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HONOURING OUR MEMBERS
In January , it w as wonderful to see 

Australia D ay honours aw arded  to library 
consultant Jan ine Schmidt, formerly of 
the University of Q ueensland and State 
Library of NSW, and  Robert Thomas, 
President of the Library Council of NSW. It 
m ade us think about all the other library 
and information professionals, especially 
ALIA members, who are so deserving of 
recognition.

At a  recent ALIA Sydney event, the 
group talked about the im portance 
of recognising the contribution of 
volunteers to the success of ALIA
-  indeed , without volunteers, the 
Association would be a  shadow of its 
current self -  and  w e bounced around 
some ideas for how this might look.

This connects closely with the 
fe ed b ack  w e rece ived  through the 
National Advisory Congress (see p ag e  8) 
and w e  have  com e up with three initial 
responses.

WEBSITE
We are looking at introducing a 

specia l section for our new website, as 
the next stage of its developm ent in the 
second half of 2013. Under About Us, 
w e  intend to crea te  a  section devoted 
to the peop le who have  helped m ake 
Australian libraries and information 
services, and  the Association great.

How might it look? We are thinking 
in terms of an A-Z index with e ach  
alphabetica l p ag e  carrying short profiles 
of the individuals, with an im age where 
there is one ava ilab le . There could be 
feature pages for the giants of our sector
-  M argaret Trask, Warren Horton, Twila 
Herr, and  so on -  longer p ieces, with 
im ages, com m ents from colleagues, and 
references to papers.

In order to m ake this section a  true 
and accu ra te  picture of the sector, w e 
would need  your help. Who do you 
think w e  should recognise in this w ay?
This could be big nam es -  people who 
have  national or statew ide recognition.
It might also be ‘unsung heroes' who 
have  worked steadily in a  comm unity for 
d e cad e s  without w ider recognition.

This is not exclusively about people 
who have  retired, it is also about people 
who are still working in the profession. If 
you h ave  a  co lleague you would like to 
put forward, p lease send m e their details 
(email to sue.m ckerracher@ alia .org .au)
-  w e  will need their nam e, p la ce  of work, 
co n tact em ail, and  up to 100 words 
about w hy they should be recognised in 
this w ay . The final decision about who will

be included on the site will rest with the 
ALIA Board.

Of course, the section will need  to 
be constantly updated  and w e will be 
asking for your recom m endations on an 
ongoing basis.

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK
National Volunteer Week will take 

p la ce  from 13 to 19 M ay this year, the 
w eek  before Library and  Information 
Week, and  w e will be taking ad van tag e  
of the opportunity to provide our 
volunteers with peer recognition of their 
comm itm ent.

We will be following up nam es 
through our Board, Advisory Com mittees, 
Groups, and silver pin recipients, but w e 
would hate to miss anyone, so if you, or 
som eone you know, has volunteered for 
ALIA and  should be included on our role- 
call of honour, again , p lease send me an 
email with nam e, p la ce  of work, co n tact 
em ail, and brief details about activities 
and  ach ievem ents.

AUSTRALIA DAY 2014
In the specia l section of our 

w ebsite, w e  will be including library and 
information professionals who have  
rece ived  Australia D ay honours in the 
past, but w hat about the opportunity to 
nom inate co lleagues for future aw ards?

If there is som eone you feel deserves 
the recognition of their com m unity -  
and  the nation -  p lease let us know, by 
close of business on 26 April. The ALIA 
Board will include Australia Day honour 
nominations as an  ag en d a  item for its 
M ay board m eeting.

You might also like to nom inate 
som eone yourself. If so, take a  look at 
the website, itsanhonour.gov.au and you 
will find all the information you need , 
including nomination forms.

These are three w ays in which ALIA 
can  honour our members, in addition to 
personal letters from the President and 
our Certificates of Appreciation . There 
will be other w ays w e  haven 't thought 
about and  if you have  ideas, w e  would 
love to hear about them. Please give me 
a  call or drop me an email.

Sue M cKerracher 
ALIA Executive Director
sue.mckerracher@alia.org.au

Our thoughts with Queensland
Sadly, Laidley Library has been 
flooded o nce  again . It took more 
than 18 months for the repairs and 
renovations to be com pleted  after 
the 2011 flood of 200mm. Now, 
six months after moving b a ck  into 
the new-look premises, 400mm of 
w ate r has gone through. Water 
reach ed  the roof of Fraser Coast's 
Maryborough toy library which had 
only just been renovated after the 
2011 floods. The toys w ere e va cu a ted  
and  Maryborough library had w ater 
"at its toes". Reports ind icate  that 
most other libraries in a ffected  areas 
h ave  been very fortunate, either 
escap ing  d am ag e  or suffering only 
minor d am ag e , mainly from leaks. 
Sunshine Coast libraries plan to revisit 
public information sessions on storm 
preparation. In the G ladstone region, 
Miriam Vale Library has had an influx 
of peop le visiting from the ad jacen t 
evacuation  centre . Our thoughts are 
with all a ffec ted  communities.

Janette  Wright 
State Librarian
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