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It’s all in the name
O n e  o f th e  g re a t c h a n g e s  in th e  lib ra ry  a n d  in fo rm a tio n  

s e c to r o v e r th e  years has b e e n  o u r o w n  n o m e n c la tu re . W e 
used to  m ostly  b e  librarians, b e  it re fe re n c e , a d u lt, o r yo u th  
services, in te rlib ra ry  loans o r w h ic h e v e r  n ic h e  a p p lie d . O r 
c a ta lo g u e rs , or, e v e n tu a lly  -  if w e  w e re  lu c k y  -  m a n a g e rs .

W e 'v e  b e c o m e  m u c h  m o re  c re a t iv e  o v e r th e  last 20 
years. ALIA inse rted  th e  w o rd  “ in fo rm a tio n "  in ou r o w n  
title  in th e  1980s a n d  INCITE's o w n  sty le  g u id e  n o w  calls 
fo r m e m b e rs  o f th e  profession to  b e  kn o w n  as “ lib ra ry  
a n d  in fo rm a tio n  pro fessiona ls". A n d  in th e  1990s th e  w o rld  
d is c o v e re d  -  re -d is c o v e re d  -  th e  w o rd  ‘ k n o w le d g e ’ .

So INCITE to o k  a  look  a ro u n d  to  see h o w  those  
buzzw ords h a v e  c h a n g e d  th e  w a y  w e  d e s c rib e  ourselves. 
A ll th e  titles on  this list a re  all rea l -  a n d  b y  no  m e a n s  d o  all 
o f  th e m  in c lu d e  th e  w o rd  ‘ lib ra ry ’ o r ‘ l ib ra r ia n ’ a n y  m ore .

For m o re  id e a s  fo r yo u r n e x t jo b  rec lass ifica tion , visit 
th e  so u rce  o f this list a t  Real Job Titles for Library and 
Information Science Professionals (see w h a t  w e  m e a n ? ) a t  
www.michellemach.com/jobtitles/realjobs. O r yo u  c o u ld  
fo llo w  b lo g g e r  B ib liobake r's  le a d  (libetiquette.blogspot. 
com.au), w h o  p o s te d  th a t  she w o u ld  m u c h  p re fe r to  b e  
kn o w n  as “ The Empress o f T im e a n d  S p a c e ". Thesaurus, 
a n y o n e ?
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Did you know?
S t a r t i n g  f r o m  n o w ,  a ll  n e w  a n d  e x i s t i n g  N e x is ,  N e x i s D i r e c t  a n d  L e x i s N e x i s  P u b l i s h e r *  
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