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ELECFORALAND REFERENDUMAMENDMENT BILL (NO. 2)1995

OUTLINE

There are four proposedamendmentsto theElectoralandReferendumAmendmentBill (No. 2)1995,
introducedinto the Houseof Representativeson 28 June 1995. The Bill makeschangesto the
CommonwealthElectoralAct 1918(theAct) andthe Referendum(MachineryProvisions)Act 1984.

The amendmentsaredesignedto:

• omit theexistingamendmentof theBill extendingtheenrolmententitlementsof prisoners,andto
replaceit with an amendmentwhichwill makethe enrolmententitlementof prisonersconditional
on theactualsentenceratherthanthepotentialsentence;

correct an omission in the amendmentsof the Bill relating to the issue of ballot material to
registeredGeneralPostalVoters;

• omit the existingamendmentof theBill relatingto theprohibitionon canvassingwithin 6 metres
of the entranceto Divisional Officesand pre-pollvoting centres;and

• omit the existingamendmentof the Bill relatingto thecommencementof the preliminaryscrutiny

on the Mondaybeforepolling day.

FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT

TheAustralianElectoral Commissionestimatesthat theseamendmentswill give rise to neithercosts

nor savings.
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NOTESON AMENDMENTS

1Amendment1

Clausesito 4

Theseclausesamenditems5 and 19, andomit items 16 and20, of Schedule1 to the Bill. The clauses
withdraw the extensionof enrolmententitlementsof prisoners, and insteadmake the enrolment‘ entitlementsconditional on the actualsentenceimposedratherthan the potentialsentence.This will
make administratively workable the reporting requirementsimposed on prison authorities, who
currently are unable to notify details of the maximum possiblesentencewhich could have been
imposed. Theonly detail availableto prisonauthoritiesis the actualsentence.

Amendment2

Clause5

This clause inserts a new item 29A into Schedule 1 of the Bill to complementthe proposed
amendmentsmadein the Scheduleat items 37, 49 and 50, which provide for the despatchof postal
ballot material to registeredGeneral Postal Voters. The new item repeals section 185A of the
CommonwealthElectoralAct 1918,andis consequentialuponthe existingamendments.

Clause11

This clauseinsertsa new item 5A into Schedule2 of the Bill to complementthe amendmentsin the
Schedulemadeat items 7, 11 and 12, which provide for the despatchof postal ballot materialto
registeredGeneralPostalVoters. The new item repealssection57 of the Referendum(Machinery
Provisions)Act 1984, andis consequentialupontheexistingamendments.

Amendment3

Clauses6.and7

Theseclausesomit items31 and 32 from Schedule1 of the Bill to withdraw the amendmentwhich
would have providedfor a prohibition on canvassingwithin 6 metresof the entranceto Divisional
Offices andpre-poll voting centres.

Amendment4

Clauses8 to 10 and12 to 14

Theseclausesomit items 38, 39 and 44 from Schedule1 of the Bill, and omit items8, 9 and 12 from
Schedule 2 of the Bill, to withdraw the amendmentwhich would have provided for the
commencementof the preliminaryscrutinyon the Mondayprior to pollingday.
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