
FEATURES

ANU LIBRARY'S SUPPORT FOR  
R ESEA R CH  DATA M A N A G EM EN T

Research d a ta  has em erged as an 
a rea  that libraries c a n  m ake a  significant 
contribution assisting researchers 
described, store and m an ag ed  data .
The Australian G overnm ent funded 
Australian National D ata Service (ANDS) 
to support the vision: "More Australian 
researchers reusing research d a ta  more 
often". ANDS is building the Australian 
Research Data Com m ons: a  cohesive 
collection of research resources from all 
research institutions, to m ake better use 
of Australia’s research d a ta  outputs.

U n d e r s t a n d i n g

n e e d s
In 2011/2012, the ANU rece ived  

funding from ANDS for the ANU Seeding 
the Com mons Project. The ANU Library 
p layed a  vital role in this project. Key 
goals included :

• conducting an audit of major 
research d a ta  collections 
owned by the ANU

• depositing at least 20 collection 
records and  associated records 
for ANU research d a ta  into the 
Research Data Australia (RDA) 
d a tab ase

• encouraging the developm ent 
of a  culture of good research 
d a ta  m anagem ent practices.

The first two goals w ere finite and 
com pleted as part of the project. The 
third goal is ongoing.

In order to develop a  culture of 
good research d a ta  m anagem ent, 
it is essential to understand current 
research d a ta  m anagem ent p ractices.
A study of social sc ience  and humanities 
researchers based on 25 interviews 
with acad e m ics , PhD, and  honours 
students w as co ndu cted  by a  library 
staff m em ber on secondm ent as data  
librarian to the project. The report w as 
co-authored by the Data Librarian and 
the University Librarian and is currently 
an internal ANU docum ent that is being 
exam ined by the ANU eResearch 
Com m ittee.

What did w e find? In social sc ience  
and the humanities researchers -  
acad e m ics and students are dealing 
with an ave rag e  three different types 
of d a ta  and  three different programs to 
analyse the d a ta . They are working in a 
com plex d a ta  environment.

A cad em ics are likely to h ave  a  team  
to deal with d a ta , while postgraduate 
and honours students are working solo.

D ata is generally m an aged  on a 
university-owned server by acad e m ics , 
but outside university servers by students. 
M etad ata  is likely to be recorded by an 
a c a d e m ic , but not a  student.

Students more strongly support 
sharing of d a ta , with co lleagues likely 
to beco m e  aw are  of the d a ta  after the 
com pletion of a  thesis, a  conference 
paper, or journal article. A cadem ics 
com m unicate  more strongly through 
conferences and  journals.

On the whole, students w ere less 
know ledgeable and  unsure of how 
to m an ag e  d a ta  or w here to obtain 
support and ad v ice  regarding how to 
m an ag e  their d a ta . Most students w ere 
reliant on their supervisors and  the Office 
of Research Integrity for ad v ice .

Key findings and  recom m endations 
of the report covered  the need  to review 
policies, undertake further assessment of 
needs, and continue to support the ANU 
D ata Com mons.

D e l i v e r i n g  t r a i n i n g  

a n d  s u p p o r t
D ata m anagem ent training is 

provided by the library as part of its 
research and information training 
program . The ANU Data M anagem ent 
M anual w as published in 2008 and is 
licensed under a  C reative  Commons 
License. The M anual is linked to by major 
universities including MIT and Oxford. As 
part of the ANU Seeding the Commons 
Project, an ANU Data M anagem ent 
LibGuide w as developed and is 
ava ilab le  at http ://libguides.anu.edu.au/ 
datam anag em ent.

More recently, the ANU Research 
Skills & Training Unit organised a  new 
Research Masterclass Series, and a 
session on research d a ta  m anagem ent 
will be presented by the library as part of 
this series.

D i g i t a l  c o l l e c t i o n  

r e p o s i t o r y
The ANU Library is responsible for 

the ANU Digital Collections service 
and website, allowing members of 
the university to share research with 
the w ider comm unity. ANU Digital 
Collections acce p ts  journal articles, 
co n ference  papers, book chapters, 
working or techn ical papers, digital 
im ages of manuscripts, and photographs 
in university research collections, and 
other forms of scholarly com m unication.

D a t a  r e p o s i t o r y
The ANU D ata Com mons is the ANU 

central research d a ta  repository. It 
securely stores d a ta  and m etad ata , and, 
as appropriate , feeds the m etad a ta  into 
RDA. A ccess to the d a ta  can  be open, 
em bargoed , or restricted.

W h y  s h o u l d  

l i b r a r i e s  c a r e  a b o u t  

r e s e a r c h  d a t a  

m a n a g e m e n t ?
The ANU Library has invested a  great 

deal of resources in supporting good 
research d a ta  m anagem ent and  will 
focus even  more attention in this a rea  in 
the future. Why? The Australian research 
environment increasingly values good 
d a ta  m anagem ent as vital for the 
benefit of current and  future researchers. 
Governm ents and  other funding bodies 
are strengthening m andates that require 
good research d a ta  m anagem ent, 
and universities must com ply. Archiving 
and reuse of research d a ta  feature in 
discussions of research funding. University 
libraries are well p lace d  to provide 
necessary training and services in this 
a rea  and  must be prepared to take on 
the cha llenge.
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