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CATTLE (PRODUCERS)EXPORTCHARGEBILL 1997

GENERALOUTLINE

Thepurposeof this Bill is to imposechargespayableby beefcattle
producerson theexportof cattle. TheBill will not resultin anyoverall
changein thetotal chargepaidby producersofcattlefor exportunder
theoutgoingmeatandlive-stock industryarrangements.The charges
imposedby thisBill arecomplementaryto levy imposedby the Cattle
TransactionLevy Bill 1997. TheBill is oneof apackageof Bills which
will give effect to theGovernment’sdecisionon meatandlive-stock
industry reform.

2. UndertheBill, a chargeis payableon exportof cattle,but only where
transactionlevy hasnotbeenpaid,or whereexpeditiousexportis not
undertaken.Thechargeis payableby theproducer,who is theownerof
thecattle immediatelyprior to theexportof thecattle. Thechargewill
be collectedunderthe provisionsof the Primary IndustriesLeviesand
ChargesCollection Act 1991.

3. Thechargepaymentsareto supportthecattleproducers’contribution
to thenewdeclaredmarketingandresearchbodies,alsoto provide
continuedfunding to theNationalCattleDiseaseEradicationAccount
(NCDEA) andthe AustralianAnimal HealthCouncil (AAHC) Limited.

4. TheBill allows for theoperationalrateof chargepayablefor each
componentto beincreasedor decreasedby regulation. Whereabody
hasbeendeclaredby theMinisterto be therepresentativebody for the
cattleindustryfor a componentof thecharge,regulationschangingthat
componentmay only bemadeafterconsideringrecommendations
madeto theMinisterby that body. While theoperationalratesof
chargemaybevariedby regulation,theycannotbe increasedbeyond
the maximumratefor eachcomponentset in the Bill.

5. Theregulatoryimpactconsequencesfor this Bill arenot consideredto
be significantandhavebeencoveredin theExplanatoryMemorandum
preparedfor the Australian Meat and Live-stockIndustry Bill 1997.

FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT

6. The intentof theBill is to providea newlegislativebasisfor the
impositionof existingcattleexportchargespaidby producersof cattle
for exportfollowing therepealof theCattle Export ChargesAct 1990.
The Bill will thereforehaveno financial impacton either Government
or thecattleindustry. It takesaccountof therequirementfor clear
sectoraldifferentiationin industrylevy collectionsthat area basisof
the Governmentmeat industryreforms.
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NOTES ON CLAUSES

Clause1- Short Title

7. This clauseprovidesfor theAct to becalledthe Cattle (Producers)

Export ChargesAct 1997.
Clause2 - Commencement

8. This clauseprovidesfor theAct to comeinto effecton thesamedayas
Part3 of theAustralian Meat and Live-stockI~zdustryAct 1997
commences,which will alsobe thedayon which the Cattle Export
ChargesAct 1990will be repealedunderthe provisionsof the
Australian Meat and Live-stockIndustry (Repealsand Consequential
Provisions)Act 1997.

Clause3- Definitions

9. This clauseprovidesdefinitionsthat will assistin theinterpretationof
theAct.

Clause4-Imposition of charge

10. This clauseprovidesfor theimposition of achargeon theexportof
cattle(otherthandairy cattle)from Australia,if cattletransactionlevy
underthe Cattle Transaction LevyAct 1995hasnot beenpaidand is not
payable.

11. It alsoprovides for the imposition of a chargewhere cattle are held for
periodsin excessof thosereasonablyrequiredfor Australianor foreign
quarantinerequirements.

12. No chargeis payableunderthis Act if cattle ttansactionlevy hasbeen
paid, andthecattleareexportedwithin the prescribedperiod.

Clause5- Rateof chargesimposedby section4 on export of cattle

13. This clausepermitssettingof prescribedoperationalrates,andsets
maximumratesof chargepayablefor the specifiedpurposes.The
operationalchargeratemaybe increasedor decreasedby regulation,
providedtheproposedamountof chargedoesnot exceedthe
maximumrate,butthemaximumratecanonly be changedthrough
primary legislation.
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14. Thereasonfor allowing theoperationalrateto bechangedby
regulationis to avoid imposinganunreasonableburdenon the
Parliamentastheoperationalrateis opento frequentchanges.In
addition,delaysin amendinglegislationcanhamperindustry
programs.

15. Any changesto operationalormaximumratescanonly bemadeafter
considerationof recommendationsfrom theprescribedindustry
organisationfollowing full consultationwith industry. Thechargeis
payableon theexportof eachheadof cattleorchargeablebobbycalf.

Clause6-Chargepayableby producer

16. This clauseprovidesthat thecattleexportchargewifi bepaidby the
producerof thecattle.

Clause7- Regulations

17. This clauseprovidesfor the makingof regulationsthat areauthorised
by theAct orneededto allow theAct to operate. It alsoempowersthe
Minister to declareabody asthe representativebody for theindustry
for thepurposeof makingrecommendationsto the Minister on the
operationalchargeratesto be prescribedby theregulations.

18. To makesucha declaration,theMinister mustpublish a writtennotice
in theGazette.

19. This clausealso limits the powerof the Governor-Generalto make
regulationsprescribingtheoperationalchargeratepayable. If a
declarationis in place, theGovernor-Generalmayonly exercisethis
powerwhenactingon the adviceof theExecutiveCouncil, following
its considerationof recommendationsmadeto theMinister by abody
declaredto be thebody representingtheindustry for that componentof
thecharge.
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