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THE BIKERS FROM BIBLIO REV INTO CANBERRA
Five yea rs ago Alan Flores, the City L ibrarian  at 
G o sfo rd , created  B ib lio  Turismo, a annual p ilg rim age  
to p u b lic  lib ra ries by m otor cycle-rid ing librarians. To 
round ou t 2 0 1 0  the B ib lio  Gang -better know n as the  
M ild  O nes - invaded the nation 's capital.

IH mRs Da Y  And so we left CampbeUtown for Mittagong, 
bypassing the Hume and hugging the old rail line past cute 
villages and old trains. Up the road and to the right they 
said and there was Mittagong library, well-hidden in an 
i8 6 0  sandstone building that has been renovated with ex
acting perfection. The children's room was alive with story 
time and the staff offered us tea and cake on the lawns out 
front. This is what Biblio is all about.

We then moved further south, getting closer to the Alps, 
Again following the rail line through Bowral, Moss Vale 
and Bundanoon, the Irish-green landscape a blur as we 
enjoyed the windy road through the small railroad towns. 
From Marulan, a quick fang down the Freeway to Goulburn 
and we arrived at their Taj Mahal.

"We're the Biblio gang on our way to Kosciuszko's side,"
I said.

The blank stare convinced me that our intricate and 
detailed plans had not penetrated as far as Goulburn 
and it was only day one. Nevertheless, we had a long 
discussion with the staff and a photo shoot, followed by a 
sumptuous lunch and then hit the back road to Braidwood.

We arrived at Civic library at 10am (on time for once). We 
parked in the ACT Chief Minister's parking spot. We did not 
think he would mind. Our 1 0 am appointment was closed so 
we moved on to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander's 
Library - which was not in Belconnen where I took the guys 
but by the lake back in the city. It was a nice ride and we 
did get to see more of the ACT, though unfortunately we 
lost Leon on the way. We met the Library Director and were 
immediately ejected from the library as they had a fire 
evacuation drill which was organised to coincide with our 
visit, to give them more time to talk with us outside.

The National Library was amazing and after lots of 
photos and an interview by another gorgeous journo, a local 
lady librarian on a fast bike led us out of town to a place 
that tracked out of space.

This was Tidbinbilla, where we enjoyed a great tour led 
by an incredibly knowledgeable host. In one hour he took 
us to Mars to travel overland on a rover to the outermost 
limits of space, and to the planets in between.

It was then on to Parliament House.
Afternoon tea in the staff room with Library staff and 

Senator Gary Humphries was a highlight.
I returned to Civic Library to find the male contingent 

being surrounded by beautiful women telling them how 
nice Leon was and asking where was he. "Disappeared, " I 
said. "Last seen on Commonwealth Avenue Bridge." They 
were disappointed.

Friday saw us gather for breakfast and then on the 
Queanbeyan City library for more coffee and croissants.

Partnering with the Profession
• 20+ years experience in Information Management
• Employment Consulting & Library Technical Services
• Local, State & Federal Government endorsed supplier

Zenith is a specialist agency offering Employment Consulting and 
Library Technical Services to the Library, Records, Archives and 
Information Management industries. Zenith serves clients across 
all sectors from public libraries and government departments to 
education, large corporate and not-for-profit organisations.

With offices in Sydney, Melbourne and Canberra, and as a 
member of Careers Multi Li st, with over 90 affiliate partners 
around Australia, Zenith can offer a wider range of employment 
and technical services than other agencies within the 
Information Management sector.

As a partner we recognise you as a dynamic and creative market 
leader who appreciates emerging technologies and the impact a 
highly capable and motivated team can have.

A successful partnership with Zenith is assured as like us, you:
• embrace change and demonstrate a flexible approach to 

influencing stakeholders
• have a customer centric perspective which is evident across all 

business initiatives
• are keen to accept constructive input from 

experienced industry partners.

P lease  ca ll John Cooksey, General Manager
Employment Serv ices or Ju lie  Daw,
General Manager - Library Technical y /
Serv ices on 1300 852 555.

www.zenmgt.com Z E N I T H
INFORM ATION M AN A G EM EN T S ER V IC ES

Franchise Partner of CareersMultiList.com.au

S A T U R D A Y  Saturday saw us head for Cooma, the Snowy 
Mountain Scheme town. A nice ride, testing the reins of my 
beast past the 16 0  mark and overtaking every car in sight...

Cooma's Library was in a temporary building while 
they renovate but all the bosses came to say G'day. Much 
cake, talking about the job and, in Pam's case, meeting old 
friends.

There was rain - it was a Biblio at last. We made the 
decision to climb the mountain, donned our wet gear and 
followed Pam to Jindabyne and on to Thredbo.

The Mild Ones are: Ross Balharrie, Pam Young, Alan 
Arnold, Alan Walker, Brian Young, Leon Alavoine, Ian 
McCallum, Sherrey Quinn, Roger Clark, and Alan Flores.

Please check out our blog at biblio-turismo.blogspot. 
com/

Alan Flores
aLan.flores@gosford.nsw.gov.au

The Mild Ones at Parliament

E I H S
Macquarie), Ross Balhame (Syd ney)
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