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DOMESTIC MEAT PREMISESCHARGE BILL 1993

GENERALOUTLINE

The Domestic Meat Premises Charge Bill 1993 imposes an annual charge on domestic
abattoirs, knackeries, meat processing plantsand animal food processing plants in those States
and Ten-itories where the Commonwealth’s meat inspection agency, the Australian Quarantine and
Inspection Service (AQIS), is responsible for inspecting meat produced for domestic consumption
under the Meat Inspection Act 1983.

2. An annual charge is payable each financialyear.A charge. equivalent to half an annual
charge, is payable for the six month period from 1 January 1994 to 30 June 1994+

3. The amount of charge may be prescribed in regulations. Different amounts of charge may
be prescribed for different kinds of ahattoirs, knackerics, meat processing plants or animal food
processing plants. However, the amount of charge prescribed must not exceed $40,000 for
abattoirs ($20,000 in 1993/94), $5,000 for meat processing plants, $1,000for knackeries and
$l,00() for animal foodprocessing planks.

4. Persons who become liable to pay a charge other than on 1 January 1994 or 1 July of any
financial year pay a pro rata charge calculated on days remaining in the relevant financial period.

5. The accredited operator of the accredited killing or processing plant pays the charge. The
accredited operator is the person in whose name the domestic meat establishment is licensed,
registeredor otherwiseapprovedorauthorisedto operateby theStateorTerritory.

6. In the AustralianCapitalTerritoryandin othercaseswherethereis no accreditedoperator,
the ownerof theahattoir,knackery,meatprocessingplant or animalfood processingplant pays
thecharge.

FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT

7. It is estimatedby AQIS thattheDomesticMeatPremisesChargeBill 1993 will raise
revenueof $1.1 million in thesix monthperiodfrom 1 January1994to 30 June1994 and
$2.2 million in the1994195financialyear.

8. This Bill is partofa total packageof measuresaimedatreformingAQIS, introducinga
uniform, threetier chargingregimeandreducingthecostof AQIS inspectionto Australian
industry.

9. From 1 January1994thebaserateper inspectorchargefor domesticmeatinspectionis
plannedto decreasefrom $69,169to $65,164. It is expectedthatthebaseratewill further
decreasefrom $65,164to $59,164from 1 July 1994. Revenuefrom perinspectorchargesfor
domesticmeatindustryis expectedto fall from $12.3million in 1993/94to $9.4million in
1994/95.

10. The revenuecollectedfrom the domesticmeatpremiseschargeandachargeon throughput
atdomesticmeatslaughterpremises(proposedto he introducedfrom 1 July 1994) will beoffset
by theplannedreductionin theperinspectorchargefor domesticmeatinspectionservices.
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NOTESON INDIVIDUAL CLAUSES

Clause1: Shorttitle

11. TheActwillbecalledtheDomesticMeatPremisesChargeAct 1993.

Clause2 :Commencement

12. Clause2 provides(ortheAct to commenceon 1 January1994.

Clause3 : Interpretation

13. Clause3 setsoutsomedefinitionsusedin the Bill.

14. Theexpressions“abattoir’, “animal food processingplant”. “knackery” and“meat
processingplant” aredefinedandhavethesamemeaningas in the MeatinspectionAct 1983.

15. The expression“killing or processingplant” meansan ahattoir, knackery, meatprocessing
plant or animalfood processingplant.

16. Theexpression“accreditedkilling or processingplant” means:(a) a killing or processing
plantlocatedin a Stateor Territory (otherthantheAustralianCapitalTerritory) that,undera law
of theStateorTerritory, is registered,licensedor otherwiseapprovedor authorisedto operate;
or (b) akilling or processingplant locatedin theAustralianCapitalTerritory that is prescribedby
the regulationsfor thepurposesof thedefinition; or Cc) anyotherpremisesprescribedfor the
purposesof the definition.

17. Thestatutoryschemeregulatingslaughterandprocessingof meatin theAustralianCapital
Territory,doesnot fit within thegeneralcriteriaset out in paragraph(a) of thedefinitionof
“accreditedkilling or processingplant”. Abattoirsarenot licensed. Insteada slaughtererobtains
apermit undertheMeatAct 1931 andMeatRegulations(ACT). Licencesissuedunderthe
PublicHealth(Meat) Regulations(ACT) coverall personswhosell meatandarenot restrictedto
killing or processingplants. Forthesereasonseachaccreditedkilling or procussingplant in the
AustralianCapitalTerritorywill be prescribedin regulations.

18, The expression“accreditedoperator”,in relation toan accreditedkilling orprocessingplant
locatedin a Stateor Territory (otherthantheAustralianCapitalTerritory),meansthepersonin
whose namethe plant is registered,licensedor otherwiseapprovedor authorisedunderthelaw of
theStateor Territory concerned.

19. Forkilling or processingplantslocatedin the AustralianCapitalTerritory, thereis no

accreditedoperator. Clause9(h)of the Bill applies.

20. Theexpression“chargecriteria” hasthemeaninggiven by clause5.

21. Theexpression“chargeday” meansthe dayin relationto which thechargeis imposedin
respectof a killing orprocessingplant underclause6.
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Clause 4 : Act to hind Crown

22. Clause4 hindstheCrown in rightof eachof theStates,of theAustralianCapitalTerritory,
of the NorthernTerritory and of Norfolk Island.

Clause5 :Chargecriteria

23. Clause5 describeswhich abattoirs,knackeries,meatprocessingplantsandanimal food

processingplantson aparticulardaysatisfy the chargecriteria.
24. An abattoir,knackery,meatprocessingplant or animalfood processingplant satisfiesthe
chargecriteriaon adayif it is:

(i) anaccreditedkilling or processingplant; and
(ii) locatedin a Stateor Territory to which theMeatInspectionAct 1983 extends(that is,

locatedin a Stateor Territory whereAQIS providesdomesticmeatinspection
servicesundertheMeatInspectionAct 1983);and

(iii) not anestablishmentwithin the meaningof theExportInspectionandMeatCharges
CollectionAct I~Th5(that is, notanexportregisteredestablishmentwhich will paya
registrationchargeundertheExport Insriection(EstablishmentRegistrationCharges)
Act 1985).

Clause6: Impositionof charge

25. Clause6 imposesa chargeon ahattoirs,knackeries,meatprocessingplantsoranimal food
processingplantswhichsatisfy,on adayin a financial year, thechargecriteria.

26. After the 1993/94financialyearmostkilling or processingplant will satisfythecharge
criteriaon 1 July of a financial year. The chargeis intendedto beanannualcharge.

Clause7: Amount of charge - financial yearsnfier 1991/4financial year

27. Clause7(1)providesfor financialyearsafter 1993/94that,if the chargedayis 1 July, the
amountof theannualchargeis theamountprescribedby the regulations.

28. Clause7(2) setsout theamountsthat the annualchargemustnotexceedin thecaseof
abattoirs,meatprocessingplants.knackeriesandanimal food processingplants.

29, Clause7(3)provides,if thechargedayis anyday otherthan 1 July, a formulafor
calculatingthepro ratsamountof thechargefor the remainderof the financial year.

Clause8: Amountof charge- 1993/4financial year

30. Clause8(1)providesthat,if thechargedayis 1 January1994, theamountof thehalf year
chargeis theamountprescribedby the regulations.

31. Clause8(2) setsout theamountsthat the half yearchargemustnotexceedin thecaseof
ahattoirs,meatprocessingplants.knackeriesand animalfood processingplants.
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32. Clause8(3) provides,if thechargeday is anydayotherthan 1 January1994,aformula for
calculatingtheprorataamountof thechargefor theremainderof the 1993/94financialyear.

Clause 9 :By whom charge payable

33. Clause 9 provides that the charge is payable by: (a) the accreditedoperatorof thekilling or
processingplant;or (b) if thereis no accreditedoperator—the owner of the killing or processing
plant.

Clause 10: Regulations

34. Clause10 providespowerfor theGovernor-Generalto makeregulations.

35. Clausel0(2)(a)will not limit paragraph17(e)of the ExportInspectionandMeatCharges
CollectionAct 1985which providespowerfor theGovernor-Generalto makeregulationsfor the
remissionor refundof chargein specifiedcircumstances.

36. Clausel0(2)(h) providespowerto prescribedifferentamountsof chargefor different kinds
of abattoirs,knackeries,meatprocessingplantsor animalfood processingplants. Without
limiting clausel0(2)(b),differentamountsof chargemay beprescribedfor: differenttypesof
meat slaughter or processing operation carried on; different types of inspection system (including
quality assurancearrangements);oron thenumberof unitsof inspectionallocatedhy the
Secretary,or requestedor usedby theplant.
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