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National RFID data profile endorsed
A t its Febru a ry  m eetin g , the ALIA B oard  e n d o rse d  
the N ational RFID D a ta  Profile.

The increasing take up of radio frequency  
identification (RFID) in Australian libraries together 
with the publication of ISO Standard 28560 w ere  
the catalysts for developing a  national d ata  
m odel to operationalise the standard and ensure 
interoperability betw een libraries.

The ad v an tag e  of a  com m on profile based  on 
ISO 28560 is that libraries will be ab le  to read e a ch  
other's tags and  establish a  shared interpretation 
of som e of the com m only used, but optional, d ata  
elements, enhancing interoperability and facilitating 
interlibrary lending. The com bination of the library 
item's identification number and the owning 
institution's ISIL (International Standard Identifier for 
Libraries) c o d e  enab les a  system of unique item 
identification across all library sectors as well as all 
states and territories.

In November last year, Alan Butters from Sybis 
Consulting led a  group of practitioners in a  
workshop to develop a  d ata  m odel that would be
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useful, a c c e p ta b le  and practical for all libraries 
deploying RFID in Australia to adopt. Workshop 
participants included Geoff Payne, Chair of the 
IT_019 Standards Com m ittee, ALIA'S representative 
on IT19, Karen Kealy, and  representatives from 
a c a d e m ic , public and specia l libraries from most 
states in Australia. The workshop w as generously 
sponsored by the three major vendors, 3M, 
Bibliotheca, and  FE Technologies, who have  also 
had input into the final recom m endations.

After careful deliberation and discussion, 
the group d e cid ed  to recom m end the model 
developed  by South Australia as the most practical 
method of achieving standardisation of d ata  tags. 
The ad v an tag e  of the South Australian m odel is 
that it is simple and  requires only a  small am ount of 
m and ated  information in three fields while providing 
enough d ata  to m ake the tag useful and  ab le  to be  
used in off-line m ode.

The resulting docum ent provides som e necessary  
background information on RFID standards and  
interoperability issues within Australian libraries and  
introduces ISO 28560, the new  data  standard for 
RFID in libraries and offers guidelines for its use. It 
also presents a  well-considered d ata  profile aim ed  
at preserving and  even improving interoperability 
following a  migration to RFID and includes 
information for use w hen approaching the library 
RFID supplier comm unity to ensure co m plian ce  with 
the National d ata  profile for RFID.

ISO 28560 parts 1&2 have been designed to 
permit libraries to se lect from a  range of d ata  
elements to be p laced  in their RFID tags. The group 
has formalised two aspects of the standard, the first 
of these being the minimum set of d ata  elements 
that will be p laced  on all RFID tags. This represents 
the d ata  profile for Australian libraries.

For som e of the optional d ata  elements, the 
second formalised asp ect of the standard covers 
the conditions under which they m ay be used, 
specifically covering w hat values m ay be used with 
the particular d ata  elements.

The National RFID Data Profile has now been  
posted on the ALIA website, w ww.alia.org.au/ 
policies/National.RFID.data.profile.pdf. If you are in 
the process of implementing RFID you are strongly 
enco u raged  to consult the docum ent to ensure 
that your vendor is adhering to the m odel. It is also 
possible to retrospectively app ly the m odel and  
your vendor will be ab le  to advise on this.

For further information co n tact Alan Butters 
alan@ sybis.com .au.
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