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T h e  w h it e  p a p e r ,  A u s t ra lia  in 
th e  A s ia n  C e n tu r y ,  p u b l is h e d  b y  
th e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  A u s t ra l ia  in 
O c t o b e r  2 0 1 2  id e n t if ie d  th e  n e e d  
to  im p ro v e  ‘A s ia n  l i t e r a c y ' th ro u g h  
c u ltu ra l k n o w le d g e , a w a r e n e s s , a n d  
re s p o n s iv e n e s s . A L IA 's  su b m iss io n  to  th e  
G o v e r n m e n t  n o te s  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  fo r

lib ra ry  p ro fe s s io n a ls  to  b e  in te g ra l p la y e r s  
in  h e lp in g  o u r  c o m m u n it ie s  n a v ig a t e  a n d  
in t e r a c t  w ith  th e  c u ltu ra l l a n d s c a p e  o f th e  
s o - c a l le d  ‘A s ia n  C e n t u r y ' .

This c a l l  h o ld s  s tro n g  im p lic a t io n s  fro m  
a  c o l le c t io n  d e v e lo p m e n t  p e r s p e c t iv e  
fo r  th o s e  o f  us w o rk in g  w ith  c h ild re n  a n d  
y o u n g  a d u lt s .

In  o rd e r  to  p r o m o te  A s ia n  l i t e r a c y  
in  th e  A s ia n  C e n t u r y , lib ra ry  c o l le c t io n s  
m u st in c lu d e  h o n e s t  a n d  a c c u r a t e  
re p re s e n t a t io n s  o f  A s ia n  c u ltu re s . L ib ra ry  
p ro fe s s io n a ls  s h o u ld  e v a lu a t e  th e ir  y o u th  
c o l le c t io n s  fo r  th e  in c lu s io n  o f  q u a l it y  
re s o u rc e s  a n d  m a te r ia ls  r e f le c t in g  
th e  r ic h , c u ltu re s  o f  A s ia . H o w e v e r , 
in e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  o u r  n o rth e rn  n e ig h b o rs

c a n  m a k e  th is c a l l  a  c h a l le n g e  fo r 
A u s t ra lia n  lib ra r ie s .

In  V o ic e s  fo r  E x p e r ie n c e :  P ro m o tin g  
A c c e p t a n c e  o f O t h e r  C u ltu re s , p u b lis h e d  
in D iv e rs ity  in Y o u th  L i t e ra tu r e : O p e n in g  
D o o r s  T h ro u g h  R e a d in g  (2 0 1 3 ) , C a ro l 
A  D o ll a n d  I a r g u e  th a t  b o o k s  fo r  a n y  
c h ild  re p re s e n t in g  a n y  c u ltu re  s h o u ld

in c lu d e  f iv e  m a in  q u a lit ie s : 
h o n e s ty , a c c u r a c y ,  
re a lity , im a g in a t io n , a n d  
a p p r e c ia t io n .  A u th o r  
a n d  e d u c a t o r  A n n  N o la n  
C la r k  a ls o  id e n t if ie d  th e s e  
q u a l it ie s  w h ile  w o rk in g  
w ith  d iv e r s e  g ro u p s  in 
N o rth  a n d  S o u th  A m e r ic a  
in c lu d in g  im m ig ra n ts  
a n d  in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le s , 
r e c o r d in g  th e m  in h e r  
b o o k  J o u r n e y  to  th e  
P e o p l e  p u b l is h e d  in  1969 .

E a c h  o f  t h e s e  q u a lit ie s  
ra ise s  c e r t a in  q u e s t io n s  in 
c o n s id e r in g  th e  p o r t ra y a l 

o f th e  c u ltu ra l g ro u p s  d e p ic t e d  in  th e  
t it le . R o x a n n e  Mills a n d  I h a v e  d e v e lo p e d  
a  f r a m e w o r k  to  o f fe r  a  u se fu l a n d  
p r a c t ic a l  le n s  to  lib ra ry  p ro fe s s io n a ls  fo r 
e v a lu a t in g  y o u th  lite ra tu re , p o te n t ia l ly  
o u ts id e  o f  th e ir  o w n  p e r s o n a l e x p e r ie n c e  
a n d  k n o w le d g e . It is b a s e d  o n  a  se t  o f 
q u e s t io n s  a n d , if th e  a n s w e r  to  a n y  o f 
th e s e  q u e s t io n s  is n o , y o u  s h o u ld  d o  m o re  
s e a r c h in g  a n d  s e le c t in g  until y o u  c a n  f in d  
a  tit le  th a t  a n s w e rs  y e s  to  a ll.
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A ccu ra te  cultural 
representation
Honesty
D o e s  t h e  t it le  r e f le c t  a  tru th fu l a n d  
s in c e r e  im a g e  o f  th e  c u ltu ra l g ro u p  
w ith o u t  s e n s a t io n a l is in g  th e ir  h is to r ic a l o r 
c o n t e m p o r a r y  e x p e r ie n c e s ?

Accuracy
D o e s  t h e  t it le  in c lu d e  f a c t u a l  in fo rm a t io n  
b a s e d  o n  r e s e a r c h  a n d  r e p u t a b le  
s o u r c e s ?  Is t h e re  a  b ib l io g r a p h y  o r 
r e f e r e n c e  list y o u  c a n  e v a l u a t e ?

Reality
D o e s  t h e  t it le  p o r t r a y  r e a l life  fo r  this 
c u ltu ra l g ro u p  (e g  e x t e n d e d  fa m il ie s  
liv in g  t o g e t h e r )  w h ile  a d d r e s s in g  m o re  
u n iv e rs a l e x p e r ie n c e s  r e la t a b le  to  m a n y  
d if fe r e n t  c u ltu re s  ( e g  f a m ily  in  g e n e r a l ) ?

Imagination
D o e s  t h e  t it le  d e p ic t  a n  e n g a g in g  
a n d  c r e a t i v e  s to ry  th ro u g h  te x t  a n d  
il lu s t ra t io n s ?  W ill c h ild re n  w a n t  to  r e a d  it?

Appreciation
D o e s  t h e  t it le  c o n v e y  a  r e s p e c t fu l 
u n d e r s t a n d in g  a n d  a w a r e n e s s  o f  th e  
c u ltu ra l g ro u p  a s  w e ll  a s  th e  m o re  
u n iv e rs a l e x p e r ie n c e s  d e p ic t e d ?

Extract from Evaluating Multicultural Literature 
Made Easy! By Kasey Garrison and Roxanne Mills, 
in L ib r a r y  M e d i a  C o n n e c t io n ,  March/April 2012

I n order to promote 
Asian literacy in the Asian 
Century, library collections 
must include honest and  
a ccu ra te  representations 
of Asian cultures.
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