
Volume 33 Issue 7July 2012

G

S

***** TEACHING QUALITY 
***** GRADUATE SATISFACTION 
The Good Universities Guide 2012

A NEW MIX OF OPTIONS IN LEARNING MEANS 
MORE OPTIONS LATER IN YOUR CAREER

R e n e w a l is the c o n n e ctin g  th em e in library a n d  
information e d u ca tio n  in 2012. A t Edith C o w a n  
University (ECU), a  mix of n e w  staff plus significant 
c h a n g e s  to the co u rse  offering is crea tin g  n e w  
opportunities.

A new  major in Teacher Librarianship, to be  
offered with the School of Education, is planned to 
co m e on stream in 2013. New programs in 2013 will 
also include an entirely new  major in ECU's Bachelor 
of Education Secondary, providing students with 
a cce ss to a  dual qualification in teaching and  
librarianship.

We had our last intake of library technicians in 
2011 and w e  have now shifted our undergraduate  
programs to a  three year program based on our 
Bachelor of Information Technology degree. With 
the new  curriculum, ECU hopes library technician  
graduates will have  better a cce ss  to higher value  
career destinations in information services.

Students in the Bachelor of Information 
Technology (BIT) com plete an Information Services 
Major which is fully multi-disciplinary. In stream- 
based specialisations, student have  the opportunity 
to develop knowledge and skills in m anagem ent, 
marketing, enterprise information m anagem ent, 
information services m anagem ent, information 
literacy, project m anagem ent and w eb  information 
systems.

Hands-on technology skills also remain important. 
Looking at the landscape for courses and points 
of differentiation, w e  have d ecided  that w hat has 
traditionally worked for us -  hands-on exposure to 
enabling technologies -  will continue to guide the 
evolution of our courses. We feel this is more likely to 
be sustainable in the long run.

We are also encouraged  by the perform ance of 
LIS students in discipline areas o n ce  the preserve of 
information systems technology. Often LIS students 
are the best students in subjects such as systems 
analysis and design and markup languages.

We will be continuing to support our LibTechs 
through a  conversion pathw ay in the BIT that enables 
LibTech ECU graduates and current students to 
convert to a  three year degree with full credit for 
their LibTech studies. For most students, this will 
involve a  further year's study. This new  program was 
recently proposed for full ALIA Associate Membership 
eligibility, as part of ECU's course accreditation.

Changes in undergraduate programs will bring 
new  work integrated learning possibilities, in addition 
to the familiar two w eek practicums. Our students will 
be eligible to participate in the BIT Work Integrated

Learning Schem e, which sees high perform ance  
students spend a  semester working fulltime with an 
industry organisation relevant to their area  of study 
or expertise. We see Work Integrated Learning (WIL) 
as the capstone experience for near-graduating 
students and the perfect launching platform into a  
new  career.

The new  Teacher Librarianship major in the B.Ed. 
Secondary is an online undergraduate LIS major 
aim ed at producing information literacy, curriculum  
and technology in education specialists. The 
program value adds to LIS by providing students with 
the opportunity to b eco m e fully qualified secondary  
teachers.

New programs in 2013 will be supported by an  
extensive professional developm ent program that 
leverages research and teaching strengths of the 
School such as cyber security, accessibility and  
enterprise information m anagem ent.

Dr M ark Brogan
Post G rad u ate  Studies Coordinator, LIS 
School of Com puter and Security Scien ce , ECU
m.brogan@ecu.edu.au

I N F O R M A T I O N  S C I E N C E  

I S  H A N D S - O N  A T  E C U

E C U  is a le a d e r in in fo rm a tio n  sc ie n c e  re se a rc h  and 

te a c h in g . O v e r  th e  p a st tw o  y e a rs , E C U  s ta f f  and 

s tu d e n ts  h ave  w o n  in d u s try  e x c e lle n c e  aw ard s 

sp o n so re d  by A L IA  and G o o g le . A ll c o u rse s  a re  available 

o n -c a m p u s  and on line . W h a t 's  m o re , co m m e n c in g  firs t 

year, fu ll- t im e  s tu d e n ts  m ay  be elig ible fo r  a f re e  laptop. 

W ith  flex ib le , m u lti-d isc ip lin a ry  g radu ate  p rog ram s, th e  

road  to  a c a re e r  in in fo rm a tio n  se rv ic e s  is o p en .

F o r  m o re  d e ta ils , ca ll 1 3 4  E C U  (1 3 4  3 2 8 ) , 

e m a il fu tu re s tu d y @ e c u .e d u .a u  

o r  v is it  re a c h y o u rp o te n t ia l.c o m .a u  , m g m
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