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G iv in g  u p  a n o n y m ity
L a s t  y e a r  w a s  a  t r a n s fo r m a t iv e  y e a r  f o r  l ib ra ry  

s c i e n c e  s t u d e n t  J u l ia  G a r n e t t .  S h e  e m b r a c e d  h e r  

n e w  p r o f e s s io n  w ith  h e r  h e a r t ,  s o u l , a n d  v o i c e ,  u s in g  

A L I A ’s  5 th  N e w  L ib ra r ia n s  S y m p o s iu m ’s  t h e m e  o f  

m e t a m o r p h o s i s  to  t a k e  f l ig h t  t o w a r d s  h e r  n e w  c a r e e r .

In J a n u a r y  2 0 1 1 , I to o k  a  le a p  a n d  a p p lie d  fo r th e  

L ib ra ry  a n d  In fo rm a t io n  S c ie n c e  p ro g ra m  a t  Q u e e n s la n d  

U n ive rs ity  o f T e c h n o lo g y  (Q U T). W ith  a n  Eng lish  d e g re e  

a n d  tw o  y e a rs  e x p e r ie n c e  in  m a rk e t in g  b e h in d  m e , I 

w a n t e d  m o re , so  I d e c id e d  to  g o  fo r it. M y  fa m ily  w a s  

th rille d . M y  fr ie n d s  g a v e  m e  lots o f ‘likes' o n  F a c e b o o k .

M y  h u s b a n d  u p g ra d e d  m y  M a c b o o k . S u d d e n ly  I w a s  a  

fu ll-tim e  m a s te r 's  s tu d e n t , b u t  p a r t  o f m e  w a s  still a  sh y

I'VE NEVER BEEN SO E X C I T E D  

A B O U T  W O R K !"

c o u ld  fit in th a t  y e a r , from  p re s e n ta t io n s  a n d  tours to  drinks 

a n d  q u iz  n ig h ts , a n d  I m e t  a  lo t o f p e o p le . 2011 h a s  b e e n  

a ll a b o u t  p ro fe s s io n a l d e v e lo p m e n t , a n d  th a t  m e a n t  

b u ild in g  a n  o n lin e  id e n t ity . I n o w  b lo g  u n d e r  m y  full n a m e , 

a n d  I b o u g h t  a  d o m a in  n a m e  th a t  m a t c h e s  m y  Tw itte r 

h a n d le . F in a lly , I to o k  a  d e e p  b r e a th , w a r m e d  u p  m y  

s in g in g  v o ic e ,  a n d  u p lo a d e d  m y  first Y o u T u b e  v id e o .

W h y  G o  to  N LS 5 ?  -  a  p a r o d y  o f D o n  M c L e a n 's  

A m e r ic a n  P ie  -  w a s  m y  e n try  to  a  c o n te s t  fo r f re e  

re g is tra t io n  to  A L IA 's  5 th N e w  L ib ra r ia n s  S y m p o s iu m  (NLS5) 

in  P e rth . I s a n g  m y  w a y  th ro u g h  m y  m e ta m o rp h o s is  from  

girl to  u n d e rg ra d  to  lib ra ry  s tu d e n t . To m y  su rp rise , th e  

N e w  G e n e ra t io n  A d v is o ry  C o m m it te e  (N G A C )  a w a r d e d  

th e  p rize  to  m y  "q u irky , fa b u lo u s ly  c le v e r "  v id e o . S in c e  I'm  

still re la t iv e ly  n e w  to A u s t ra lia , I th o u g h t NLS5 w o u ld  b e  a  

g re a t  w a y  to  m e e t  p e o p le  a n d  g e t  in v o lv e d  in  m y  n e w  

p ro fe s s io n . I o rd e re d  b u s in e ss  c a rd s , p a c k e d  m y  b a g s , 

a n d  p r e p a re d  to  re p re s e n t  QUT a n d  n e w  g ra d s  in  P e rth .

Q UT e n c o u r a g e s  s tu d e n ts  to  b u ild  a  p e rs o n a l le a rn in g  

n e tw o rk  (P LN ). I h ig h ly  v a lu e  m y  PLN a n d  th e  su p p o rt  o f 

m y  p e e r s . I c o u ld n 't  h a v e  a s k e d  fo r a  b e t t e r  g ro u p  o f 

p e o p le  to  s tu d y  w ith . T h e y 'v e  b e c o m e  m y  fr ie n d s , m y  

a d v is o rs , m y  fa n  c lu b , a n d  th e  first m e m b e rs  o f m y  PLN .

M y  n e tw o rk  is b u rstin g  w ith  k n o w le d g e , e n c o u r a g e m e n t , 

a n d  a m u s e m e n t , a n d  it's  g ro w n  s in c e  th e  sy m p o s iu m . 

N e tw o rk in g  w ith  o th e r  NLS5 a t t e n d e e s  w a s  a  c h a l le n g e  

I se t fo r m y se lf , a n d  I c a n ' t  tell y o u  h o w  v a lu a b le  th o se  

c o n n e c t io n s  a re  -  n o w , a n d  in to  th e  fu tu re .

T h e re  w e r e  so  m a n y  iP a d s , la p to p s , a n d  sm a rt  p h o n e s  

a t  N LS5; y o u 'd  b e  fo rg iv e n  fo r th in k in g  y o u 'd  w a lk e d  in  o n  

a n  IT c o n fe r e n c e .  L u d d ite  lib ra r ia n s?  H a rd ly . T w e e ts , b lo g s , 

a n d  p h o to s  t a x e d  th e  c o n fe r e n c e  w ire le ss  a s  w e  s h a re d  

little g e m s  w ith  p e o p le  w h o  c o u ld n 't  b e  w ith  us.

T h e  g u e s t  le c tu re rs  I 'v e  h e a rd  a t  QUT g a v e  m e  a n  

in d ic a t io n  o f h o w  d e d ic a t e d  in fo rm a t io n  p ro fe ss io n a ls  

a r e , b u t I w a s  u n p re p a r e d  fo r a  b a llro o m  full o f th e m .

It w a s  o v e rw h e lm in g , in sp irin g , a n d  a  little in t im id a t in g .

T h e  in tro v e rt  in m e  w a s  o u t o f m y  c o m fo r t  z o n e , b u t  th e

C a n a d ia n  girl w h o  lo v e d  

lib ra rie s  a n d  th e  a n o n y m ity  

o f b lo g g in g .

I'm  n o t a n o n y m o u s  

a n y m o re . I a t t e n d e d  a s  

m a n y  lib ra ry  e v e n ts  a s  I

fr ie n d ly , e n th u s ia s t ic  v ib e  a t  NLS5 d re w  m e  in . S u d d e n ly  

I w a s  a  p a r t  o f s o m e th in g  b ig g e r  -  p a r t  o f a  p a s s io n a te , 

e v o lv in g  p ro fe ss io n  th a t  v a lu e s  life lo n g  le a rn in g , 

e n g a g e m e n t , c o l la b o ra t iv e  re s e a r c h , a n d  in fo rm a t io n  

n e e d s .

T h e  s p e a k e r s  w e r e  a u t h e n t ic , e n e rg is e d , a n d  full o f 

id e a s . W e  h e a rd  a b o u t  s to ry te llin g , d ig ita l fu tu re s , tre n d s , 

h id d e n  ru le b o o k s , r e s e a r c h , e n te r in g  th e  w o rk fo rc e , 

n e tw o rk s , a n d  m e ta m o rp h o s is  (th e  c o n fe r e n c e  th e m e ) .

I a l r e a d y  k n e w  th a t  n o t e v e r y  in fo rm a t io n  p ro fe s s io n a l 

w o rk s  in  a  p u b l ic  lib ra ry , b u t  h e a r in g  from  p e o p le  in 

th e  fie ld  m a d e  it m o re  re a l . C a r e e r  o p tio n s  s e e m e d  

b o u n d le s s . I 'v e  n e v e r  b e e n  so  e x c it e d  a b o u t  w o rk !

le a rn .

L e a rn in g  d o e s n 't  

ju st h a p p e n  in  fo rm a l 

e n v iro n m e n ts . In ve s t 

in y o u rse lf . W h e th e r  

it 's  a t te n d in g  a  

c o n fe r e n c e  o r 

t e a c h in g  y o u rse lf  

a  n e w  to o l, y o u r 

e x p e r ie n c e s  c a n  

le a d  to  a m a z in g  

o p p o rtu n it ie s . B e in g  

th e  A L IA  N G A C

T h e  p h ra s e  " e m e rg in g  p ro fe s s io n a ls  w a s  u se d  in o n e  

se ss io n , a n d  I fe e l it a c k n o w le d g e s  d e d ic a t io n  to  se lf­

d r iv e n  d e v e lo p m e n t . P ro fe ss io n a l d e v e lo p m e n t  ta k e s  

re a l w o rk , b u t y o u  d o n 't  h a v e  to  d o  it o n  y o u r o w n . A sk  

s o m e o n e  y o u  a d m ire  if th e y 'll m e n to r  y o u . Build  u p  y o u r 

o w n  PLN , se t g o a ls , a n d  e n c o u r a g e  e a c h  o th e r  to  g o  

fo r th o se  jo b s  th a t  s e e m  o u t o f r e a c h .  M o re  th a n  o n e  

s p e a k e r  to ld  us h o w  th e y 'd  p u s h e d  th e m s e lv e s  a n d  

la n d e d  a  g re a t  ro le  -  so  d o n 't  u n d e re s t im a te  yo u rse lf .

A s n e w  g ra d s , w e  c a n  b r in g  o u r e n th u s ia s m , c re a t iv it y , 

fre sh  p e r s p e c t iv e s ,

cu rio s ity , e n e rg y , 

a n d  c o m m itm e n t  to EMERGING FROM 
HER CHRYSALIS: 
JULIA GARNETT

w in n e r  g a v e  m e  

a n  e a s y  w a y  to

in t ro d u c e  m y se lf , a n d  I fo u n d  th a t  s o m e  p e o p le  a l r e a d y  

re c o g n is e d  m e . D o n 't  fo rg e t  to  in v e s t  in  y o u r c o m m u n ity , 

to o  -  v o lu n te e r , e n g a g e  w ith  y o u r p e e r s , a n d  c o n tr ib u te  

in a  m e a n in g fu l w a y .  If y o u 're  e x c it e d , y o u  m a y  in sp ire  

o th e rs  to  b e  to o .

J u lia  G a r n e t t
garnett.julia@gmail.com

Ju lia  G a rn e tt  is a n  e n th u s ia s tic  s tu d e n t o f lib ra ry  a n d  
in fo rm a tio n  s c ie n c e , a n d  she c a n ' t  w a it  to  e n te r  
th e  p ro fess ion . Her fa v o u r ite  th ings  a re  re a d in g , 
w rit in g , d a n c in g , a n d  a  g o o d  c u p  o f te a , m ost 
o f w h ic h  c a n  b e  fo u n d  in a  lib ra ry . S ince  she 's 
n o t a n o n y m o u s  a n y m o re , y o u  c a n  fo l lo w  he r on 
T w itte r (@ jzgarne tt) o r re a d  he r b lo g , Seeker. Finder. 
R eader. ( jz g a rn e tt.c o m )
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