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MEMBER AND SECTOR NEWS

2019 F A SHARR 
AWARD WINNER
Kristin Stephenson, Librarian at the Mary Davies Library and 
Community Centre in Rockingham, Perth, has been awarded 

the 2018 F A Sharr Award. Kristin was presented the award at 

the annual ‘Celebrating Excellence’ event at the State Library 

of Western Australia on 23 May 2019.

The F A Sharr Award honours Francis Aubie (Ali) Sharr, 

State Librarian of Western Australia from 1953–1976, in 

recognition of his contribution to libraries and librarianship 

in the state. The award is presented to a Western Australian 

librarian, teacher librarian or library technician, within their 

The award is maintained by the ALIAWest Group, with 

support from ALIA WA Library Technicians Group (WALT).

As part of the selection process, Kristin delivered a 

passionate and thought-provoking presentation about the 

importance of advocacy, rooted in her lifelong connection 

In facing the challenge of increasing public awareness of 

libraries, Kristin highlighted the need for strong advocacy 

within and beyond our personal and professional circles, as 

well as exploring creative partnerships with organisations 

and businesses local to the library as a way of reaching out to 

community members and bringing the library to them.   
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ALIAWest Deputy Convenor Sophie Farrar (left) and F A 
Sharr Award winner Kristin Stephenson

BETTER READING 
supporting libraries
It can be hard to keep up to date with hundreds of 

books hitting the shelves each month, especially if you’re 

wanting to connect avid readers who visit your library with 

books they will love. Better Reading, Australia’s largest 

online reading community, is increasingly a resource that 

bookshops, libraries, teachers, parents and book clubs are 

turning to. Founded by Cheryl 

Akle, with the aim of 

connecting Australian 

readers with great 

stories, Better 

Reading reaches 

more than 

500,000 book 

lovers daily,       

via book reviews, articles, recommended reads, and 

Facebook Live author interviews. 

One of Better Reading’s key platforms is the podcast 

Stories Behind the Story, taking you behind the scenes 

of the book world to reveal the stories behind your 

favourite titles, with authors such as Tom Keneally , Fatima 

Bhutto, Paige Toon, Melina Marchetta, Dervla McTiernan, 

Trent Dalton, and Ben Okri. With more than 300,000 

downloads these ‘all access’ podcasts are a great resource 

for librarians to suggest as supplementary material to 

accompany recommended reads. 

Since launching the podcast, Better Reading has had 

countless listeners ask for more information on how to 

write. Readers love hearing authors discuss their work. 

In response to this Better Reading is launching a new 

companion podcast, Better Reading On Writing. This 

6-part series explores what it means to be a writer, and the 

craft of writing.

Better Reading has a growing community of librarians 

and booksellers who use us their website as a go-to 

resource, and they support the community by doing focus 

pieces and articles on libraries and bookshops  

(betterreading.com.au). 
Better Reading’s 

Cheryl Akle


