
RE
G

U
LA

RS
23

W e b b 's  W e b
Book publishing - the 
way ahead

In F e b ru a ry  2 0 1 0 , th e  

C o m m o n w e a lt h  G o v e rn m e n t  

e s ta b lis h e d  th e  B o o k  In d u stry  

S t ra t e g y  G ro u p  u n d e r  th e  

c h a irm a n s h ip  o f B a rry  Jo n e s , to  lo o k  

m a in ly  a t  th e  p o te n t ia l im p a c t  o f 

d ig ita l p u b lish in g  in  A u s t ra lia . T h e  

G ro u p 's  re p o rt w a s  p re s e n te d  to  

M in iste r C a r r  in S e p t e m b e r  2011 a n d  

h a s  n o w  b e e n  p u b lis h e d  a t  tinyurl. 
com /72xkum v .

The expectations of The 
People

T h e re 's  a  b it o f a  k e rfu ffle  g o in g  

o n  in  tw o  c o n t in e n ts  a b o u t  o n lin e  

p e tit io n s . B o th  in th e  US ( tinyurl. 
com /8a8 jh6c ) a n d  th e  UK (tinyurl. 
com /7m hm 6oe ) , t h e y 'v e  in v ite d  

c it ize n s  to  su b m it p e t it io n s  o n lin e  

-  a n d  it lo oks like  th e  in it ia t ive s  

h a v e  b e e n  fa r  to o  s u c c e s s fu l . In 

b o th  ju r isd ic t io n s , th o se  p u ttin g  

fo rw a rd e d  th e  p e tit io n s  h a v e  

b e e n  d is a p p o in te d  to  fin d  th a t  th e  

p ro p o s a ls  h a v e n 't  b e e n  ta k e n  u p , or 

a t  le a s t  n o t ta k e n  u p  q u ic k ly  e n o u g h . 

N o w  it's  p r o b a b ly  th a t  th e  ru les a n d  

c r ite r ia  h a v e n 't  b e e n  s p e lle d  ou t 

p ro p e r ly  a t  th e  b e g in n in g , b u t it 

m ig h t b e  s e e n  th a t  th e  a u th o rit ie s  

a r e n 't  r e a l ly  g e n u in e  a b o u t  th e  

w h o le  th in g . It's just a n o th e r  e x a m p le  

o f n o t th in k in g  th ro u g h  th e  p ro p o s a l 

b e fo re  y o u  g o  a h e a d  w ith  it.

Access to parliamentary 
information

T h e  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  P a r l ia m e n ta ry  

L ib ra r ie s  o f A u s t ra la s ia  h a s  p u b lis h e d  

a  re p o rt o n  th e  e x te n t  o f A u s tra lia n  

p a r l ia m e n ta r y  m a te r ia l o n lin e  o n  

its w e b s ite  a t  tinyurl.com /86cyozb , 

c o v e r in g  th e  n a t io n a l a n d  s ta te  

p a r lia m e n ts  in th e  a re a s  o f H a n s a rd , 

live  (a n d  a r c h iv e d )  b r o a d c a s t in g  

a n d  o th e r  p a r l ia m e n ta r y  in fo rm a t io n  

p ro d u c ts . It's a  u se fu l re p o rt -  b o th  

fo r p a r l ia m e n t a r y  a n d  o th e r  lib ra rie s  

a n d  fo r th e  g e n e ra l c o m m u n ity .

O n e  m in o r c o m m e n t  I h a v e  is th a t  

it s ta te s  th a t  th e  C o m m o n w e a lth  

h a s  c o m m it te d  to  im p le m e n t in g  

W C A G  2 .0  L e v e l A A  b y  D e c e m b e r  

2 0 1 4 , a n d  w ill th e re fo re  b e  re q u ire d  

to  im p le m e n t  c a p t io n in g  fo r live  

a u d io  a n d  v id e o  c o n t e n t ; in f a c t ,  a ll 

A u s t ra lia n  g o v e rn m e n t  h a v e  m a d e  

this c o m m itm e n t , a n d  th e re fo re  h a v e  

a  lo t o f w o rk  to  d o .

Getting real feedback
A t w eb-re form -d ia logue. 

id e a sca le .co m /a /p a n e l.d o , th e  US

G o v e rn m e n t  se t u p  a  s ite  lo o k in g  

fo r a d v ic e  fro m  th e  c o m m u n ity  o n  

w a y s  to  im p ro v e  F e d e ra l w e b s ite s . 

T h e  id e a s  th a t  h a v e  b e e n  su b m itte d  

c a n  th e n  b e  v o te d  o n  b y  o th e r  

c o n tr ib u to rs . T h e  th in g  th a t  im p re sse d  

m e  m o st is th a t  th e  v o te  ta l ly  is o fte n  

n e g a t iv e , ie  m o re  p e o p le  d is like  th e  

id e a  th a n  su p p o rt  it -  w h ic h  m e a n s  

th a t  th e y 'r e  re a l ly  a p p ly in g  s o m e  

c r it ic a l e v a lu a t io n  to  th e  e x e rc is e . 

A n d  b e s id e s  th a t , th e re  a re  q u ite  a  

f e w  g o o d  p ro p o s a ls .

Communications models
It's b e c o m in g  a  little t ire so m e  to 

s e e  th e  p ro se ly tis in g  a b o u t  s o c ia l 

m e d ia  a n d  th e  d e a t h  o f e m a il. T h e  

la te s t  p o st th a t  c a u g h t  m y  e y e  w a s  

a  t w e e t  th a t  w e b s ite s  a r e  "just" d a t a  

re p o s ito r ie s  a n d  th a t  s o c ia l m e d ia  

is w h e r e  it 's  a ll h a p p e n in g ; this from  

a  p e rs o n  w h o  sty les h im se lf a s  a  

c o m m u n ic a t o r  a n d  is re sp o n s ib le  

fo r o n e  o f th e  b e t te r  g o v e rn m e n t  

w e b s ite s  g o in g  a ro u n d .

P e o p le  w ill c o n t in u e  to  u se  

w h a t e v e r  m e d iu m  th e y  fin d  m e e ts  

th e ir  n e e d s  b e s t . A s fo r w e b s ite s  

b e in g  d e p o s e d  b y  s o c ia l m e d ia , I 

d o n 't  th ink  th e y  e v e r  w e r e  h o tb e d s  

o f d isc u ss io n .

E q u a lly  t ire so m e  is th e  b ia s  s o m e  

p e o p le  h a v e  a g a in s t  Tw itte r. T h e  

a d m in is tra to r  o f o n e  lo c a l (w e b -  

b a s e d )  d iscu ss io n  b o a rd  n e v e r  

lo ses a n  o p p o rtu n ity  to  h a v e  a  fling  

a t  th e  fo lk  w h o  tw e e t  a b o u t  th e ir 

b re a k fa s t  in 140 c h a r a c t e r s ,  w ith o u t 

re c o g n is in g  th a t  m a n y , m a n y  p e o p le

a re  u s in g  it fo r a  w h o le  r a n g e  o f 

p u rp o se s .

H o w  a b o u t  w e  ju st c e le b r a t e  

th e  d iv e rs ity  o f th e  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  

m e d ia  a v a i la b le  to  a ll o f u s?  It's n o t 

h a rd .

Getting it online
I r e c a l l th e  tim e  w h e n  I w a s  

w o rk in g  a t  th e  N a t io n a l L ib ra ry  a n d  

w e  d e c id e d  to  c o n v e r t  th e  c a r d  

c a t a lo g u e  to  a n  e le c t ro n ic  fo rm . It 

w a s  a  b ig  jo b  -  a n d  a  c o u ra g e o u s  

o n e  in  h in d s ig h t -  b u t  w e  w e re  

fo r tu n a te  in  b e in g  sm a ll e n o u g h  

to  a c h ie v e  it. I w a s  th in k in g  a b o u t  

this r e c e n t ly  w h e n  lis te n in g  to  a  

m a rv e llo u s  p re s e n ta t io n  b y  Dr E e f 

O v e r g a a u w  o n  th e  h isto ry  o f th e  

Berlin  S ta a ts b ib lio th e k . H e  w a s  

a s k e d  a b o u t  th e  p ro g re ss  th e y  w e re  

m a k in g  in  d ig itis in g  th e ir  m a n u s c r ip ts  

c o l le c t io n  a n d  h e  a n s w e re d  b y  

o u tlin in g  th e  s c o p e  o f its c a r d  

c a t a lo g u e  -  m u c h  o f w h ic h  is still 

h a n d w r it te n .

T h e  m o v e  to w a rd s  a n  o n lin e  

d a t a b a s e  is a lso  o n e  o f th e  e a r ly  

to p ic s  in  th e  L ib ra ry  o f C o n g re s s 's  

n e w  b lo g  o n  c o p y r ig h t  d ig it isa t io n  

(tinyurl.com /8533m u9 ) , n o tin g  

th a t  th e ir  a im  is to  o n e  d a y  h a v e  a  

c o m p le t e  d a t a b a s e  o f  th e ir 70 m illion  

h is to r ic a l re c o rd s . It w o n 't  h a p p e n  

o v e rn ig h t .

A Big British Newspaper 
Archive

The British L ib ra ry  a n d  
o n lin e  p u b lish e r b rig h tso lid  
h a v e  re le a s e d  th e  British 
N e w s p a p e r A rc h iv e  a t  w w w . 
b r it is h n e w s p a p e ra rc h iv e .c o .u k /, 
b u ild in g  o n  th e  L ibrary 's e a rlie r 
p ro je c t  w h ic h  w a s  fu n d e d  b y  a  
g ra n t fro m  JISC. Their p lans  a re  
to  d ig itise  u p  to  40 m illion  p a g e s  
fro m  th e  BL's c o lle c t io n  o v e r th e  
n e x t te n  yea rs  ( th e y 're  c u rre n tly  
u p  to  a ro u n d  3 m illion ).
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