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Iknew a local politician was
participating in a Cranky Bear play
that the children at Taminmin school
were performing, but Iwasn't sure

Correction: The correct name for the ‘sound chairs' on page 20 of which politician. The first Isaw of
the April edition of INCITE is ‘Featherston talking chairs'. him was during the play when he

was wearing a full Bear suit. ltwas a
lovely 34 degree Darwin day. When
he finally removed his bear head,
i the sweatiest politician since Nixon
Index: people and companies during Watergate emerged for

photos. Good on you, Gerry Wood.

Balnaves., Edmund 18 Abax. 26 Though there are three Bear stories,
Bland, Nick 34 American . ; .
. this year we've chosen to leave him
Chan, Dr Amy 22 Psychological S
o : - in his cave and read one of your
Fairbairn, Kysira 12 Association 9 . .
L other stories. Can you tell us a bit
Genat, Patricia 33 Aurora 19 .

. . about The Wrong Book? What s it
Greenhill, Kathryn 23 Bibliotheca 13 bout d wh did the i irati
Hind, Rachael 14 CAVAL 27 iofn“e’f‘:‘gm,)w ere did the inspiration
Hodge, Dr Diana 15 Chess 8 !

. . The Wrong Book was my way
Little, Vanessa 4 Fliplt 23 of telling kids that getting your own
McCallum, lan 26 James Bennett 21 . 9 9 9y

) . ; . way is a luxury not to be taken for
Rae, Julie 5 Libraries Alive! 15 A ; .

Libero 6 granted. Nicholas Ickle is trying to
. tell a story, but he keeps getting
Marketline 33 .
Maxus 25 interrupted by characters from other
stories. By the time he tells them
One Umbrella 25 ; A
Softlink n they're all in the wrong book and
ejects them from his pages, the story
Sydney TAFE 24 . ;
is over and Nicholas reveals who the
Tag-Alert ! story was supposed to be about, '
Zenith 33 Y PP '

me.'

When Iwas 2 'A years old, |told
my babysitter | had an ‘Ickle' in my
'‘oot". It took her some time to work
out there was a prickle in my foot. |
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still talk regularly to that babysitter and the name Nicholas Ickle
was a dedication to her.

You both write and illustrate your books. Is there one or
the other that you favour? About how long does it take to
complete a book?

Iconsider myself a writer who can draw a bit. lalways
wrote stories and drew cartoons as a kid and Ireally wanted to
be a cartoonist. |started selling greeting card designs in my 20s
which led on to doing a few readers for educational publishers
in Melbourne. Ideveloped my writing style for the picture
book format and started trying to find an illustration style while
working in a bookshop. Over four years in the bookshop and
two as a sales rep for Walker Books, | had access to hundreds
of picture books. lIwas completely resigned to just being a
writer when my first manuscript was accepted for publication,
but one thing led to another and the original illustrator fell
through. I had sent some sketches with the original manuscript
and itwas decided that Ishould be given the chance to
illustrate it. Turns out it's a lot harder to illustrate a picture book
than to write one. Istill find the illustration process extremely
challenging and I'm still learning. My fastest book was done in
a month, my slowest in six months.

Your bio states thatyou have two jobs. Can you tell us a bit
about the other one?

I'm afraid that bio is now incorrect. Ifinished up a full-time
second job about 18 months ago and have since been full
time working on my books. But that job was fantastic. lwas a
‘house parent' for 100 indigenous teenagers from communities
across the top of Australia who are sent to Darwin to board. |
was there for six years, so it was hard to leave having helped
so many kids get through school in a strange city. ltwas NEVER
boring and richly rewarding.

Your passion for working with young people is well-known.
What do you think the biggest issues Australian youth are
facing today?

Education - literacy in Australia has fallen to historic lows. In
some remote areas, itis at third world levels. By far the biggest
challenge the youth of today face is the education system.

There isso much information available at our fingertips
now, which is great. But Iworry we aren't teaching digital
natives how to find the ‘right' information. A Google search, for
example, has to be one of the best tools ever invented, but it
works much better if you have research skills. The chances of
coming up with incorrect or spurious information in a library is
negligible. That is certainly not the case on the internet.

Online bullying seems very insidious to me. It's hard to avoid
a bully who comes into your home digitally and gathers forces
against you from a pool of ‘friends'. Bullying isn't new, but it's
starting to get much nastier.

Having said all of that, Iknow a heap of kids who are going
to be just fine whatever happens.

As a National Year of Reading Ambassador, you championed
literacy in the Northern Territory. What were some ofyour
experiences, and what challenges does the territory still face?
As above, getting the balance right in schools. Our schools
are largely in the hands of bureaucrats in Canberra and
literacy iswell below the national average. Remote area and
Indigenous education is so inconsistent as to be dysfunctional,
but mainstream schools are also performing below average.
There are some wonderful remote community schools turning
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things around with good leadership and a relevant curriculum,
but the cookie-cutter system just doesn't work up here.

Iwas helping 12-18 year old Indigenous kids with their
homework for years. Thirteen year olds with the literacy level
of seven year olds had homework asking them to circle the
superlative adjectives in a paragraph and give alternative
names for the upper and lower houses of parliament.

What can people do to help?

I think the NTis so far from the major capitals that people
don't realize the level of disadvantage that is going on in their
own country. All people can do ishave some compassion for
fellow Australians getting a bad deal.

Ifyou had the ear of the Australian government for one key
message, what would it be?
Your asylum seeker policy is cruel.

And, finally, didn't you worry about Sheep getting cold at the
end of The Very Cranky Bear? Would it have been too much to
paint her a shawl?

Good point!

Thanks so much, Nick, and we look forward to
reading The Wrong Book on 22 May 2013.
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