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O U A  a t  C u r tin
Last year, Curtin University's D e p a rtm en t of 
Inform ation Studies b e c a m e  the first library a n d  
information studies d e p a rtm e n t in Australia to 
p ro v id e  information studies e d u c a tio n  through  
O p e n  Universities Australia (OUA). H o w ’s it g o in g ?  

Curtin University
is offering 
individual units for 
undergraduate  
students, and full 
courses (G raduate  
Diploma and  
Masters) for 
postgraduate  
courses through 
OUA. For secondary  
streams of study, 
undergraduate  
students c a n  take 
units from different 
universities in order 
to tailor a  degree  to 
their requirements, 
but if they intend 
to com plete an
accred ited  LIS qualification then they will e lect  
to graduate from Curtin University. This m eans 
that OUA students c a n  obtain Curtin University

qualifications in librarianship, corporate information 
m anagem ent and  archives.

Students entering Curtin's postgraduate units and  
courses need  to m eet the sam e entry requirements 
(a com pleted  d egree  in another discipline) as 
those students entering through more traditional 
pathways. The content of units and courses, and  
the assessm ent requirements are identical to 
those experienced by students enrolled directly

in Curtin courses.

“FOUNDATION UNITS SUCH AS RECORD 
KEEPING CONCEPTS AND PRACTICE HAVE 
A CONSIDERABLE APPEAL TO STUDENTS 

IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR PRIMARY DISCIPLINE -

AN INDICATION THAT THEY APPRECIATE
THE IMPORTANCE OF GOOD
INFORMATION AND RECORDS

HANDLING SKILLS
IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR MAJOR.”

“As used by the 
National Library 

of Australia!”
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D.I.Y Document delivery 
Public access scanning kiosks 
D.I.Y Archiving
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OUA students also 
have the sam e  
requirements 
with regard  
to w orkplace  
experience.

All OUA students 
study externally to 
the Curtin cam pus  
via d istance  
education. There 
are four study 
periods (equivalent 
in length to 
an a c a d e m ic  
semester) per year. 
The uptake has 
been impressive, 
given that the

current study period is only the third in which Curtin 
DIS has been offering through OUA. It would seem  
that the considerable interest in studying through 
OUA is created  by their significant advertising and  
promotional reach , and their emphasis on flexibility.

There are currently 169 undergraduate students 
and 62 postgraduate students enrolled through 
OUA. It is c lear that not all of these students intend 
to com plete an LIS qualifying course. Som e of 
them are enrolled in other courses of study but are  
choosing to take a  ‘minor stream' of library and  
information units. This is particularly noticeable  in 
the corporate information m anagem en t stream, 
with som e 80 students currently com pleting the 
foundation unit of Recordkeeping C o ncep ts and  
Practice . It is apparent that the foundation units 
such as this have  a  considerable ap p ea l to students 
irrespective of their primary discipline -  an indication 
that they ap p rec ia te  the im portance of good  
information and records handling skills irrespective 
of their major.

Teaching staff are still com ing to terms with som e  
of the quirks of dealing with this new  student cohort. 
It seem s that OUA ap p eals (particularly at the 
undergraduate level) to som e students who might 
co m e from non-traditional backgrounds in terms 
of university entry and this presents its own set of 
challenges, but it also has great potential in terms 
of broadening the potential base  of LIS graduates.
It is likely that the first Curtin OUA students will be  
graduating in 2013.
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