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Much has chan g ed , m uch has been 
ach ieved , and there is m uch left to be 
done from m y yea r as President of ALIA. 
Changes h ave  not only been internal 
to the ALIA organisation, but also within 
the library and information lan dscape  in 
Australia.

My term as President has seen the 
need to galvanise members and to 
be vociferous in our a d v o c a c y  across 
m any library sectors. Together, w e  have 
had success in Queensland with our 
Dumb Idea cam pa ig n  about State 
Governm ent libraries and I thank the 
m any mem bers who contributed effort 
to that cam pa ig n .

We have  continued to work with 
our school library members and 
co lleagues to press the Com m onwealth 
and State Governm ents to adopt the 
recom m endations of the school libraries 
review. So far w e  have  not reach ed  our 
desired outcom es, but the dialogue is 
still open and  the collaboration betw een 
associations continues to strengthen 
through our joint efforts.

Our a d v o c a c y  for TAFE libraries has 
yet to h ave  an outcom e, but again  
the partnership betw een the Board, 
members, and the ALIA staff has shown 
how quickly w e can  mobilise, and  clearly 
articulate our position with key decision 
makers.

This year has seen the 
co m m encem ent of a  review of 
copyright legislation in Australia.
Well overdue, this review opens up 
the dialogue betw een libraries and 
copyright holders regarding rights in the 
digital world. A ccess to information in 
every format is essential to our future 
and both ALIA and  our co lleagues in the

Australian Library Copyright Com m ittee 
h ave  been active  in presenting the 
library position into this review.

Our 2012-13 Board has been 
com m itted to addressing the very key 
issues facing  us and our future as a 
profession. My specia l thanks to V ice  
President Julie Rae in her passionate 
leadership of the ebook ag en d a  and the 
Future of the Profession research. I also 
thank Joseph Cullen and Kathryn Cass, 
our outgoing Board members, for their 
dedication and  work.

A role such as that of President 
usually com es with some difficult and 
sometimes controversial decision 
m aking. The decision by the Board this 
year to outsource the Association's 
a c a d e m ic  journals has been the source 
of some d eb ate  in the profession, but 
I am  confident that it is the right m ove 
for this time and that members will see 
improvements in accessibility and  the 
reach  of our journals and  our authors.

I hope that you are all happy with the 
new form at INCITE and the ALIA Weekly 
email newsletter. I believe both of these 
improvements have  brought a  freshness 
and  a  renew ed sense of connection to 
mem bers of ALIA.

I am  proud of the com m itm ent and 
sound m anagem ent of the Association 
by our 2012-13 Board. Mindful of the 
need to be fiscally responsible, but in 
a  time of transition and ch an g e  for the 
Association, the Board, with support 
from ALIA staff, has put the Association 
into a  surplus position again  this year. My 
Board co lleagues have  been wise and 
wonderful counsellors, contributors, and 
leaders for the Association and  I thank 
them most sincerely for their contribution 
during my presidential year.

Becom ing a  m em ber of the 
ALIA Board is just one w a y  in which 
volunteering supports the Association.
I h ave  been increasingly aw are , 
throughout my term as a  director, 
of the m any and varied w ays in 
which members dem onstrate their 
com m itm ent. Editorial boards, Advisory 
Com m ittees, and ALIA Groups involve 
more than 200 volunteers at a  senior 
level. Then there are the conference  
convenors and their helpers, reference 
group members, panellists, and 
representatives on external com m ittees.
It is impossible to thank everyone 
individually, but p lease be assured that 
your contribution has been recognised 
and valued .

The ALIA staff are the ‘glue' that 
holds our Association together. I would 
like to acknow ledge the staff as they 
worked through a  year of transition from 
one leadership team  to another and 
for their dedication to the w elfare and 
benefit of ALIA members. Following Sue 
Hutley's departure from ALIA, Rob Miller 
took on the role of Acting Executive 
Director while recruitment to the position 
w as co ndu cted . On behalf of all of the 
ALIA family, I thank Rob for leading the 
team  most effective ly throughout this 
time. I also would like to acknow ledge 
Jan e tta  M ascilongo who left the 
position of Director: Professional Services 
during the year. Jan e tta  has been  an 
enthusiastic supporter of ALIA's training 
activities and  of the course accred itation  
program . She left big shoes for Ja n ice  
Taylor to fill w hen Ja n ice  co m m en ced  in 
the role.

Perhaps the most exciting aspect 
of my year as President has been the 
National Year of Reading 2012. With 
over 4000 activities across the country 
and m any, m any partners, supporters, 
and am bassadors, this initiative has 
far e xce ed ed  the expectations of the 
15 founding partners who established 
the co ncep t. ALIA has been not only a 
founder partner of the National Year of 
Reading, but also the auspicing body 
for grants from the Com m onwealth 
Governm ent, business, and  philanthropic 
organisations. We delivered a  highly 
successful year and  established 
ourselves as a  trusted, reliable partner for 
governm ent and  others.

Finally, I would like to acknow ledge 
the vital role that our new Executive 
Director, Sue M cKerracher, has p layed  in 
consolidating and reshaping ALIA as w e  
take on the m any important issues in our 
near future. Sue has been inspirational 
to staff, the Board, and members in her 
ability to develop partnerships, and 
a d vo ca te  and  strategise for libraries and 
librarians, and , on your behalf, I thank 
her for her substantial contribution this 
year. I would also like to acknow ledge 
her fam ily who do without her for a 
num ber of days every w eek , while she 
undertakes her role with ALIA.

I now hand over the presidential 
baton to Julie Rae for 2013-14. Julie, I 
wish you well for your year as President 
and hope that you find the year as 
energising and exciting as I have .
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