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This y e a r , 2 0 1 2 , m a rk s  th e  75th a n n iv e r s a ry  o f A L IA  a n d  

this issu e  o f IN C ITE  c e le b r a t e s  this w o n d e r fu l m ile s to n e .

I'm  c e r ta in  th a t  o u r fo u n d in g  c o l le a g u e s  w o u ld  

b e  a s to u n d e d  a t  th e  c h a n g e s  in  o u r p ro fe s s io n  s in c e  

A L IA  w a s  e s ta b lis h e d  a s  T h e  Institu te  o f L ib ra r ia n s . 

T e le c o m m u n ic a t io n s , c o m p u te r s , a n d  o th e r  te c h n o lo g y , 

th e  a v a ila b i l i t y  a n d  a f fo rd a b il it y  o f  b o o k s , e d u c a t io n  

p r a c t ic e s  a n d  s ta n d a rd s , c e n s o rs h ip , c o p y r ig h t  a n d  rights 

m a n a g e m e n t  to  n a m e  ju st a  fe w , h a v e  c r e a t e d  a  v a s t ly  

d if fe re n t  w o rk in g  a n d  p ro fe s s io n a l la n d s c a p e  t o d a y  from  

th a t  w h ic h  w o u ld  h a v e  e x is te d  in  1937.

W h ile  th e  w a y  in w h ic h  w e  w o rk  h a s  c h a n g e d  

e n o rm o u s ly , th e  e s s e n c e  o f w h a t  w e  d o  h a s  c h a n g e d  

v e r y  little -  w e  still c o n n e c t  p e o p le  w ith  in fo rm a t io n , 

k n o w le d g e , a n d  s to rie s , a n d  

su p p o rt  th e ir  le a rn in g  a n d  

th e ir  r e c re a t io n .

A L IA  a n d  its p r e d e c e s s o r  

o rg a n is a t io n s  h a v e  b e e n  stro n g  

v o ic e s  fo r lib ra r ia n s  a n d  lib ra rie s  

w ith in  th e  c o m m u n ity  a n d  w ith  

g o v e rn m e n t  a n d  th a t 's  se t to 

c o n t in u e  this y e a r .

2 0 1 2  is a lso  th e  N a t io n a l 

Y e a r  o f R e a d in g  a n d  A L IA  is a  

fo u n d in g  p a r tn e r  a lo n g  w ith  th e  

p u b lic  l ib ra ry  a s s o c ia t io n s  a n d  

o u r S ta te  a n d  Te rrito ry  L ib ra r ie s . 

This is a  g re a t  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r 

a ll lib ra rie s  to  a d v o c a t e  th e  

im p o r t a n c e  o f r e a d in g  to  ou r 

s ta k e h o ld e rs  a n d  fu n d e rs  -  it 's  

a  s a d  f a c t  th a t  a lm o s t  46%  o f 

a d u lt  A u s tra lia n s  s tru g g le  w ith  

l i t e r a c y  a n d  this im p a c t s  o n  o u r 

e c o n o m ic  p ro s p e r ity  a n d  o u r 

s o c ia l c o h e s io n  a s  a  n a t io n .

A L IA  a n d  th e  fo u n d in g  p a rtn e rs  

w ill u se  N a t io n a l Y e a r  o f R e a d in g  to  ra ise  th e  p ro file  o f 

lib ra rie s  a n d  h ig h lig h t o u r link w ith  l i t e r a c y  to  a ll le v e ls  o f 

g o v e rn m e n t .

In o u r 75th a n n iv e r s a ry  y e a r  th e  A L IA  B ie n n ia l  

C o n f e r e n c e  w ill b e  h e ld  in  S y d n e y  a n d  I lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  

s e e in g  y o u  th e re  in Ju ly . T h e re  is a  g re a t  r a n g e  o f k e y n o te  

s p e a k e r s  a l r e a d y  c o n f irm e d  in c lu d in g  Ju s t ic e  M ic h a e l 

K irb y , IFLA P re s id e n t  Ing rid  P a re n t , a n d  UK futurist 

Tom  C h a t f ie ld .
O u r 2011 N a tio n a l A d v iso ry  C o n g re s s  c o n s id e re d  th e  

fu tu re  o f o u r p ro fe ss io n  a n d  th e re fo re  o u r A s s o c ia t io n .
I w a s  p le a s e d  to  b e  a b le  to  p e rs o n a lly  e n g a g e  w ith  

m e m b e rs  in S o u th  A u s tra lia , N o rthe rn  Territo ry , a n d  W e ste rn  

A u s tra lia  a n d  d iscu ss th e ir  v ie w s  o n  o u r p ro fe ss io n  a n d  its

fu tu re . It's fa ir  to  s a y  th e re  w a s  so m e  live ly  d e b a t e  d u ring  

th e  va r io u s  N A C  m e e t in g s  a n d  m o re  th a n  a  f e w  d iffe r in g  
o p in io n s o f w h a t  th e  fu tu re  h o ld s -  o th e r  th a n  a g re e m e n t  

th a t  c h a n g e  w ill c o n t in u e . A  s u m m a ry  of th e  2011 N A C  

c a n  b e  fo u n d  a t  www.alia.org.au/governance/nac/.

I w o u ld  like to  p a s s  o n  m y  c o n g ra tu la t io n s  to  th o se  

m e m b e rs  w illin g  to  s ta n d  fo r e le c t io n  to  th e  A L IA  B o a rd  

fo r th e ir  in te re s t in th e  A s s o c ia t io n  a n d  th e  fu tu re  o f ou r 

p ro fe s s io n . C o n g ra tu la t io n s  to  Ju lie  R a e  w h o  w ill b e  V ic e  

P re s id e n t/P re s id e n t-E le c t  fro m  M a y  a n d  to  in c o m in g  

B o a rd  m e m b e rs  E d m u n d  B a ln a v e s , E lke  D a w s o n , a n d  

A ile e n  W e ir; th e ir  c o m m itm e n t  to  A L IA  a n d  th e  p ro fe ss io n  

is w e lc o m e d .

T h e  B o a rd  c o n t in u e s  to  w o rk  to  p o s it io n  A L IA  

s t r a te g ic a lly  a n d  f in a n c ia l ly  to  su p p o rt  A u s t ra lia 's  lib ra ry  

c o m m u n ity . Like  m a n y  m e m b e r - b a s e d  o rg a n is a t io n s , A L IA  

c o n t in u e s  to  f a c e  c h a lle n g e s  s u c h  a s  m e m b e r  re te n t io n , 

in c re a s e d  f in a n c ia l p re ssu re s , a n d  e x p e c t a t io n s  o f 

m e m b e rs . T h e  B o a rd  is s tro n g ly  fo c u s e d  o n  

im p ro v in g  o u r f in a n c ia l p o s it io n , in c re a s in g  m e m b e r  

n u m b e rs  a n d  c o n s id e r in g  th e  lo n g e r  te rm  o u tlo o k  fo r 

A L IA  a n d  its m e m b e rs .

In this 75th a n n iv e r s a ry  y e a r , I w o u ld  c h a l le n g e  e a c h  

m e m b e r  to  t a k e  th e  le a d  from  o u r fo u n d e rs  a n d  b e  

a n  a d v o c a t e  fo r th e  p ro fe ss io n  a n d  fo r A L IA , a n d  

to  e n c o u r a g e  c o l le a g u e s  a n d  fr ie n d s  to  r e n e w  th e ir 

a c q u a in t a n c e  w ith  A L IA .

H a p p y  a n n iv e r s a ry  a n d  h a p p y  N a t io n a l Y e a r  o f 

R e a d in g !

M argaret Allen 
A L IA  P r e s id e n t
m a r g a r e t . a l l e n @ a l i a . o r g . a u

IN D U S T R Y  S N A P S H O T

T h e  s e v e n th  a n n u a l T ra n sT a s m a n  c o n fe r e n c e  o n  p u b lic  

lib ra rie s  h a s  b e e n  a n n o u n c e d  fo r 13 a n d  14 S e p t e m b e r  

a n d  w ill b e  h e ld  a t  th e  S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f V ic to r ia . The  

L e a rn in g  fo r  A ll: P u b lic  L ib ra r ie s  in A u s tra lia  a n d  N e w  

Z e a la n d  p ro g ra m  w ill e m p h a s is e  c o l la b o ra t io n  a n d  

d e v e lo p in g  a  g re a te r  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f p u b l ic  lib ra rie s  b y  

all le v e ls  o f g o v e rn m e n t .

T h e  W e s te rn  A u s t ra lia n  G ro u p  o f U n ive rs ity  L ib ra r ian s  

(W A G U L) h a s  s t e p p e d  u p  th e ir  p re v io u s  c o n t r a c t  w ith  

In g ra m  C o n te n t  G ro u p  to  a  n e w  le v e l, c o n firm in g  In g ra m  

a s  th e  c o n s o rt iu m 's  so le  su p p lie r  fo r p rin t a n d  d ig ita l 

c o n te n t  so lu tio n s . W A G U L  c o m p r is e s  W A 's  fo u r p u b l ic ly  

fu n d e d  u n ive rs it ie s : C u rt in , Ed ith  C o w a n , M u rd o c h , a n d  

th e  U n ive rs ity  o f W e s te rn  A u s t ra lia .

http://www.alia.org.au/governance/nac/
mailto:margaret.allen@alia.org.au

