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CUSTOMS TARIFF (URANIUM CONCENTRATEEXPORTDUTY) ACT
REPEALBILL 1994

OUTLINE 4
This Bill proposesto repealthe CustomsTariff (Uranium ConcentrateErpori Duty)
Act 1980. Therepealis partof apackageofchangesdesignedto streamlineand
refocustheCommonwealth’sinvolvementin the Alligator RiversRegionof the
NorthernTerritory.

The other main featuresofthepackageof reformsare:

theincorporationofthe Office of the SupervisingScientistinto theCommonwealth
EnvironmentProtectionAgency;
refinedmechanismsforconsultingkeystakehoEders;
auowingtheAlligator RiversResearchInstituteto undertakeresearchon matters
outsidetheRegionon acommercialbasis;and
theconductofan independentreviewof the researchnowneededto meetthe
Commonwealth’senvironmentprotectionobjectivesin theRegion.

The implementationofsomeof theabovereformswaseffectedby theEnvironment
Protection(Alligator RiversRegton)AmendmentAct 1993.

In 1980 theUraniumExportDuty wasimposedin recognitionofthe specialcostsof
environmentalmonitoringandresearchactivitiesrelatedto uraniummining in the
AlligatorRiversRegion. However,with diminishingexportsfrom the Alligator Rivers
Regiondueto theclosureof theNabarlekmine,anddecliningexportsfrom theRanger
mine dueto thepoorstateofthemarketfor uranium,levy collectionshavebecome
uncertain.Rangerhasbecometheonly producercontributingto levyandas aresult
theuraniumexportlevy hascometo beseenasaninappropriatemechanismfor
collectingan industrycontributionto thespecialcostsof environmentalprotection
requiredin theRegion.

Underthenew arrangementsto apply in theRegion,EnergyResourcesof Australia
Ltd (ERA), whohasthe right to mineuraniumin theRegion,hasundertakento make
art annualcontributionto theCommonwealthforresearchinto the environmental
effectsof mining uraniumin the Alligator RiversRegion. The Commonwealthhas
undertakento repealthe UraniumExportDuty in returnfor ERA’s financial
contributionto research.

ThisBill removestheUraniumExportDuty by repealingtheCustomsTariff (Uranium
ConcentrateExportDuty) Act 1980.
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FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT

The direct impact of this Bill is the lossofbetween$1.2m and $1 .5m per annumin
ExportDuty basedon therevenuereceivedin 1992/93 of$1.538mand1993/94of
$1.207m.

However, as the Export Duty is to be repealed on the condition that ERA agree to an
annualcontributionof$1 .5mto researchin theAlligator RiversRegion, there is no net
financial impactas aresult of the measures contained in this Bill.



CUSTOMS TARIFF (URANIUM CONCENTRATEEXPORTDUTY) ACT
REPEALBILL 1994

NOTES ON CLAUSES 4
Clause1 - Short tideetc.

1. This is a machineryclausewhich provides for the Act to be cited as the
CustomsTar4ff(UraniumConcentrateExportDuly) ActRepealAct 1994 (subclause 4
(1) refers)

2. Subclause (2) provides that the term “Principal Act” means the CustomsTarjff
(UraniumConcentrateExpoflDuty) Act 1980.

Clause 2- Commencement

3. Providesfor theAct to commence28 daysafter thedayon whichit receives

theRoyal Assent.
Clause3-Repeal

4. This clause provides for the Principal Act to be repealed.
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