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COMMONWEALTH ELECTORAL AMENDMENT BILL 1993

OUTLINE

This Bill amendsthe CommonwealthElectoral Act 1918 to provide that
where, in a State,thereis no office of Surveyor-General,themembershipof a
federalRedistributionCommitteefor that Statemay include thepersonwho,
in theopinionof therelevantStateMinister, holds theequivalentoffice.

The amendmentsaredesignedto coverthesituationwherea Statewhich will
be redistributed has abolished the office of Surveyor-General.Both
Queensland,which will probablybeginbeing redistributedearlynext month,
and WesternAustralia,which will needto be redistributedby 1996, have
abolishedtheoffice of Surveyor-General.

The Attorney-General’sDepartmenthas advised that the amendmentis
desirable to be ableto validly constitutethe RedistributionCommitteesin
theseStates.

FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT

The amendmentswill giverise to neithercostsnorsavings.



NOTESON CLAUSES

Clause1- Short tifle etc

1. Provides for the Act to be cited as the CommonwealthElectoral
AmendmentAct1993and specifiesthat referencesto thePrincipal Act mean
theCommonwealthElectoralAct1918.

Clause2- Commencement

2. Providesthat the Act shallcomeinto operationon theday it receives

theRoyalAssent.

Clause3- RedistributionCommitteefor State

3. This clause amendssection 60 of the Principal Act to alter the
membership requirementsfor the make-up of a federal Redistribution
Committeefor a State. Where there is no office of Surveyor-Generalin a
State,the StateMinisterresponsiblefor land surveyingand mappingmatters
(or anotherMinister acting on his or her behalf)may nominatethe person
holding the equivalentoffice or, if that personis unavallable, the person
holdingtheoffice equivalentto theofficeof DeputySurveyor-General.If that
personis alsounavallable,or thereis no suchperson,theGovernor-General
shallnominatea seniorofficer of theAustralianPublic Servicefrom the State
concerned.
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