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Join top authors in Sydney on the path 
to Biennial Discovery
2012  p r o m is e s  t o  b e  a  b l o c k b u s t e r  y e a r  f o r  t h e  

l ib r a r y  a n d  in f o r m a t io n  s e c t o r  w ith  m i l e s t o n e  

e v e n t s  h a p p e n i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  c a l e n d a r .  In  p l a n n in g  

t h e  A L I A  B ie n n ia l  S y d n e y  2 0 1 2  t h e  c o n v e n o r s  

a r e  d e v e l o p i n g  a  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  w ill  m a t c h  t h e  

c o n f e r e n c e  t h e m e  o f  D i s c o v e r y .  Th is is a l s o  t h e  

N a t io n a l  Y e a r  o f  R e a d i n g  2 0 1 2  t h e m e  f o r  J u l y  -  t h e  

m o n t h  in  w h i c h  t h e  B ie n n ia l  w ill  b e  h e ld ,  w h i c h  is a  

n i c e  s e g u e  in t o  t h e  l in k  b e t w e e n  t h e  B ie n n ia l  a n d  

t h e  N a t i o n a l  Y e a r  o f  R e a d i n g .

To c e le b r a t e  th e  N a t io n a l Y e a r  o f R e a d in g  2 0 1 2  th e re  

w ill b e  lots o f re a d in g - fo c u s e d  p ro g ra m  in c lu s io n s  a t  th e  

c o n fe r e n c e  a n d  th e  je w e l in  th e  c ro w n  w ill b e  a  p a n e l 

o f w rite rs  fe a tu r in g  s o m e  to p  n a m e s  d e d ic a t e d  to  b o th  

w rit in g  a n d  r e a d in g . So if y o u 're  c o m in g  to  S y d n e y  n o w 's  

th e  t im e  to  g ra b  w o rk s  b y  th e s e  w rite rs  a n d  s ta rt re a d in g !

M a tth e w  R e illy  is th e  in te rn a t io n a l b e s tse llin g  a u th o r  o f 

a c t io n / th r il le r  n o v e ls . His la te s t  is S c a r e c r o w  a n d  th e  A rm y  

o f  T h ie v e s . P u b lish e d  in  o v e r  2 0  c o u n tr ie s  a n d  k n o w n  fo r 

th e ir  h ig h ly  v isu a l s ty le , fa s t  p a c e ,  a n d  la rg e - s c a le  a c t io n  

s c e n e s , o v e r  3 .5  m illion  c o p ie s  o f his b o o k s  h a v e  b e e n  

so ld  a ro u n d  th e  w o r ld , m o re  th a n  a  m illion  c o p ie s  a p ie c e  

b e t w e e n  A u s t ra lia , th e  UK, a n d  th e  USA .

M a t th e w 's  n o v e ls  h a v e  a lso  -  u n e x p e c t e d ly  -  b e c o m e  

a  m a jo r  to o l in  th e  fig h t to  g e t  t e e n a g e r s  in to  r e a d in g . 

W h ile  w r itte n  fo r a  m a tu re  re a d e rs h ip , M a t th e w 's  n o ve ls  

h a v e  b e c o m e  v e r y  p o p u la r  w ith  re lu c ta n t  m a le  r e a d e rs . 

This m a y  s te m  from  M a t th e w 's  o w n  c h ild h o o d  e x p e r ie n c e  

-  h e  c ite s  his d is like  fo r se t r e a d in g  p ro je c ts  in  h ig h -sc h o o l 

a s  his m a in  in sp ira t io n  to  "d o  it b e t t e r " .

T h e  c o n t in u e d  s u c c e s s  o f his n o v e ls  h a s  b e e n  

a t t r ib u te d  to  n o t o n ly  th e  a c c e s s ib le ,  ‘s to ry te lle r ' sty le  

o f w rit in g , b u t  a lso  th e  h ig h ly  c h a r g e d  a n d  k in e t ic  

a c t io n  s e q u e n c e s  th a t  t a k e  p la c e  th ro u g h o u t his 

w o rk s , d e lib e ra te ly  m a k in g  u se  o f his u n lim ite d  b u d g e t  

o f im a g in a t io n  to  c r e a t e  s c e n e s  h e  c a lls  " to o  b ig  fo r 

H o lly w o o d " .

Dr A n ita  H e iss  is th e  a u th o r  o f n o n - fic t io n , h is to r ica l 

f ic t io n , c o m m e rc ia l w o m e n 's  f ic t io n , p o e t ry , s o c ia l 

c o m m e n t a r y , a n d  t ra v e l a r t ic le s . C u r re n t ly  s h e 's  w o rk in g  

o n  h e r  n e x t  b o o k , A m  I B la c k  E n o u g h  fo r  Y o u , a  m e m o ir  

o n  id e n t ity . A n ita  is a  re g u la r  g u e s t  a t  w rite rs ' fe s t iv a ls  a n d  

tra v e ls  in te rn a t io n a l ly  p e r fo rm in g  h e r  w o rk  a n d  le c tu r in g  

o n  In d ig e n o u s  lite ra tu re . A n ita  is a n  In d ig e n o u s  L it e ra c y  

D a y  A m b a s s a d o r  a n d  a  p ro u d  m e m b e r  o f  th e  W irad ju ri 

n a t io n  o f c e n t ra l N e w  S o u th  W a le s . S h e  is a lso  a  N a t io n a l 

A m b a s s a d o r  fo r th e  N a t io n a l Y e a r  o f R e a d in g .

Fo rm e r p o lic e  d e t e c t iv e  tu rn e d  n o ve lis t  a n d  lib ra r ia n , 

P a m  N e w to n , d o e s n 't  ra n k  c r im in a ls  a s  in te re s t in g  p e o p le . 

"T h e y  a re  n o t n ic e  p e o p le  -  th e y  a r e  n o t in te re s t in g  

p e o p le ,"  sh e  sa y s  e m p h a t ic a l ly . N e w to w n  h a s  n o  d e s ire  

to  g la m o r is e  c r im in a ls  a n d  d e s c r ib e s  h e r  n o v e l T h e  O ld  

S c h o o l  a s  ' ' a  c o m p le t e ly  d if fe re n t  a n im a l ' '  to  o th e r  b o o k s  

in  th e  c r im e  g e n re , se t in  1992 a g a in s t  a  b a c k g ro u n d  o f 

b u r ie d  s e c re ts , p o lic e  c o rru p t io n , a n d  th e  V ie tn a m  W ar.

M e lin a  M a rc h e t ta 's  first n o v e l L o o k in g  fo r  A l ib ra n d i  w a s  

p u b lis h e d  in  1992 a n d  w a s  re le a s e d  a s  a  film  in 2 0 0 0 , th e  

s c r ip t  fo r w h ic h  sh e  a lso  w ro te . A fte r  th a t  s u c c e s s , M e lin a  

w o rk e d  a s  a  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l t e a c h e r  w h ile  p ro d u c in g  

h e r  s e c o n d  n o v e l, S a v in g  F r a n c e s c a ,  fo llo w e d  b y  O n  

th e  J e l l i c o e  R o a d .  In 200 6  s h e  le ft t e a c h in g  to  b e c o m e  

a  fu ll-tim e  w rite r. H er first f a n t a s y  n o v e l, Finnikin  o f  th e  

R o c k  w a s  p u b lis h e d  in  2 0 0 8  a n d  in  2 0 1 0  Th e  P ip e r ’s  S o n , 

a  c o m p a n io n  n o v e l to  S a v in g  F r a n c e s c a  w a s  re le a s e d . 

S h e  h a s  a lso  w r it te n  a  c h ild re n 's  b o o k , Th e  G o r g o n  in th e  

G u lly , a s  p a r t  o f  th e  Puffin  P o c k e t  M o n e y  se r ie s . H er n o ve ls  

h a v e  b e e n  p u b lis h e d  in  17 la n g u a g e s .

N a t io n a l Y e a r  o f  R e a d in g  NSW A m b a s s a d o r , R ic h a rd  

G lo v e r  is th e  a u th o r  o f tw e lv e  b o o k s , in c lu d in g  his la te s t , 

W h y  M e n  A re  N e c e s s a r y -  a  c o l le c t io n  o f c o m ic  p ie c e s  a s  

fe a tu r e d  o n  A B C  R a d io 's  T h a n k  G o d  I t ’s  F r id a y  w h ic h  h e  

p re se n ts  o n  A B C  S y d n e y  702 . His w e e k ly  c o lu m n  h a s  b e e n  

p u b lis h e d  in  th e  S y d n e y  M o rn in g  H e ra ld  fo r o v e r  2 0  y e a rs .

A  re m in d e r th a t E a rly  Bird reg istra tion  c lo se s  on  

W e d n e s d a y  28  M a rc h  so  a c t  o n  th o se  N e w  Y e a r 's  reso lutions 

to b e  o rg a n ise d  a n d  s a v e  m o n e y  a n d  reg iste r n o w .

It's g o in g  to  b e  a  c o n fe r e n c e  y o u  w o n 't  w a n t  to  m iss. 

V isit c o n fe r e n c e s .a l ia .o rg .a u / a l ia 2 0 1 2 / in d e x .h t m l fo r all 

th e  d e ta ils .

Ja n  Richards
A L IA  B ie n n ia l  2 0 1 2  C o m m it t e e
j.richards@orange.nsw.gov.au

W h a t 's  y o u r  n e w  y e a r 's  

c a r e e r  re so lu tio n ?
T h e  A L IA  C a r e e r  D e v e lo p m e n t  K it is a  t o o l t h a t  

c a n  h e lp  y o u  a c h i e v e  t h e  n e x t  le v e l  in  y o u r  c a r e e r ,  

n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  s t a g e  y o u ' r e  a t .  It 's  a l l  r ig h t  h e r e ,  

r e a d y  t o  g o  a t  w w w .a l i a .o r g . a u / e d u c a t i o n / p d /  

c a r e e r .k i t .h t m l

T h e  A L IA  C a r e e r  D e v e lo p m e n t  K it is f r e e  to  

a l l  A L IA  p e r s o n a l  a n d  in s t i t u t io n a l m e m b e r s .  It 's  

a  d o w n l o a d a b l e  w o r k b o o k  fu ll o f  in f o r m a t io n ,  

s t r a t e g ie s  a n d  e x e r c i s e s  -  a n d  a  sk ills  a u d i t .  Y o u  

c a n  c o m p le t e  t h e  K it in d e p e n d e n t l y ,  b u t  w e  

r e c o m m e n d  y o u  s e e k  a  p a r t n e r  o r  m e n t o r  fo r  

m a x im u m  b e n e f i t .

T h e  A L IA  C a r e e r  D e v e lo p m e n t  K it h e lp s  y o u  

d e v e lo p  a c h i e v a b l e ,  p r a c t i c a l  s t e p s  t h a t  w il l  l e a d  

y o u  t o w a r d  y o u r  c a r e e r  g o a ls .  A L IA  P D  S c h e m e  

m e m b e r s  g e t  t w o  p o in t s  p e r  h o u r  ( m a x im u m  2 0  

p o in t s  p e r  y e a r ,  o n c e  o n ly )  w h e n  y o u  c o m p le t e  

t h e  K it -  a  g r e a t  w a y  t o  k ic k - s t a r t  y o u r  c o n t in u in g  

p r o fe s s io n a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  fo r  2 0 1 2 .

T o  f in d  o u t  m o r e ,  c o n t a c t  J u d y  B ro o k e r , P D  a n d  

C a r e e r s  m a n a g e r ,  0 2  6 2 1 5  8 2 1 6 , p d @ a l ia .o r g .a u  o r  

y o u r  A L IA  S t a t e  o r  T e r r ito ry  M a n a g e r .

A L IA  m e m b e r s h ip  is  a n  in v e s t m e n t  in  y o u r  c a r e e r .  

D i s c o v e r  t h e  w e a l t h  b e h in d  t h e  r e d  s t a r .
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