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Aussie storytime 
to children in Dili

A
Arriving at Xanana Gusmão Reading Room (XGRR), the only 

windscreens. These cars were carrying Xanana Gusmão, Timor-

Leste’s traumatic past – a country brought to ruins yet remaining 

travelling with Kirsty being welcomed to XGRR with traditional 

running a dual language storytime. 

idea was a dual language storytime. As a public librarian I’ve 

Incredibly Kirsty took my idea and turned it into a reality. 

Whoever you are.

happen to it, so I decided I wouldn’t use that! A Tetum copy 
Hattie and the fox

couldn’t be renewed. In June I emailed Kirsty to say ’this story-
time thing really isn’t going so well because I have no books.’ 

Whoever you 
The boy and the crocodile, a local 

and coloured. The crocodile story led to animal masks which 
made the theme easy. All storytimes need stickers and stamps, 
so I purchased these, and all was set. In Dili, Gaspar organised 

main library and children’s area (known as the bebeteca). It 

was storytime. The kids who came were a much wider age 

Timorese but schooled in English and they loved to sing! 

words to If you’re happy and you know it written in Tetum on a 

on how to read in both languages.

blessed to have her. Although the kids had a good command 

everything back to Tetum. Listening to the group sing
If you’re happy and you know it and Twinkle twinkle in English, 

Wheels on the bus in Tetum – kids 

The dual language storytime in action. Photo by Nandy Gurr
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Whoever you are

yelled. The teachers then announced the kids wanted to sing 

and its people. 
By now we were running wildly late but there is always 

choosing an animal to colour in.  I stand here the luckiest 
librarian in the world: in dusty Dili, the bebeteca is absolute 

Timor-Leste.  
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