
Parliaments of the Pacific go online with Australian support

Cook e lands

The Australian Parliam ent has a focus on the Pacific region, 
p a rt ic u la r ly  through the C o m m o n w ea lth  Parliam entary  
Association (CPA). In addition to promoting bilateral relations, 
the Parliam ent provides a considerab le am ount o f training 
and equipm ent to Pacific parliaments and the Parliamentary 
Relations O ffice  (P R O ) provides a regional secretariat to 
support both Australian and Pacific branches of the CPA. This 
encompasses support for a range of conferences, seminars and 
visits at both the regional and the individual branch levels and 
included in its general support is training for other parliaments.

In recent years, a key focus has been assisting Pacific 
Parliaments to develop their websites with a v iew  to improving 
access to these resources. The idea is to help populate the 
site, make it live w ith the help of the local service provider 
and then train a person to m aintain  it. It's a 
s ign ifican t ach ievem ent to e n to fth e
see each Parliam ent . . . .  ( r nm the Parkam—
jo in  th e  v i r t u a l  1,1 ^
netw ork , e sp e c ia lly  
given each assignment 
is completed with just 
a w eek on location.

I w as fo rtunate to 
have been given several 
a s s ig n m e n ts  in th e  
Pac ific  develop ing  the 
parliam entary  websites 
for the islands of Kiribati,
C o o k  Is la n d s , Tong a ,
V a n u a tu  an d  N a u ru  
between 2007  and 2009.

T h e  in it ia l w o rk  is 
done b a ck  in C an b erra  
with a shell of the website 
being created , fo llo w in g  
a c o n s id e ra b le  am o u n t 
o f c o rre sp o n d e n ce  w ith  
staff in the Parliam ent to 
w ork out what was needed.
In fo rm ation  such as - was 
Hansard availab le e lectron ically , did they 
have in ternet access , and w as there a 
service provider on the island?

M y first v is it was to K iribati in 2 0 0 7 .
It was great landing on this lovely island 
w ith  p icture perfect scenes o f beaches, 
locals fishing and children everywhere. The 
Parliament building was a pleasant surprise, 
appearing as sails on a narrow part of the island with the sea 
sparkling in the background. Inside it was deliciously cool and 
the best thing was the w ireless setup in the build ing w hich 
made life so much easier for access to the outside w orld . I 
set about firstly  find ing ju st w hat m ateria l was ava ilab le  
e lec tro n ica lly  and w hat my contact Eni Tekanene (Deputy 
Clerk) wanted to see on the site. The next step was to meet with 
the service provider in the town -  that being a tiny collection 
of buildings with several shops and administration buildings. 
The material available electronically  was very limited so a lot 
of typing took place over the first few  days.

It was not all hard w o rk  though - one th ing I did look 
forward to each day was driving to and from the Parliament 
build ing along a narrow road w ith a speed lim it o f 40km h, 
taking in the wonderful scenes of life in the villages. Mass on 
Sunday at the Catho lic cathedral was so colourfu l, with the 
most beautiful singing by the congregation and the wonderful 
sight of everyone dressed in their best. D inner at the High 
Commissioner's was an added delight. The best thing though 
was when the site went live a couple of weeks after my v isit 
(http://www.parliament.gov.ki/about.htm).

M y next trip was to the C ook Islands and Raratonga.

THe lament of Na„~

Again , I w en t in for just over a w eek , and as in K iribati I 
had corresponded with the Parliam ent ahead of my visit, in 
particular w ith Isaac Solomona (Editor of Debates), so I had 
a site ready to be developed as soon as I arrived. As w e had 
learnt from other locations, negotiations w ith  the serv ice  
provider was our first priority, ensuring they would be able 
to host the site as soon as it was completed. The Parliament 
building being situated on the beach (and Parliam ent being 
in recess) I did my w ork in the Prime Minister's office amidst 
the scent of perfumed flow ers and the sounds o f ch ickens 
wandering along the beach front and the surf rolling in behind. 
A ll w ent w e ll and the site was live just as I was departing 
(http://www.parliament.gov.ck/).

Tonga was the next assignment for this 
program . Tonga is in fact an 
a rch ip e lag o  o f 176  is lands 
with the capital in Nuku'alofa. 
This tim e, I was w a lk in g  to 
and from w ork  along roads 
lined  w ith  ra in fo rest trees 
dripping w ith  v ines, being 
greeted continually  by the 
p e o p le  a lo ng  m y path . 
By now , our m odel fo r 
w e b s ite  d e v e lo p m e n t  
w as w e ll-p racticed  and 
a ll th e  a rra n g e m e n ts  
fo r  s e t t in g  up th e  
P a r lia m e n t 's  w e b s ite  
w ere in p lace ahead of 
m y v is it , m anaged by 
Sione Tekiteki (Deputy 
C lerk  & Legal Advisor) 
and the staff. Tonga's 
w e b s ite  jo in e d  the 
grow ing  co m m un ity  

o f o n lin e  Parliam ents ju st 
after I finished my v is it (http:// 

parliament.gov.to/).
V anuatu  has a lso  been a 

recip ien t of assistance through 
this program . The cap ita l, Port 
V ila , is w h e re  the Parliam ent 
meets and the bu ild ing  is quite 

sp lend id , be ing poised on the 
side o f a c l if f  o ve rlo o k in g  the 
sea. I worked close ly w ith Leiw ia 

Moli, the Parliamentary Librarian, to 
produce the website (http://www.parliament. 

gov.vu/). There was just enough tim e to inc lude a w ander 
through the 24-hour fruit and vegetable markets and nearby 
waterfalls and villages, the very interesting museum and, of 
course, indulge m yself just a little w ith French baguettes and 
cheeses.

M y last trip for 2009 was to Nauru in October of that year 
and proved to be im m ensely rewarding. The Parliam entary 
Counsel, Katy Le Roy, was my contact there and fo llow ing 
seven solid days of work w e had the website up and running. 
Despite being heavily  pregnant Katy had enorm ous drive - 
which was quite infectious -  helping us to keep going through 
the long hours required to produce the website (http://www. 
naurugov.nr/parliament/index.html) in the allotted time. Once 
more the site was up and running shortly after my v isit and is 
being w ell maintained today.

I loved every minute of my trips and felt honoured to be 
able to provide assistance in helping our fe llow  professionals 
and the islands in their growth.

Margaret Cazabon
margaret.cazabon@aph.gov.au
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