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W ere you g lued to the TV  at m idnight on

Saturday 7 Sep tem b er or had you already 
had enough of the fed era l e lection 
d iscussion? By the day of the big vote , 

it was pretty conclusive that there would be a co a lit io n  
governm ent, but there w ere a few  surprises in the detail.

in term s of 'friends of lib raries', we were p leased  that 
A nd rew  Leigh rem ains as MP for Fraser, A C T ; A dam  Bandt, 
as MP for M elbourne , V iC ; and A m anda R ishworth, as MP for 
K ingston , SA ; but sorry to see  David Bradbury lose the seat 
of Lindsay, NSW . C o lleag ues will have the ir own nam es to 
add in the  states and territo ries.

A s our President says in her co lum n, we will need to adapt 
our language in the new political environm ent. W e will 
need to ta lk  about custom ers rather than patrons or users; 
about products as well as program s and se rv ices ; about our 
role in the  know ledge econom y as well as our role in social 
inclusion. it's not that the library and inform ation services 
them se lves have to chang e, it's sim p ly  that the words we use 
to describ e  them  need to be rethought.

The political landscape has chang es, but we look forward to 
working with old and new friends in the fed era l governm ent

to m ake sure that libraries rem ain on the radar and at the 
centre of d iscussions about in form ation , cu lture , education , 
internet, copyright and all the other to p ics that are so close 
to our hearts.

F U T U R E  O F  T H E  P R O F E S S I O N

n 14 O ctober, the A L iA  Future of the Profession 
Sum m it takes p lace at the State Library of 
N ew South W ales, bringing to g eth e r up to 100 
representatives from the library and inform ation 

profession , to g e th e r with a handful of observers, from 
governm ent and other stakeho ld e r groups.

W e are looking forward to the outcom es of a lively d ebate  
and in teractive w orkshop , with keynote speakers M ark Pesce 
(A BC 's The N ew inventors) and David A lexand er, one of the 
nation's top political strateg ists .

The conversation will have been inform ed by our own 
Future of the Profession d iscussion  paper, and by the i FLA  
Trend Report (see page 30). A s can be seen  from both these  
reports, and from  the work that has gone into preparing 
them , the difficu lty is not so much in identifying innovative 
techno log ies and new ways of working that will change the 
shape of our world , it's in p icturing how these  changes will 
im pact on library and inform ation pro fessionals.

W e are holding face-to-face Future of the Profession 
w orkshops in every state and territory, and have a lready 
rece ived  a num ber of subm issions in response to our 
d iscussion  paper. The re  are m ajor them es em erg ing , fo r 
exam p le  the need for continuous professional d evelopm ent,

the im portance of prom oting the  unique com bination of 
library and inform ation professional skills , and the need to 
take what we do outside the physical walls of the build ing .

W e know that there will be a full report em erging from this 
work. in addition, we anticipate som e practical projects 
em erging from the Future of the Profession project.

in her colum n this m onth, our President talks about the 
deve lopm ent of an A L iA  Research A g en d a , fo r exam p le . 
And we are in the process of review ing our course 
accred itation , taking advantage of new techno log ies to 
m ake it easier fo r educators to report the ir activ ities, while 
enab ling em ployers to have sign ificant input into what is 
being taught. W e are a lready 
planning an Education  and 
Skills Sum m it fo r 2014.

W e have realised that our 
work on the Future of the 
Profession in 2013 is a good 
start, but there is still much 
more to com e.

SU E M C K ER R A C H ER
A L iA  Executive D irector
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