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Continuing our mini-series of articles 
by staff at ALIA House about their fa c t­
finding visits to local C anberra  libraries. 
Previous issues h ave  covered  the AIATSIS 
Library and  the National Library of 
Australia.

Our next visit w as to the Australian 
National University (ANU) libraries and 
w e  all felt so inspired as w e  followed a 
trail from the Chifley Library, then to the 
H ancock and  on to Menzies library -  all 
in the sp ace  of a  couple of hours.

The Chifley Library, nam ed after 
Joseph Benedict Chifley (Prime Minister 
of Australia from 1945-1949), supports 
the teach ing , learning, and  research 
activities of staff and  students in the 
ANU College of Arts and Social Sciences 
and  the ANU College of Business and 
Econom ics. The Library is also a  va luab le  
resource for the broader ANU comm unity 
and  visiting scholars and researchers, 
and  w elcom es all members of the 
public.

Four Information Com mons 
computers in the Chifley Library 
provide students and staff with a 
variety of digitising, authoring, and 
publishing tools. Professional authoring 
software is ava ilab le  to edit scanned  
im ages, c rea te  w eb  pages, c rea te  
multimedia presentations, author printed 
docum ents, and  burn interactive or 
archival CD  ROMs and DVDs in various 
formats.

From Rachae l Hind, ALIA ACT 
M anager:

My first impression of Chifley Library 
is that I wish I w as a  student again . The 
library is w elcom ing and  appears user- 
friendly. Food and drink is permitted 
(wow!) and  free wi-f i is provided. There 
is plenty of quiet study sp ace  provided, 
as well as am ple areas for cooperative  
group work to take p lace .

The mobile phone booth is an 
interesting feature, allowing people to 
talk on the phone without disturbing 
others around them. Imagine talking on 
a  phone in a  library!

We w ere informed that the library is 
regularly open until midnight w hich must 
be so helpful for students who juggle 
families and work commitments with their 
study load.

A most impressive feature is a 
room designed to assist students with 
disabilities. It has a  very w elcom ing, 
com fortable feel and allows students 
with additional needs to be provided 
with the sp ace  and  appropriate 
equipm ent they need  to study.

While the Chifley Library still has that 
sam e retro feel and  it still smells like an 
a c a d e m ic  library, it certainly is a  library 
for the 21st century student.

The WK H ancock Building is known as 
H anco ck  Library and provides material 
from most areas of sc ien ce , engineering, 
technology, and  m edicine.

The major strengths of the H ancock 
Library collection are in:

• G eneral sc ience
• History and philosophy of 

sc ience
• Sc ience  policy
• Chemistry
• M athem atical and  computing 

sciences
• Physics
• Psychology, biological and 

m ed ica l sciences
• Forestry, geography, geology, 

earth, and environmental 
sciences

• Engineering and  technology
Information comm ons com puter

facilities for use by ANU students and 
staff are ava ilab le  in the H ancock 
Library. There are over 100 PC and M ac 
computers ava ilab le  for student use.

The RG Menzies Building, known as 
the Menzies Library, is the hub of the 
Library's Asia Pacific focused services.
The Menzies Library is a  heritage-listed 
building and is nam ed after former
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Prime Minister Sir Robert Gordon 
Menzies for his contribution to 
the developm ent of higher 
education  and research in 
Australia.

The Library's holdings 
of Asian scholarly materials 
are considered to be the 
most com prehensive am ong 
Australian university libraries 
and are well respected 
internationally. In addition, the 
Menzies Library together with 
the ANU Archives constitute a 
major resource centre for Pacific 
studies.

The Menzies Library 
collection supports Asia Pacific 
studies in the fields of history, 
anthropology, politics and 
international relations, literature 
and language , religion and 
philosophy.

Material unique to the 
Menzies Library includes:

• East Asian language 
collections (Chinese/ 
Japanese/Korean )

• Asia Pacific official 
docum ents

• Rare books, 
manuscripts and 
specia l collections

• ANU theses collection
Language and subject

specialists for C h ina , Ja p a n , 
Korea, South and South East 
Asia, the Middle East, and  the 
Pacific are ava ilab le  for in­
depth consultations either with 
individuals or groups.

The RG Menzies Library is 
ce leb rated  its 50th Anniversary, 13 
M arch 2013. ALIA members are 
w elcom e to participate  in the 
Menzies 50th anniversary events 
throughout this year. Here are 
highlights of current events in 
2013.

Exhibition 50 years of ANU and 
the University Library
13 M arch -  15 Septem ber 2013 

Celebrating 50 years 
of d ed ica ted  library and 
information services to ANU, 
C anberra , Australia, and  the 
world. This exhibition is organised 
in association with ANU Archives.

Heritage Tours of the RG 
Menzies Library Building 2013.

Com e and find out w hy the 
RG Menzies Building is listed on 
the Com m onwealth Heritage List 
and more in this 30-minute tour.

Heritage tours of the RG 
Menzies Library building are 
ava ilab le  for groups as a  tribute 
to celebrating the Centenary 
of C anberra  in 2013. For 
appointm ents, p lease co n tact 
asiapacific.library@ anu.edu.au 

More information on future 
events will be ava ilab le  on 
anulib.anu.edu.au/M enzies-50th/ 

From Robyn Bartlett, ALIA 
membership officer:

As part of our tour of 
ANU Libraries w e  met Lorena 
Kanellopoulos of E Press. E Press 
w as set up to publish books from 
ANU's a ca d e m ics  and PHD 
students. Lorena w as fiercely 
supportive of open access and 
all the books published by E 
Press are ava ilab le  free online 
or to be dow nloaded . They are 
also ava ilab le  in hardcopy as 
print-on-demand books. The only 
charg e  is to co ver the cost of 
printing and administration.

E press publishes about 16 
books a  year, with e a ch  book 
taking about a  month to prepare 
depending on the size, number 
of illustrations, and  the state of 
the initial manuscript.

Proposals for books to be 
published h ave  to be submitted 
to an editorial com m ittee for 
evaluation and  they are peer- 
reviewed with at least one 
review from outside of ANU.

To ch e ck  out the books 
ava ilab le  or find out more 
information see their website 
epress.anu .edu.au
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1. The Chifley Library.
2. Mobile phone booth.
3. Roxanne Missingham 
shows Robyn and Rachae l 
the impressive artwork at the 
entrance of the RG Menzies 
Library.
4. The RG Menzies Library.
5. A display ca se  in the rare 
books, manuscripts, and special 
collections section of the RG 
Menzies Library.
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A x i s  3 6 0 ,  t h e  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d i g i t a l  

m e d i a  p l a t f o r m ,  i s  n o w  

a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  

J a m e s  B e n n e t t  -  

y o u r  l o c a l  l i b r a r y  

v e n d o r  o f  c h o i c e  

f o r  p h y s i c a l  &  

d i g i t a l  a c q u i s i t i o n s *

E x p e r i e n c e . . .

•  O n e  p la tfo rm , m u lt ip le  
fo rm a ts  — e b o o k s
& a u d io b o o k s

•  IL S  in te g ra t io n

C o lle c t io n  d e v e lo p m e n t  
s e r v ic e s

P rin t & e b o o k  p ro filin g

Contact us today at 
axis360 6bennett.com,au

www.bennett.com.au/
digltal-solutions/axis360

I f f i  B A K E  R  & T A Y L O R
Jam es Bennett

th e  fu tu re  rfe/rvered
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