
H e a r  i t ,  s e e  i t ,  d o  i t

ALIA  Information Science (SA) held a sell-out event recently to 
showcase some of the standout new technologies of interest to 
library staff. Three guest speakers provided a most entertaining 
and informative afternoon and the hands-on session allowed 
attendees to experience iPads and other e-readers. The take­
away message of the day was to have a go, try things out -  play 
and learn!

Kerrie Sm ith, from Education Services 
A u stra lia , spoke about e-books from  
a sch o o ls  p e rsp e c tive  and her ow n 
experience. Gone are the days of having 
to go to school or travel with a heavy pile 
of books. Portability has arrived in the form 
of e-readers and MP3 players to carry all 
the books and audio-books we need - and 
these technologies are affordable, which 
is the key to the current revolution. iPads 
are rep lac in g  textbooks in A u stra lian  
schools and universities, Kindles are being 
supplied to ch ild ren  in the th ird w o rld ; the opportunities 
appear alm ost lim itless. But behind the scenes the device 
w ar (screen size , co lour or b lack  and white , backlit or not) 
and the format war (pdf or proprietary format) are continuing 
and there are still issues for libraries (loan the device or just 
the content?) and publishers (pricing and contracts) to resolve.

Kerrie also spoke about Second Life -  virtual worlds, online 
meetings, and the benefits of living vicariously  through your 
avatar. This appealing, interesting, and safe environm ent with 
a gaming atmosphere a llows users to experience what they 
cannot in real life, through role-playing online. Second Life 
is becom ing an ind ispensab le  learn ing tool in Austra lian  
u n iversities and provides a 'no  negative consequences' 
environm ent in co n junctio n  w ith  other real life learn ing

experiences. The issues for lib raries however, inc lude the 
length o f patrons' com puter use, the need for large and 
frequent software upgrades, the use of lots of bandwidth, and 
how to responsib ly manage it so under 15 year olds can't 
access it when they login from home.

Kate S incla ir, from Flinders U niversity, spoke about the 
em erg ing techno log y aspects o f the A L IA  A cce ss  2 0 1 0  

conference where delegates used a range of 
technologies to enhance their conference 
experience -  Twitter (tweets worked well in 
the conference setting), F lickr (a n ice way 
of bringing together a jo in t experience), 
b log s, G eo tag g in g , and m o re . Kate 
highlighted some p articu la rly  interesting 
papers from  the co n ference w h ich  are 
ava ilab le  on the conference w eb site at 
http://conferences.alia.org.au/access2010/ 
program.html.

Katie Hannan, from City of Onkaparinga 
Libraries, spoke about the range of technologies she uses to 
develop and manage her online life and brand: her own web 
site, Twitter, Flickr, LinkedIn, delicious, SlideShare, Facebook, 
TripIt, Google Calendar, and more. The future of social media 
is up to all of us so w e need to experiment, play, get on board, 
and not w orry  if our favourite apps don't last forever. The 
only cautions are to be aware of your digital footprint and be 
mindful of privacy issues.
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o u r  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  c l i e n t  i s  y o u

Abax is all-em bracing, all-encom passing  

and all inclusive, prom ising to provide a 

solution for every possible requirem ent 

a client m ay have.

I A b a x  System s

Kingfisher™ offer the most comprehensive and 
sophisticated solutions for your Information 
Resource Centre. Recognised as Australia's most 
trusted and renowned library systems for over five 
decades. Discover how Kingfisher will transform 
your library today.
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