RETURNIN G

R eturning to working in libraries after a few
(okay many) years away from the workforce
while looking after my two children, ifound the
whole landscape of the library world looking
guite daunting, ereaders, twitter, Facebook...

of course iwas familiar with all of these, but not in the

work sense. Back in those long ago days when iwas
studying Library and information Studies at the University

of South Australia, the libraries we spoke about were a

very different beast than the libraries of today.

Before i had my first child, libraries had already begun
to change - automated check-outs, CDs and DVDs
and internet access had all been introduced. But now it
seems that there are changes every second and there
are big, big questions being asked - will there still be
enough jobs in libraries? Will libraries even exist in 15-20
years? Does the general public recognise the importance

of libraries or have they lost their value?

So how was ito get back into this 'new' library world? An
old and faithful piece of advice has never been more apt

- network, network and then network some more!
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imade contact with any friends and acquaintances

ihad in the industry and, well, talked their ears off.
iemailed, ichatted on the phone and icaught up with as
many of these contacts as possible. irejoined ALiA, which
then gave me access to valuable elists, and a great source
of information about local activity and local jobs. ifound
most people don't mind a quick catch-up over coffee,
and it was through one of these catch-ups i heard about
my current position at ALIA. My role as State Manager at
ALiA has been a perfect way to ease back into working

life through working part-time and flexible hours.
it's been enlightening and inspiring to get out and hear
what's happening in local libraries. The role of libraries

may have changed, but the enthusiasm and spirit of the

library professionals has not.

SAM SHERIDAN
ALIA State Manager, SA
samantha.sheridan@alia.org.au
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For further information contact Maxus or your local representative
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