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International engagement provides a PD opportunity for 
regional professionals

Even w ith  the soph isticated  co m m un ica tio n s w e  now 
have, iso lation is still a constant issue that my co lleagues 
and I must deal w ith w orking in small special libraries such 
as my own at the G reat Barrier Reef M arine Park Authority 
(GBRM PA), located in North Queensland. O ur regional A LIA  
group (T ro p icA L IA ) w o rks extrem ely  hard to get v is itin g  
experts to ca ll, and to arrange local professional development 
o p p o rtu n it ie s , but th e re  are s t ill m any d e ve lo p m en t 
opportunities that just don't exist for regional professionals.

Becoming involved with the international Group of Experts 
on M arine Information M anagem ent (G E-M IM ) has greatly 
assisted me w ith my professional developm ent. The group 
has co n tin u a lly  exposed me to techno log ica l innovations 
long before they have appeared in m ore general lib rary  
discussions. The other members of this com m ittee are vastly 
experienced librarians, and often run large libraries, such as 
the US N O A A  Library Services, University  of Southampton 
L ib raries, and W oods H o le O ceanograph ic Institution. To 
be working w ith such know ledgeable professionals who are 
so w illin g  to share their knowledge and expertise is a rare 
privilege.

G E-M IM  is a technical advisory com m ittee of U N ESCO 's 
Intergovernm ental O cean o g rap h ic  Com m ission  (IO C ). In 
1 999, I was invited to be the Australasian representative this 
com m ittee w h ich  com prises eight librarians w ith specialist 
exp ertise  and background in m arine and env ironm enta l 
lib raries and inform ation m anagem ent. O u r parent is the 
International Oceanographic Data and Information Exchange 
(IO D E), is a m ajor program of the IO C .

The role o f this team is to outline , review  and prioritize 
tasks for implementation under IO D E activities and w ork on 
specific m arine science information issues. W e are required 
to:

■ id entify  and h ig h light techn o lo g ica l developm ents in 
information management to the IO D E

■ identify opportunities and assist the IO D E w ith capacity 
b u ild in g , resource sharing  and netw ork ing  in m arine 
information centres in a w orld regional context

■ identify  and bu ild  strong w o rk ing  re lations w ith  other 
relevant organizations, such as the W orld Meteorological 
O rganization, and the International Association of Aquatic 
and M arine  Sc ie n ce  Lib raries and Inform ation Centers 
(IA M SLIC ), w ith a v ie w  to developing jo in t projects and 
sharing expertise

S ince  its establishm ent in 1984, G E-M IM  has supported 
and in itiated m any pro jects to im prove cap ab ility  o f IO C  
m em ber states to benefit from  and p artic ip ate  in m arine 
in fo rm ation  netw orks and se rv ice s . Exam p les o f recent 
projects are:

■ developm ent of OceanTeacher, a web-based educational 
tool for m arine information professionals

■ O cean D o cs , an in ternationally  regarded e-repository of 
m arine digital publications

■ O ceanExpert, a directory of m arine and aquatic experts
■ development and support of regional Oceanographic Data 

and Information Networks (O D IN s)to  im prove access to 
ocean data and information, develop technical sk ills , and 
develop infrastructure for arch iving and dissem ination of 
inform ation; to date, networks have been developed in 
A frica (O D IN A FR IC A ), Latin Am erica (O D IN C A R SA ), and 
Eastern Europe (O D IN EC ET )

O ur most recent successes have been in the Pacific, with a 
regional network (O D IN PIM RIS) of marine and environmental 
libraries being established in 2008 . S ince then the network 
has launched its own website, a Pacific Islands M arine Portal, 
and a PIM RIS Regional Repository. W e have also undertaken 
a number of capacity building exercises in the region, which

continue to go from strength to strength.
M any hundreds of library professionals from developing 

countries have benefitted greatly  from  th e ir invo lvem ent 
w ith , and support of, G E-M IM  -  that's w hy w e do it. They 
have learned new skills , and developed contacts w ith other 
lib rarians in the ir own countries and regions. The ir status 
in the ir own agencies and the ir countries has also grown 
considerably.

The benefits of my involvem ent w ith  G E-M IM  have been 
great, both professionally and personally for me, and also for 
my parent agency. Through GBRM PA's support of a w eek of 
my time each year to attend meetings and training workshops,
I com e b ack  a m uch m ore kno w led g eab le  p ro fessional 
because of GE-MIM's input into my professional development.
I am then ab le to alert my agency to innovations in m arine 
s c ie n c e  and in fo rm a tio n  m anag em en t and G B R M P A  
becom es aw are o f w hat's  happening in the w o rld . It has 
also strengthened G BRM PA 's regard in international arenas 
of m arine park managem ent and m arine science.

M y experience w ith international engagement has added 
great richness to my professional life. I be lieve that I have 
m ade a p o s itive  d iffe re n ce . Som e of w h a t I have been 
fortunate to learn from the many that have gone before me 
has been passed on to others in need. It feels w orthw hile .

Suzie Davies
Manager, Library & Image Services 
G reat Barrier Reef M arine Park Authority
suzie.davies@gbrmpa.gov.au
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Information 
Managers.
Applications are now open for the postgraduate programs 
in Library and Information Management or Business 
Information Management offered by UniSA.

O
These programs are blurring the boundaries and will 
enable librarians, records managers, archivists and business 
information management professionals to reinvent their 
careers, to keep in touch with the latest digital approaches 
and work in a wider skilled environment.

The programs offer you the opportunity to study at your 
own pace: either part-time or full-time, externally online, 
or face to face in Adelaide.

For further details and 
information please email 
moira.lawler@unisa.edu.au 
or visit unisa.edu.au/bim ■
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