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IN A U G U R A L  STELLA PRIZE H O N O U R S  
A U S T R A L IA N  W O M E N  W RITERS

The shortlist for the inaugural Stella 
Prize, the new major aw ard  celebrating  
Australian w om en and  their contribution 
to literature w as ann o u nced  late last 
month. The prize will b e  ann o u nced  
and  presented in Melbourne on 16 April 
2013, for the best book published by an  
Australian w om an in 2012. The winner will 
rece ive  $50 000.

Both fiction and  non-fiction entries 
are eligible, and  almost 200 entries w ere  
received . The entries w ere judged by the 
Stella Prize panel of judges: writer and  
critic Kerryn Goldsworthy, author Kate  
Grenville, actor and  creator C lau d ia  
Karvan, bookseller Fiona Stager, and  
A B C  broadcaster Rafael Epstein. The 
judges released a  longlist of twelve 
books in February, and  the shortlist of six 
in M arch.

In a lphabetical order of author 
surnam e, the 2013 Stella Prize shortlist is:

• T h e  B u r i a l  by Courtney Collins 
(Allen & Unwin)

• Q u e s t i o n s  o f  T r a v e l  by Michelle 
d e  Kretser (Allen & Unwin)

• T h e  S u n l i t  Z o n e  by Lisa 
Jacob so n  (Five Islands Press)

• L i k e  a  H o u s e  o n  F i r e  by 
C a te  Kennedy (Scribe 
Publications)

• S e a  H e a r t s  by Margo Lanagan  
(Allen & Unwin)

• M a t e s h i p  w i t h  B i r d s  by Carrie  
Tiffany (Pan M acm illan/
Picador)

The Chair of the judges, Kerryn 
Goldsworthy, says: "The shortlist features 
a  w ide variety of subject matter and  
genre: the list contains a  collection of 
short stories and  a  verse novel; it includes 
fantasy, speculative fiction, two historical 
novels and  one that has been  described  
as Australian Gothic. There are stories set 
in the past, the present and  the future; 
there are stories set in both urban and  
rural Australia as well as in other countries 
and  in im agined p laces.

W e noticed a  strong com m on them e  
in several of the books on the shortlist:
Sea H e a r t s ,  T h e  S u n l i t  Z o n e  and  M a t e s h i p  

w i t h  B i r d s  all explore in thoughtful, 
im aginative and  unexp ected  w ays 
the relationships and  the boundaries 
b etw een the human and the non­
human, showing w here those boundaries 
are w eakest and  might be broken down.

In choosing a  shortlist of six books 
from the longlist of twelve, the judges 
co ncentrated  on picking the six w e  
thought w ere the best books regardless 
of form, genre and  subject matter.
While no nonfiction book ap p ears on 
the shortlist, w e  w ere glad to have been  
ab le  to longlist three, chosen from a  
large field of entries in w hich fiction 
outnum bered nonfiction by almost four 
to one.

The consistent high quality of the 
shortlist m akes every book listed a  serious 
contender for the prize."

For more information on the judges, 
their reports on the shortlisted titles, and  
the Stella Prize, p lease visit the website: 
w ww .thestellaprize.com .au
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