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AMENDMENTS TO THE TRADE PRACTICES AMENDMENT (ORIGIN
LABELLING) BILL

OUTLINE

Thepurposeof theseGovernmentamendmentsto theTradePracticesAmendment
(Origin Labelling)Bill is to providefor the identificationof particularplaceswithin
Australiaor of particularpartsof Australiain representationsaboutAustralian
origin andto clarify therequirementsof section65VG of theBill. Theamendments
also extendthe phase-intimefor the legislationto 18 monthsto give industrymore
time to adjustto the newlabellingrequirements.

An amendmentto section65VE(2)authorisestheadditionof informationabout
particularplacesto follow the termsauthorisedby that subsection.Section65VG is
amendedsothatwheregoodscarrya representationidentifyingaproductionstep
whichoccurredin Australia, theymusteitheridentify the placeof origin of the
goodsor the placeor placesof origin of thecomponentsor ingredients.

FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Theamendmentto clause2 of theBill, to allow aphase-inperiodof 18months,will
give industrymoretimeto introducenew labelsasold labelsandpackagingruns
out, thusreducingcostsfor industry. Theotheramendmentswill haveno effecton
thefinancialimpactof the Bill as setoutin theExplanatoryMemorandum.
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NOTES ON AMENDMENTS

Amendment (1)
1. In the Reportof its inquiry into thisBill, the Houseof RepresentativesStanding
Committeeon IndustryScienceandTechnologyrecommendedthat theproposed12
monthphase-inperiod for theBill beextendedto 18months.Thisamendment
achievesthisendby changingtheword “thirteenth” inClause2 to “nineteenth”.
Theprovisionsof theBill will thusbecomeeffectiveon thefirst dayof thenineteenth
monthafterRoyalAssent.

Amendment(2)
2. Thepurposeof thisamendmentto subsection65VE(2)is to removeanydoubt
thatwheresupplierswantto identifya particulartown,city, regionor Stateaspart
of anexpressandunambiguousclaim that thegoodsareAustralian,theycando so
by addingthenameof theplaceto the termsauthorisedby the subsection.Where
thisis done,thenameof theparticularplacemustfollow theauthorisedterm.
Permittedrepresentationsunderthisprovisionwould be ‘Productof Australia-

Tasmania’or ‘Made in AustraliaatBendigo’. Thisamendmentrelatesonly to the
positioningof placenameswhenthenameis partof anexpressandunambiguous
Australianoriginrepresentation.

3. Whenidentifyinga particularplace,suppliersshouldbe carefulthat the
representationdoesnotbecomefalseor misleadingandthereforein contraventionof
section53(eb)of the TradePracticesAct.1974.

Amendment (3)
4. If goodscarrya representationthataproductionstephappenedin Australia,
the representationmayidentify the particularplacewherethatstepoccurred,for
example,‘Assembledin Melbourne,Victoria’. Section65VG currentlyrequiresthat
whererepresentationsof thissortare made,informationaboutthesourceof the
componentsor ingredientsmustbeincluded.Thelabelwould thenread,
‘Assembledin Melbourne,Victoria,from Australianandimportedparts’.

5. Theamendedsection65VG clarifies the natureof the additionalinformation
whichmustbeprovidedwhenthereis a representationaboutaproductionstepthat
happenedin Australia. Thealternativeoptionsare to identify the placeof origin of
the goods,or,asbefore,to identify theplaceor placesof origin of thecomponentsor
ingredients.Therewasaquestionwhetheranexamplegivenin the Note to the
section,Packedin Australia- Productof India’, met therequirementof the section.
Thedifficulty with this typeof representationis that thesourceof all the ingredients
cannotbeknownwith certainty.However,goodslabelledwith suchrepresentations
meettheintent of thesection,thatis, thatwherethereis a representationabouta
limited processoccurringin Australia, further informationshouldbe providedto
consumersaboutthe overseascontributionto thegoods. Thesectionhastherefore
beenamendedto makeit clearthatrepresentationssuchas ‘Productof India’ or
‘Made in England’areacceptableasanindication of theoverseascontributionto the
goods.
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6. The amendedsectionwill also have the effect that goodswhich meetthe
conditionsfor beinglabelledwith oneof thetermsauthorisedby subsection65VE(2)
mayalsocarryinformationabouta particularprocesswhichhappenedin a
particularplacein Australiawithouthavingto identify thesourceof componentsor
ingredients.Thusunderthenewsection65VG representationssuchas‘Productof
Australia- Brewedin Adelaide’or ‘Made inAustralia- Carvedandcraftedin
Victoria’ will bepermitted.
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