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Libraries have always been able to buy and lend physical 
books without requiring publishers’ permission. For ebooks it’s 

and transmissions, and this means copyright is involved. Ebook 
publishers have the right to impose special conditions on 

terms at all.

communication researchers has been working with library 

elendingproject.org). 

AVAILABILITY IS BETTER THAN WE’D BEEN WARNED 
TO EXPECT – BUT IT’S STILL NOT GOOD

EVEN WHEN BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE, THEY ARE NOT 
NECESSARILY ACCESSIBLE

countries, we discovered licence terms and pricing don’t seem 
to be impacted by book age. That is, older books are made 

us that they need to stretch their circulations budgets by 

roles in curating and preserving access to books. 

THERE’S A STRONG CASE FOR MORE TRANSPARENCY

vendors told us there was no point, since pricing and terms 
were set by publishers and they would be identical across 
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now talking to publishers about ensuring there’s a level playing 

The Life of Houses was 

the vendors couldn’t either. Library ebook contracts tend to 

year to obtain the permissions necessary to gather this data. 

and pricing to enable libraries to shop (and aggregators to 
compete) on price. 

opportunity to have your voice heard. Once we have received 
and analysed this data, we’ll be developing recommendations 
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Where are the books available in 
digital formats?

Are the same titles offered 
on different licence terms?

Are the same titles offered at 
different prices?
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