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PARLIAMENTARY PRIVILEGESAMENDMENT BILL 1992

OUTLINE

This Bill providesfor section16 of theParliamentaryPrivilegesAct 1987
to beamendedin relationto theexaminationofwitnessesin courtorother
proceedings.

The Bill amendstheParliamentaryPrivilegesAct 1987in thetermssetout
in the Noteson Causessetoutbelow.

FINANCIAL IMPACI’ STATEMENT

The Bill is not expectedto haveany impacton Commonwealthrevenue
or expenditure.

PARLIAMENTARY PRIVILEGE IN COURT PROCEEDINGS

NOTESON ClAUSES

Cause1: Short title
Providesfor the citation of theAct.

Clause2: Commencement
Providesfor the Act to commenceupon royal Assent.

Clause3: ParliamentaryPrivilegein court proceedings
Subsection16(3) of the ParliamentaryPrivilegesAct 1987providesthat in
proceedingsin a courtor tribunal it is not lawful for evidenceto be taken
or questions asked or statements,submissions or comments made
concerningproceedingsin Parliamentby way of or for the purposesof
questioningorrelyingon themotiveor truthfulnessetcoranythingforming
pan of thoseproceedingsor otherwisequestioningthecredibility etc.of a
personor drawing inferencesetc. from anything forming part of these



proceedings.This hasthe effect, amongother things, that a witnessin
court proceedingscannotbe questionedabout evidenceon the same
matterhe or shemayhavegivento a parliamentarycommittee. Answers
givenby thewitnessduringthecourtproceedingscannotbecomparedwith
statementsthe personmay have madein evidenceto a committee,for
example.

The amendmentproposedby this Bill applies where.a persongives
evidenceagainstanotherpersonin a court or in anothertribunal, lithe

~ persongiving theevidencehaspreviouslymadea statementin evidenceto
a Houseor to a committeeand the statementis not consistentwith the
person’sevidenceto thecourtor tribunal, the person’scredibility maybe
testedby questioningin thecourtor tribunalasto thestatementheor she
madeto the Houseor committee.

In all other respectsthe protectionprovided by subsection16(3) will
continue to apply. For example, evidence given by a witness to a
ParliamentaryCommittee cannot be usedeither as a basis for legal
proceedingsagainstthewitnessor to supportlegal proceedingsagainsta
witnesswhich arosefrom mattersoccurringoutsideParliament.
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