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A RECIPE FOR THE FUTURE
Librarian androids, direct-to-brain 

downloads of the world's knowledge, or 
librarians in outer sp ace : the potential 
future? The future of the profession was 
a  topic that w as heavily discussed at 
the recent New Librarians Symposium 
(NLS6) and ALIA's Information Online. 
From open d a ta  to augm ented 
social networking to g eo cach in g , the 
conferences w ere buzzing with different 
takes on innovation. Not even the futurist 
Dr Stuart C an d y  who spoke at NLS6 
could predict the future, so how do w e 
prepare for it? I propose that the future 
of librarianship just needs a  little spice.

Preparation Time: 1 lifetime
Feeds: RSS
Ingredients:
1 librarian (can  be either seasoned or 
fresh from library school)
1 com puting dev ice
1 internet connection (NBN currently
optional)
1 ounce of willingness to learn 
50 kilograms of patience  
A  pinch of sp ice of life

M e t h o d s :

1. G et interested.
Technology news daily announces 

discoveries that seem  futuristic. Keeping 
current with gadgets and technology 
through local and  international 
technology blogs is a  great w ay  to be on 
the pulse and get interested. I stay pretty 
up to da te  with new developm ents and 
technology news through the blogs 
and social m ed ia . And by participating 
in the blogs, I have  ready acce ss  to a 
comm unity of tech-savvy people when I 
have  to go beyond my tech  skills.

2. Innovate yourself.
Tools like social m edia sites, 3D 

printers, and  smartphones are just 
tools. They are tools that have  been 
developed from innovative thinking 
that w e  need to adopt as a  profession. 
These tools w ere created  b ecau se  there 
w as a  gap  in w hat peop le n eeded  and 
w hat services a lready existed. The Edge 
at the State Library of Q ueensland has 
a  basem ent full of weird things where 
they are letting the public use their 
3D printer and  crea te  a rca d e  gam e 
m achines. Offer spaces where further

innovation can  happen and docum ent 
the creations. We need to think beyond 
thinking outside the box. Are w e  even 
thinking?

3. Update your toolkit.
Learn to use technology outside of 

your comfort zone. Social m ed ia is just 
an extension of a  virtual branch , think 
of Twitter as being the vo ice  of front 
desk staff who answers ready reference 
and directional queries. Play with social 
m ed ia sites to learn their worth, and 
d ec id e  w hat best suits you and  your 
organisation. Learn HTML 
and CSS through online 
tutorials, read blog posts 
about how to m ake 
your website mobile 
friendly. I am by no 
m eans an expert in how 
to fix Toshiba tablets, but I 
c ra cke d  mine open and 
fixed it after Googling 
gadget forums for how to 
get past the boot screen.

4. G et creative .
The internet is a 

playground w here your 
patrons and library sc ience  students are 
playing. Are you in the sandpit? Jump 
into using that new ap p , m ake a  mash 
up, record a  book trailer, p lay the gam e 
you are afraid of losing. Reflect on your 
losses and wins equally. G et creative  in 
an y w ay  that you are com fortable.

5. Stir until m ixed.
The traditional library school 

teach ings are still important. M etadata 
isn't going anyw here , and w e  h ave  the 
knowledge of traditional information 
m anagem ent principles. We could be 
playing in open d a ta , creating new 
services, or providing linked d a ta  for 
our databases to co nnect information 
in meaningful w ays. We could be 
providing traditional reference services 
or information literacy classes through 
Skype or Tumblr.

6. Repeat steps 1-5 until retired.
Looking to the future is hardwired into 

our professional psyche. Undertaking 
research projects or partaking in the 
professional developm ent schem e is part 
of our need to never stop learning. Use 
these steps to reflect on your professional 
work ethic.

Library and information sc ience  
is a  profession that is expanding 
exponentially as the information 
ava ilab le  grows. Information 
professionals of the future will be ab le to 
analyse information in w ays w e  are still 
imagining. The future librarians could be 
innovators, philosophers, technologists,

or astronauts. The different backgrounds 
w e bring to librarianship give the 
profession a  rich array of skills and 
m akes for a  diverse and  vibrant working 
environment. We should em b race  
our differences and work towards 
collaboration, w hether it is betw een 
libraries across the world or m aybe  to a 
librarian in outer sp ace .

Kysira is a  recent QUT Library and 
Information Sc ience  graduate and  is 
currently an information m anagem ent 
librarian at the Q ueensland 
Parliam entary Library and Research 
Service. She likes reading long com ic 
books on the b e ach , and  hopes to 
b eco m e an international librarian. You 
can  find her on twitter as @klfair, or as 
the She-Hulk Librarian at klfair.wordpress. 
com .
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