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E E I .. .  ENERGISE, ENTHUSE. INSPIRE
EEI gives a voice to the new generation of library and information professionals. If you have any suggestions 

or topics for this column, please contact the column co-ordinator Lesa Maclean at maclean.lesa@gmail.com

again .
Eighteen months into my library and information 

sc ien ce  (LIS) studies and I ca n  safely say  that 
being a  tertiary educator and  a  LIS student at the 
sam e time has been one of the most energising 
experiences of my professional life. I have  found 
the LIS focus on community, participation, 
engagem ent, support and reflection to be both 
astonishing and  refreshing.

The QUT curriculum I have com pleted  so far has 
revitalised my own ap p ro ach  to tertiary education  
in m any ways. For exam ple, my enthusiasm for 
the co n ce p t of the personal learning network 
now knows no bounds. I am  constantly sharing an  
interesting link to som e relevant content or ideas 
and w hen co lleagues ask w here I found it, the 
answer is -  invariably -  Twitter.

As an online student I have  seen the use of 
technology in curriculum delivery m odelled with 
great skill and expertise. It has inspired m e to 
e n g a g e  with my own distance students in new  
ways. My study has not only asked m e to reflect 
on the work I com plete, it has also helped m e to 
reflect on how  I interact with my students, evaluate  
my own practice  and see  w here I c a n  improve. So, 
as well as learning lots of wonderful things about
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Close encounters of the LIS kind
L e t ’s all sto p  a n d  think for a  m o m e n t a b o u t  w h a t  
w e  w e re  d o in g  in Ja n u a ry  1994. W e n d y  Davis w as  
m aking the d ecisio n  n o t to a c c e p t  a  p la c e  in a  
G ra d u a te  D iplom a in Library Studies a t Q u e e n sla n d  
University o f T e ch n o lo g y  (QUT). Instead , sh e  says, 
with all the w isdom  of a  20 y e a r  o ld  with a  d e g r e e  
in classica l p ia n o , sh e  d e c id e d  to start a  B a ch e lo r  
of Arts with a  d o u b le  m a jor in English. But fast 
forw ard  to Janu a ry , 2011 a n d  th ere  sh e  w as busy  
a pplying  for a  p la c e  in Q U T’s M a ster o f Inform ation  
T e ch n o lo g y  (Library a n d  Inform ation S c ie n c e s ) .

It w as all very last minute. Yet, one of the more 
spur of the m om ent 
decisions of my life 
has so far turned 
out to be one of the 
best. Let m e tell you 
why.

In 2006 I
graduated with 
a PhD in cultural 
studies. Very soon 
afterwards I vow ed
I'd never, ever study again. I w as tired and burned 
out. But, startling as it might seem , the life of a  
coffee-drinking lazy bones eventually got a  little 
boring. Something w as missing -  and that something 
w as learning. I had to fa c e  the fact that I w as a  
‘lifelong learner'. So, I thought b ack  to 1994 and I 
started searching the w eb  for courses in librarianship 
that could be com pleted  externally. I found QUT

"M Y STUDY HAS NO T O N LY A SK ED  M E TO R EFLEC T  

O N  THE W O R K  I C O M P LE T E , IT HAS ALSO HELPED 
ME TO REFLECT ON HOW I INTERACT WITH MY 
STUDENTS, EVALUATE M Y O W N  P R A C T IC E  A N D  SEE  

W H ERE I C A N  IM P R O V E."

LIS, I'm actually gaining and using skills from the LIS 
curriculum in my current d ay  job.

Confession time. Before my close encounters with 
LIS, I'd never written a  formal report or proposal. 
That's right, it's possible to survive, hidden a w a y  
in humanities departm ents and  only write essays. 
That's not all. How I wish I had com pleted  my unit 
in information retrieval before I had spent all those 
years researching and writing for my PhD. I'm now  
passionate about instilling in my preparatory writing 
students a  c lear understanding of how to effectively 
search for information. I ca n 't  w ait until I get to 
undertake QUT's information literacy unit b e cau se  
that's something that crosses over into my d ay  job

as well, and no doubt 
there's plenty I don't 
yet know.

I'm sure that as I 
continue on my steady  
journey through the 
course I'll have  m any  
more wonderful 
learning experiences 
that not only benefit 
me, but that I can  

use in other w ays and p laces. I often think back  
to 1994 and w onder how my life might have  been  
different if I had a c c e p te d  that initial p la ce  in 
QUT's LIS studies. However, my enthusiasm for w hat 
I am  experiencing with the present sh ape  of the 
LIS curriculum soon brushes those thoughts of the 
past aside. Any educational experience that can  
inspire such enthusiasm for my future must be  doing 
something right.
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