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WHEREVER I WENT, T H E  A S S O C I A T I O N

WAS BY MY SIDE.

A  re la t io n sh ip  built to  last
Valerie Johnson may be retired from her 
librarianship career now but she’s still an active 
advocate for our chosen profession. As we prepare 
to celebrate 75 years of achievement for the 
Association, Valerie looks back on a professional 
partner that travelled with her from her first job 
in Victoria on to the northern Territory and down 
to Tasmania, providing support, education and 
friendship all the way.

Fifty yea rs  -  it's  o v e r 50 yea rs  s in ce  I jo in e d  th e  
A u s tra lia n  L ib ra ry  A sso c ia tio n . This a s s o c ia tio n  has 
in f lu e n c e d  a n d  in fo rm e d  m y  life  a n d  m y  th in k in g . As 
v e ry  ju n io r lib ra ry  ass is tan t I a n d  o thers , w e re  ‘ to ld ' 
to  a t te n d  m e e tin g s  o f th e  V ic to r ia n  S e c tio n  o f th e  
L ibrary A sso c ia tio n . Then w e  w e re  e n c o u ra g e d  b y  
s ta ff o f th e  V ic to r ia n  L ib ra ry  T ra in ing  S ch o o l to  jo in  as 
s tu d e n t m e m b e rs .

In th o se  e a r ly  d a ys  w e  
lis te n e d , e n tra n c e d , to  
speake rs  fro m  a ro u n d  th e  
w o r ld . W e m e t w ith  Sara 
F enw ick  a n d  assisted w ith  
he r s tu d y  o f c h ild re n 's  
lib ra ry  serv ices. There
w e re  w rite rs  a n d  illustra tors o n  th e ir A u s tra lia n  tours, 
b r in g in g  to  m in d  th e  visit o f  E d w a rd  A rd izzone , 
illus tra to r o f c h ild re n 's  books . A n  e n g a g in g  speake r, 
h e  k n e w  h o w  to  h o ld  th e  a tte n t io n  o f a n  a u d ie n c e , 
w h e th e r  a d u lts  o r c h ild re n . This visit w a s  m e m o ra b le  
fo r th e  d iffe re n c e s  h ig h lig h te d  b e tw e e n  m e n  a n d  
w o m e n  in th e  1960s. In this t im e  m o s t c h ie f lib ra rians 
w e re  m e n  -  a n d  th e y  s a t u p  o n  th e  p la tfo rm  w ith  
th e  spe a ke r. The fe w  sen io r w o m e n  h a d  th e  task o f 
lo o k in g  a fte r  su p p e r!

D uring  q u e s tio n  tim e  a n  e xp lo s io n  [v o c a l] fro m  
th e  b a c k  o f th e  ro o m  o c c u rre d ; "w h y  c a n ' t  so m e  o f 
th o se  s tu ffe d  shirts lo o k  a fte r  th e  u rn ? ". "W h a t w a s  
th a t? "  a ske d  th e  C h a irm a n . "O n ly  C o n s ie " c a m e  
th e  re p ly  fro m  s o m e w h e re . This w a s  m y  in tro d u c t io n  
to  C o n s ta n c e  P avey , w h e n  I w e n t  to  h e lp  he r 
w ith  th e  o v e rf lo w in g  urn. She se n t m e  b a c k  to  th e  
m e e tin g  e x p la in in g  a fte rw a rd s  th a t  she h a d  w a n te d  
to  ask a  q u e s tio n  a n d  th e  C h a irm a n  w o u ld  n o t 
a c k n o w le d g e  her.

H ow ever, th e  s tu ffe d  shirts w e re  h u m a n : w h ile  
b e in g  ‘ th e  boss' a t  w o rk , in A sso c ia tio n  a c tiv itie s  
th e y  d id  a ll th e y  c o u ld  to  te a c h  a n d  e n c o u ra g e  
y o u n g e r m e m b e rs . W h e n  a  g ro u p  o f y o u n g  
ones  w e re  g iv e n  th e  task o f o rg a n is in g  a  S e c tio n  
m e e tin g  w e  a ske d  for, a n d  g o t, h e lp  fro m  a ll th e  
C h ie f L ibrarians. W ith  d iscussion g ro u p s  a n d  p a n e l 
responses th e y  s h a re d  th e ir lib ra ry  e x p e r ie n c e . 
T o d a y  this w o u ld  b e  te rm e d  ‘m e n to r in g '.

E n c o u ra g e m e n t w a s  g iv e n  to  ta k e  o n  roles 
as assis tan t treasurer, s e c re ta ry , a n d  e v e n  cha ir, 
p ro v id in g  e x p e r ie n c e  e n a b lin g  us to  la te r ta k e  on

le a d e rs h ip  positions. In th e  m id-1960s th e  e n tire  
c o m m it te e  fo r th e  V ic to r ia n  C h ild re n 's  S e c tio n  w e re  
p e o p le  tra in e d  this w a y . C o n fe re n c e  a t te n d a n c e  
w a s  n o t jus t e n c o u ra g e d , b u t s u p p o rte d  b y  
p a y m e n t o f a ll costs. In 1966 six N u n a w a d in g  s ta ff 
m e m b e rs  w e re  s u p p o rte d  to  g o  to  B risbane  -  
u n h e a rd  o f to d a y !

M o v in g  to  Tasm an ia , I b e c a m e  m o re  o f a  
‘d is ta n c e ' m e m b e r, tra v e llin g  q u a r te r ly  to  H o b a rt to  
sha re  a c tiv itie s , in c lu d in g  th e  joys o f s to ry -te llin g  b y  
P a tric ia  S c o tt o f C la re n c e  Libraries. I still te ll Tom Tit 
Tot in th e  m a n n e r I le a rn e d  a t  this t im e . It a lso g a v e  
m e  th e  fo u n d a tio n s  fo r te a c h in g  s c h o o l lib ra rians in 
N orth  W est T asm an ia  a n d  la te r in A lic e  Springs.

W h e re v e r I w e n t,  th e  A sso c ia tio n  w a s  b y  m y  side. 
From p u b lic  lib raries to  c o lle g e s  a n d  universities, 
it tra v e lle d  w ith  m e . The V ic to r ia n  G re e n  T riang le  
assisted m e  to  re la te  to  Kooris a n d  o th e r  First 

A ustra lians. The C e n tra l 
A u s tra lia n  G ro u p  g a v e  m e  
e n c o u ra g e m e n t to  w r ite  fo r 
jou rna ls .

The NT B ranch  s u p p o rte d  
m e m b e rs  across th e  Territory, 
so it's  n o t surprising w e  linked  
to  th e  n e w  o n lin e  a c tiv itie s . 
S tra n g e  as it m a y  s e e m

to d a y , I c a n  re m e m b e r w h e n  e le c tro n ic  m e d ia  d id  
n o t exist, b u t  I c a n  re m e m b e r th e  e a r ly  p ro b le m s  
-  like w h e n  a  c o n tra c to r  c u t  th e  c o a x ia l c a b le  a t  
T e n n a n t C re e k , c u tt in g  A lic e  Springs o ff fro m  th e  rest 
o f th e  w o r ld  fo r  th re e  w eeks .

For m y  p o s t-g ra d u a te  stud ies I used  th e  p o s ta l 
system  to  su rvey  V ic to r ia n  a n d  T asm an ia  libraries, 
w h ile  te n  yea rs  la te r u p d a t in g  th e  results fo r 
p u b lic a t io n  w a s  m o s tly  e le c tro n ic . The A sso c ia tio n  
has k e p t a b re a s t o f e le c tro n ic  d e v e lo p m e n t so 
in this p a s t y e a r  I h a v e  b e e n  a b le  to  u n d e rta k e  
re se a rch  using th e  A s s o c ia tio n 's  o w n  resources 
th ro u g h  th e  w e b s ite .

C o n d e n s in g  th e  v a lu e  o f 50 yea rs  o f A sso c ia tio n  
s u p p o rt in to  a  fe w  w o rd s  m e a n s  m u c h  m ust b e  
o m itte d . But -  th e  A sso c ia tio n  g a v e  m e  tra in in g  a n d  
e d u c a t io n  a n d  it g a v e  m e  q u a lif ic a tio n s  th ro u g h  its 
o w n  e x a m in a tio n  system . Those q u a lif ic a tio n s  w e re  
a c c e p te d  b y  M e lb o u rn e  University, a llo w in g  m e  to  
u n d e rta k e  p o s t-g ra d u a te  s tu d y  w ith o u t a  p r im a ry  
d e g re e . The sha ring  o f p ro fess iona l k n o w le d g e  w ith  
o th e r  lib ra rians -  in itia lly  ra th e r a d -h o c ,  b u t la te r v ia  
th e  A s s o c ia tio n 's  o rg a n is e d  system s -  has p ro v e d  
to  b e  m y  s ta n d b y  th ro u g h o u t a  life  s p e n t m a in ly  in, 
a n d  w ith , libraries.
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