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Active in the ACT
A LIA 's  ALIA  A C T ive  G ro u p  in the  A C T  has se e n  an  

a m a zin g  ra n g e  o f  a ctiv itie s in 2011, in c lud in g  m a n y  
co lla b o ra tiv e  oppo rtu n itie s with our m ain partners, 
Australian G o v e rn m e n t Libraries In form ation  
N etw ork  (A G LIN ) a n d  ALIA  University a n d  R e se a rch  
Libraries (URLs).

In 2011 w e  jo ined  in with our regular co llab o ra tive  
partner AGLIN to offer d iverse series of inform ation 
sharing forums a t  the  N ational Library, aim ing to 
offer m em bers a  c h a n c e  to exten d  their kno w led g e  
an d  d e v e lo p  skills.

A  po pu la r forum  for seve ra l of us w a s  C a th y  
Brady's presentation  on the w ork she is undertak ing  
on sav ing  original research  or, rather, persuad ing  
her a c a d e m ic s  a t  CSIRO  to sa v e  their preprints 
an d  other pub lications to the CSIRO  repository for 
prosperity. Her queries a n d  issues w e re  e c h o e d  
b y the presenters from  the ANU an d  University of 
C a n b e rra  repositories.

A  presentation  on Digita l H ansard  w a s  g iven 
b y R oxan ne  M issingham  an d  Kathryn York of the 
Austra lian  Parliam en tary  Library, a n d  Bernie Harris, 
retired C h ie f of H ansard . This p ro jec t a im e d  a t 
ensuring all fo rm erly print H ansards a re  published 
online.

Senior lecturer in librarianship a t  the University of 
C a n b e rra  (U C ), Stuart Ferguson, p resented  a  forum  
on the s ta te  of library e d u c a tio n . Stuart d iscussed 
the p o st-g raduate  library e d u ca tio n  o ffe red  by UC 
an d  m ajor research  be ing  undertaken  b y  students, 
includ ing w e b  inform ation a rch ite c tu re  in large 
organisations, use of kno w led g e  m a n a g e m e n t 
standard s an d  s tra teg ic  m a n a g e m e n t in 
know ledge-in tensive  organisations, a n d  e th ica l 
im plications of Rad io  F req u e n cy  Identification (RFID) 
in pub lic  libraries.

O ur po pu la r C o n fe re n c e  E n co re  a t  the N ational 
Library inc lu d ed  a  YouTube presentation  by R ach e l 
G re e n , o n e  of the  keyno te  speakers a t  the 2011 
Library Tech n ic ian s C o n fe re n c e , w hile  Robin Bell 
g a v e  a  g re a t presentation  on the N ew  Librarians 
Sym posium , em phasising p ap ers on a  ran g e  of 
program s th a t strengthen the d e ve lo p m e n t of 
te ch n o lo g y  skills a n d  kno w led g e . N aom i an d  
Noellen from  the N ational M useum  spoke ab o u t 
the N ational Library Tech n ic ian s c o n fe re n c e . They 
c a m e  b a c k  w ith lots of id e as from presentations 
an d  tours.

W e h a v e  also  h ad  a  series of m ore so c ia l events 
as p art of our p rogram  for 2011. A t the start of 2011 
w e  h ad  a  recep tio n  for A nne-M arie  Schw irtlich , 
the n e w  N ational Library D irecto r-G enera l. Our 
M idwinter Dinner in August took p la c e  a t  C a n b e rra  
Southern Cross C lu b  Y a ch t C lu b  an d  inc lu d ed  
presentation  the ALIA A C T ive  a w a rd  for sustained 
contribution 2011 to Kym H olden, for her m an y 
contributions to her profession o ver 20 years .
R en ee  Schuttlew orth  w a s  also reco g n ised  for her

sign ificant contributions. Our m ajor e ve n t w a s  our 
Christm as ce le b ra tio n  o rgan ised  b y  A ileen  Weir. 
A ileen  a rran g e d  for all those w ho  a tte n d e d  to h a v e  
after-hours a c c e s s  to the  H andw ritten  exhibition a t  
the N ational Library an d  w e  a p p re c ia te  this support 
p rovided  b y  the N ational Library, w ho  also p rovided  
our m eeting  v e n u e  free  of c h a rg e .

In 2012 our o b jective  is to in crease  the num ber of 
contributors to the organising of our forums, socia l 
events, an d  library visits. In a  tim e of bu d g e tary  
constrains for m an y  librarians the training from such 
free  opportunities is vital. W e e n co u ra g e  e ve ryo ne  in 
the ACT to assist an d  w e lc o m e  n e w  library staff and  
ideas to m ake  the 2012 events m ore exciting still.

With 2012 w ell under w a y , w e  a re  p lanning  for the 
Valu ing Libraries W orkshop  in M ay  w h ich  will look a t  
m ethodo log ies an d  c a s e  studies on h o w  to va lu e  
your library an d  its se rv ices an d  h o w  to dem on strate  
this to your m ajor stakeho lders.
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