
ALIA Study Grant helps Sydney libraries plan future music 
collections
In 2008  I was fortunate to be the recipient of the A LIA  2008 
Study G rant Award which gave me the opportunity to travel 
overseas and visit libraries in Sweden (Stockholm and Gavle), 
Sw itze rlan d  (Base l) and the U K  (London , G ateshead and 
various other British Libraries) and then on to N ew  York and 
Chicago.

M y aim was to investigate the feasibility of setting up a free 
pub lic m usic library for the C ity  of Sydney, by researching 
and then observing best practice first hand and interacting 
w ith professional colleagues, m ain ly those I had met when 
attending the International Association o f M usic L ibraries, 
Archives and Docum entation Centres (IAM L) Conference in 
Sydney in 2007. The organisation currently has about 2 ,000  
ind ividual and institutional members in some 45 countries 
throughout the world.

Founded in 1951 to promote international cooperation 
and to support the interests o f the profession , IAM L is a 
respected m em ber o f the in ternational lib rary  and m usic 
com m unities. It has national branches in 22 countries, five 
professional branches, four subject com m issions and various 
w ork ing  groups, and is responsib le for several large-scale 
docum entation projects. The m em bership com prises major 
m usic co llections, m usic and audio-visual librarians, music 
archivists and documentation specialists, musicologists, music 
publishers and dealers and so covers a w ide range of expertise.

So it was at this conference, as a result of this face to face 
professional interaction, that my dream of being able to 'marry' 
my tw o great loves, pub lic  libraries and m usic , was born.
I becam e acutely aw are how com m on it was for the major 
cities all over the w orld to have a public m usic library and 
how much they w ere contributing to the culture and musical 
life of their respective countries.

D uring the conference I was ab le to show  som e of the 
delegates (from Sw eden , S w itze rlan d , the U K  and South 
A frica ,) our C ity of Sydney Library Service, in particular our 
Custom's House branch and my branch at G lebe. I also spent 
many pleasant social hours with them, where w e discussed 
m any exciting  professional in itiatives w h ich  gave me even 
more inspiration.

H aving been invo lved in A L IA  for over forty years and 
being a great believer in the value of networking with other 
colleagues, the chance to widen my sphere of communication 
by joining IAML was too good an opportunity to miss. I kept in 
touch by email and Facebook with the particular contacts I had 
made, as w e  had become friends as w ell as colleagues. This 
made it very easy for me to plan my itinerary for my research 
and to be made to feel so welcom e when I visited these same 
colleagues and their libraries. Their am azing hospitality and 
willingness to share their professional knowledge with me can 
never be overestimated.

I visited as many different types of music libraries as I could, 
as I wanted to com pare the more traditional m usic library 
services with the current trends overseas of attaching a public 
music library to a performance com plex such as in G avle and 
Gateshead.

I also explored the latest developm ents in, and use of, 
technology eg. digitisation w h ich  is now  provid ing access 
to lib rary  co llec tio ns on a global sca le , on-line reference 
resources, dow nloading and stream ing, podcasts, software 
and hardware that can turn a PC into a recording studio.

As a result of my experiences I have been asked by the 
Library Manager to prepare a report for future music provision 
for the C ity  o f Syd ney L ib ra ry  S e rv ic e , em b rac ing  new  
technolog ical developm ents and the digital age (such as is 
happening at ExploreMusic in Gateshead) and looking at what 
hard copy resources w e  still need to co llect such as scores 
and CDs.

Professional associations such as A L IA  and IAM L have 
been invaluable to me as through these associations I have

been able to meet and subsequently network with colleagues 
from all over the world . I am a strong believer in face to face 
professional com m unication and interaction. Conferences, 
workshops and meetings provide this interaction. Through 
their publications, internet sites and electronic communication 
they make it so much easier to keep up w ith  international 
trends and developments. I particularly depend on electronic 
databases for jo u rn a l and new sp aper a rt ic le s , w ebsites 
and newsfeeds and regularly com m unicate v ia  em ail w ith 
colleagues and organisations. Face-book and Linked-in are 
invaluable tools, however I am yet to em bark on other W eb
2 .0  (or 3.0?) provision such as Twitter, m ainly owing to time 
restraints.

T ra ve llin g  has been a w o n d erfu l w ay  to w id en  my 
professional outlook. I have seen so many am azing libraries 
and met so many committed librarians with a passion for their 
work, which has been totally inspirational. I have also realised 
that basica lly  w e are all convinced of our worth by looking 
towards embracing change and keeping libraries and librarians 
in the forefront of the information and educational, recreational 
and cultural life of our respective countries.

M y fu ll report subm itted to A L IA  earlie r this year gives 
a detailed account of my findings. M y adventures are also 
recorded on my blog: http://muslibproject.blogspot.com/

Margaret Whittaker
Glebe Library Team Leader
mwhittaker@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au

To find out more about ALIA Study Grants, 
visit our website:

http://www.alia.org.au/awards/study.grant/

Supporting new 
professionals in memory of 
Bob McKee
Readers may remember reading of the passing of Bob M cKee 
at the IFLA  conference. Now, the International Association 
o f L ib rary  A ssociations (IFLA ) and the Chartered Institute 
o f L ibrary and Inform ation Professionals (C IL IP ), w ith  the 
support of Bob's fam ily, have launched the Aspire Award in 
his memory. Bob M cKee was C h ie f Executive of C ILIP , the 
leading professional body for the library and information sector 
in the U K , and is w arm ly  remembered for his support and 
encouragement of new professionals. The Aspire Award w ill 
provide bursaries for new professionals to attend C ILIP  and 
IFLA  conferences. In the first year, this w ill include support 
for a new professional from the Ukraine, a country in which 
Bob had a special interest. After two years, the international 
bursary w ill be availab le to the whole library community. It 
is hoped that the bursary w ill be funded by donations, which 
can be made either through C ILIP  or IFLA.

The Aspire Award was o ffic ia lly  launched on October 28, 
w hich would have been the day of Bob's official retirement 
party in the U K . For more inform ation: Ingeborg Verheu l, 
Communications and Services Director, IFLA, email ingeborg. 
verheul@ifla.org.
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