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THE EDUCATION OF THE INDUSTRY

Agenclies ofchange

Leading learning today isno small task. The scope
of thischallenge was highlighted in the Standing
Committee on Education and Employment’s
report, School Libraries And Teacher Librarians In
21st Century Australia.Teacher Librariaship Course
Director Judy O'Connell takes a look.

The leadership challenge placed before
teacher librarians
In rich multi-modal
environments
is both exciting
and challenging,
encompassing
as itdoes all
aspects of literacy,
information literacy,
technology, and professional development in
collaborative partnerships with students and
teachers. This inquiry has provided us with a
substantial review that indicates the vital need to
continue the conversation about what a teacher
librarian is, does, and can do into the future.

For practitioners working in and involved with

Training Solutions

to suit your

B usiness N eeds

Library and Information Services provides a
range of training options to support small and
large organisations in continuing professional
development for their staff.

Our Mount Druitt campus offers the following
qualifications to meet the needs of staff from libraries
at local schools, councils, universities and hospitals:

« Certificate Il in Library and Information Services
« Diploma of Library and Information Services.

Other support services offered to libraries include:

= Traineeship programs for new and existing workers

= Customised training solutions

= Work design services

= Qualified assistant and technician level employees
to suit your library.
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SUBSTANTIAL REVIEW THAT INDICATES THE VITAL

ABOUT WHAT A TEACHER LIBRARIAN IS, DOES,
AND CAN DO

teacher librarianship, this report has been of
significant importance in highlighting the evolving
context and changing needs encompassed in
providing quality library and information services in
our schools.

The report highlighted the vital role that
information professionals in the field of teacher

librarianship play in the

“this INQUIRY HAS PROVIDED US WITH A preparation of our children

and youth in 21¢century
learning contexts. Teacher

NEED TO CONTINUE THE CONVERSATION librarians provide leadership

through delivering quality
information services within
INTO THE FUTURE." their schools, with an
increasingly strong focus
on digital resources and
environments. School libraries are vital agencies for
change.

Students in the Master of Education (TL) program
at Charles Sturt University soon discover the breadth
of these leadership opportunities, particularly
new forms of online information curation, digital
citizenship, social media, Web 3.0, tools such as QR
codes and augmented reality, and the power of
personal learning networks. As one student noted,
“lbelieve one of my big learning moments has
been the understanding of how lwish to portray
myself as a professional in the information world.
With people following me on Twitter lhave an
obligation to maintain my professional integrity in
order to be seen as someone who iswilling to share
and learn from her network".

New technologies and social media platforms
are driving an unprecedented reorganisation
of the learning environment in and beyond
schools. Recognising this, the Australian School
Library Association (ASLA) has committed to
preparing a Futures Paper, which will focus
on 21st century learning in Australian schools.
Working collaboratively with representatives
from government and non-government
departments of education, national principals’
associations, education unions, and universities
offering training in teacher librarianship, the
futures paper will provide directions of change,
and recommendations for national and state
governments. Dr Hilary Hughes (QUT) and Judy
O'Connell (CSU) are members of the core Futures
Focus working party. This paper isscheduled for
presentation in the last quarter of 2012.
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