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Looking ah e ad
As I take over the role of President of our 

important professional association, I have  
considered w hat I would like my le g acy  to be this 
time next year.

ALIA, like m any professional associations, is 
challenged  by chan g es in the industry and society  
generally and  the need  to do more with less. By 
M ay 2013 I hope that, working with the Board and  
with all of you as members, ALIA has considered  
som e of the challenges for the Association and for 
the various library and information sectors, and  that 
w e have not only a  sense of w here w e  are going, 

but one of collaborative action to -  
dare  I say  -  "m ove us forward" as a  
profession and  as an association.

At this time I would like to thank 
most sincerely M argaret Allen, our 
outgoing President. Under Margaret's 
wise, strategic, and b a lan ce d  
presidency the Association has 
been well-led and develo ped  in 
a  year that has seen m any local 
and  national responsibilities and  
dem ands. M argaret has a  wealth  
of knowledge and  has been able  
to represent all mem bers with 
enthusiasm and understanding. I will 
certainly miss her from the Board and  
will be  tapping into her knowledge  
and  ad v ice  over the com ing year.

Thank you also to the outgoing Board members, 
John Bayliss and G raham  Black. John has presented  
a regional perspective to the Board on m any  
occasions and has been an a d v o ca te  for public 
librarians throughout his term. G raham  has provided 
important perspectives on the a c a d e m ic  library 
sector and I understand that ALIA's loss of G raham  
is now  CAUL's gain on their Board. Thank you both 
for your significant contributions to ALIA.

We would have  also lost Julie Rae from the 
Board this year, but she d ecid ed  to re-nominate 
as Vice-President and  this is a  great bonus for the 
Association. Julie is an experienced and  valued  
Board m em ber and I am  looking forward to working 
with her. Julie com es from the specia l library sector 
and contributes to the diversity of the new  Board 
line-up.

And w e w elco m e to the ALIA Board Edmund 
Balnaves, Aileen Weir, and  Elke Dawson. Each  of 
these new  m embers brings a  fresh perspective to 
the Board. I am  looking forward to getting to know  
them as your new  representatives and working with 
them on the exciting and  challenging year ah e ad .

There is no doubt that 2012 will pose its 
opportunities and challenges for our profession and  
our Association. Based in Canberra as I am , w e  are  
now w atching the im pact of the 2012-13 Federal 
Budget on the m any special and government

libraries in our city reveal itself. ALIA is monitoring this 
issue and will work with AGLIN, should the need arise.

O n e  of our strongly held values in libraries is 
freedom  of information. The digital a g e  has not 
only m ad e  information more accessib le  to people, 
but ca n  m ean that unscrupulous people ca n  take 
ad v an tag e  of the vulnerable in our community. 
Some in society would have  us filter and judge  
information. As your representative association,
ALIA works in partnership with other like-minded 
organisations to ensure that information is freely 
availab le and that the comm unity is better skilled 
at knowing the difference betw een a ccu ra te  
and in accu rate  information. To that end, I will be  
representing ALIA at the Joint Select Com m ittee  
Inquiry into Cyber Safety for Seniors. I plan to 
promote the role of libraries in educating  the 
community, students, workers and  others in how  to 
be safe whilst enjoying the benefits of the freedom  
of information online.

All in all, I am  looking forward to a  busy and  
exciting year. I hope that I c a n  contribute in som e 
w ay to the growth of ALIA and  the developm ent of 
our profession and look forward to meeting as m any  
mem bers as possible throughout the year.

V a n e s s a  L it t le  

ALIA President
v a n e s s a . l i t t l e @ a l i a . o r g . a u

PS: Don't forget to send in your registration for the 
ALIA Biennial in Sydney in July. It is a  great program  
and I hope to see you there.

INDUSTRY SNAPSHOT
D e w e y ' s  b a c k

The D ew ey Decim al Classification (DDC) 
system remains the world's most widely used 
library classification system. The very latest 
edition -  the 23rd -  is availab le  in a  four volume 
print format, online at W ebD ew ey and in a 
simpler abridged edition for smaller collections.

A n d  s o  a r e  f e e s

M any Australian libraries used to ch arg e  a  fee  
for every reservation but few  do it today. Now  
som e Am erican public libraries are charging a  
small fee to ch e ck  out items with long w ait lists. 
Are w e  h e ad e d  b ack  to the future? Portsmouth. 
patch.com/articles/poll-should-libraries- 
charge-fees-for-popular-books.
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