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G e t  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  m a d  m o n t h  o f  M a y

In A d e la id e , th e  m o n th  o f M a rc h  is o ff ic ia lly  
d e s ig n a te d  as th e  ‘m a d  m o n th ' b e c a u s e  those  
fo u r w eeks  a re  s tu ffe d  to  burs ting  w ith  th e  A d e la id e  
Festival o f Arts, th e  V8 m o to r ra c e , W o m a d e la id e ,
The Fringe, a n d  m ore . But fo r lib ra ry  la n d , m a d  m o n th  
is M a y . C h e c k  y o u r d ia ry  n o w  a n d  s ta rt m a k in g  p lans 
b e c a u s e  In fo rm a tio n  A w areness M o n th , A ustra lian  
L ibrary a n d  In fo rm a tio n  W eek, a n d  N a tio n a l 
S im u ltaneous S to ry tim e  a re  on  the ir w a y .
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l ib ra ry  in fo rm a tio n  week 2012

N o t  t o o  c r a n k y  f o r  N a t i o n a l  

S i m u l t a n e o u s  S t o r y t i m e

T h i n k  O u t s i d e  T h e  B o o k

This y e a r o u r th e m e  fo r L ibrary a n d  In fo rm a tio n  
W eek  (M a y  20-26) is Think Outside The Book. H ow  
w ill y o u  c e le b ra te  all th a t  is w o n d e r fu l a b o u t 
in fo rm a tio n  a n d  resources th a t  a re n 't  in books? This 
is a lso  a  g re a t th e m e  to  p ro m o te  p ra c t ic a l lite ra c y  
skills -  w h e th e r  it's  re a d in g  instructions fo r a  m e d ic a l 
p re sc rip tio n , a  re c ip e , o r a  bus t im e ta b le . O r (gasp) 
a  g o v e rn m e n t fo rm . Frontline s ta ff m e m b e rs  in lib ra ry  
a n d  in fo rm a tio n  services h e lp  p e o p le  w ith  these  
b a s ic  l ite ra c y  skills e v e ry  d a y , so le t's  c e le b ra te  th e  
m a n y  w a ys  in w h ic h  w e  serve  ou r co m m u n itie s .

The Very Cranky Bear b y  N ick B land is o u r ch o se n  
b o o k  fo r N a tio n a l S im u ltaneous S to ry tim e  (NSS) on 
W e d n e s d a y  M a y  23. N a tio n a l S im u ltaneous S to ry tim e 
n o w  takes  p la c e  in o v e r 1100 lo ca tio n s  a n d  re a c h e s  
170 000 ch ild re n  -  le t's  k e e p  th a t  n u m b e r g ro w in g  in 
th e  N a tio n a l Year o f R ead ing !

M a y  is th e  m o n th  to  p ro m o te  yo u r lib ra ry  a n d  
yo u  w ill find  lots o f resources on  th e  ALIA w e b s ite  
to  h e lp  yo u  d o  it, ra n g in g  fro m  resources fo r L ibrary 
a n d  In fo rm a tio n  W eek  to  m e rc h a n d is e  fo r N a tio n a l 
S im u ltaneous S to ry tim e. There 's a lso a d v ic e  a b o u t 
ta k in g  y o u r s to ry  to  y o u r lo c a l m e d ia  a n d  m u ch , 
m u c h  m ore .

Looking fo r o th e r ideas?  D o n 't  fo rg e t M a y  a lso 
in c lu d e s  M a y  D a y  (M a y  1, w h e n  ALIA pa rtne rs  Blue 
Shield to  p ro m o te  d isaster p re p a red n e ss ), W orld  
Press F re e d o m  D a y  (M a y  3), N a tio n a l V o lunteers 
W eek  (M a y  14-20), In te rn a tio n a l M u se u m  D a y  (M a y  
18), a n d  W orld  D a y  fo r C u ltu ra l D iversity (M a y  21) 
N a tio n a l L ibrary Techn ic ians  D a y  (M a y  22).
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