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It's about value...

Sustainability isone of those words that are now a
standard part of our vocabulary, our business cases
and our working life. In the context of ALIA itraises
two issues - the sustainability of ALIA itself and the
sustainability of our profession.

The question of sustainability of the profession is
challenging, the answer uncertain, and from the
discussion at the 2011 National Advisory Congress
(NAC), ALIA members do not have a strong cohesive
sense of the longer term
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there was a
strong view
expressed
that society does not always consider
librarianship to be a profession. This is
in contrast to the situation where, for
example, accountants and engineers
- often in the same organisation as the
library or information staff - are viewed
as members of a profession, with the
result being that their professional
development is strongly supported
by the organisation. While there
was support at the Congress for this
view and, therefore, for compulsory
professional development as a way to boost our
professional credentials, there was disagreement too.
Ido believe that our profession will survive but
also that itwill be significantly reshaped and more
aligned to the information technology, information
management and community engagement
professions. Our collections and our delivery methods
will continue on the digital path, so we must modify
our skillsand knowledge to match finding new ways
in this environment to connect our users with the
information they need.
lam also of the view that ALIA members willadopt
compulsory professional development as a way to lift
the credibility, capacity and visibility of our profession.
It's my personal view thatwe have no choice in
the matter of whetherwe move to a compulsory
professional developmentscheme ifwe wish to be
considered in the future as a valued profession. To
be a valued profession isfundamental for long term
sustainability. Why would we notembrace this? What
have we to be afraid of - thatwe might continue
to learn throughout our professional lives and have
skills that meet the needs of our employers and our
communities? It's my hope thatwe will do this sooner
rather than later.
Ifwe look at professions, such as accountants,
doctors and engineers, they have strong and vibrant
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professional associations working alongside them,
advocating and supporting their standing as a
profession. ALIA has been doing that for many years,
but our longer term capacity to do this has certainly
been challenged inrecent times.

Over the last couple of years, the Board has been
focusing on the longer term sustainability of ALIA
itself. The financial situation has been uppermost
in our minds and Iknow thatsome members are
heartily sick of our focus on this. Financial sustainability
doesn'tjust happen, ittakes work, difficult decisions
and planning and for this, as
President, Imake no apology.
ALIA isat a pointwhere member
contributions alone no longer
cover all of the operational
costs of the Association. There is
continued pressure on the level
of membership fees but demand
for the same orincreased
levels of service provision and this is not a formula for
sustainability. To sustain the Association we have to
look past membership fees and therefore conference
revenue, ALIA House and other projects are essential.

Idon'twantyou to think that I'm negative about
the long term sustainability of our profession because
I'm optimistic. Perhaps the real issue ishow we
ourselves value our own standing as a profession and
as part of that how we value ALIA as our professional
organisation. Ifwe ourselves are not prepared
to uphold and support the cornerstones of our
professionalism, then why should the community? |
think the sustainability of our profession isin our own
hands - the question iswhether we are willing and
ready to act.

Margaret Allen
ALIA President

margaret.allen@ alia.org.au
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Who is the hottest author in the National
Year of Reading?

James Patterson has taken out an astonishing
five spots in the top ten most borrowed titles in
the UK. He's also among the hottest authors in
Australia's local libraries.

Seeking love letters

Victoria's St Martins Youth Arts Centre is
seeking love letters in any form as inspiration
for their major performance at the Art Centre
Melbourne, Fairfax Studio, in November. If the
spirit of Valentine's is still with you, now is the
time to unleash your inner romantic poet.
www.stmartinsyouth.com.au
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