
D i r e c t l i n e
Your IFLA membership
This ed ition o f inC ite  has an international 
focus and you may not be aw are that as a 
financia l member of A L IA  you are also then 
a member of the International Federation of 
L ibrary A ssociations. A L IA  pays the annual 
m em bership fee as a N ational A ssociation  
m em ber o f IFLA  so that w e , on b eh a lf o f 
all Austra lian  lib raries and library staff, can 
support the important w ork of IFLA.

IFLA  represents us a ll on in ternational 
issues that im pact on the w ho le  profession, 
as w e ll as ensu ring  e q u a lity  o f access to 
information for the world community. Through 
this network, w e have representation at key 
international events and in essential advocacy 
in the areas of copyright, freedom of access to 
inform ation, freedom  of expression and the 
Internet Manifesto. IFLA  also co-ordinates the 
co llection  o f key international statistics and 
produces the W orld Library Report.

A  number of Australians are involved in the 
Building Strong Library Associations program 
(see G ill Hallam's story in this issue), aiming to 
strengthen support for libraries through library 
associations that can advocate more effectively. 
W ith  lib rary  c lo su res and fund ing  cuts in 
other countries happening this year (noting 
the US and U K  as exam p les), the support 
and ad vo cacy  p rovid ed  by strong lib ra ry  
associations for every country is essential. ALIA  
also currently has official representation on ten 
of IFLA's Standing Committees and w e thank 
all our A LIA  members who volunteer their time 
and expertise on international committees and 
projects. I encourage you to look through the 
extensive IFLA  w ebsite and jo in  an e-list or 
v iew  an IFLA  blog for the latest international 
news, and to read on to learn more about what 
your colleagues are doing -  and learning - on 
the international stage.

NBN and libraries
I had an e x c e lle n t a d vo cacy  o pportun ity  
last month w ith  an invitation  to present a 
keynote at the C S IRO  Broadband for Society 
Summit in Hobart. This week-long event saw a 
gathering of a w ide variety of local, interstate 
and international stakeholders o f the N BN  
taking tim e to discuss the 'what's next' for the 
National Broadband Network. I was pleased 
to see the opening speaker of the Summit from 
C S IR O , D r Ian O pperm ann , m ention in his 
speech the literacy figures for Austra lia  and 
that C S IRO  and others have already identified 
this as a factor in how effective the NBN might 
be. He highlighted that 1%  of A ustra lians 
are illiterate, and as w e also know, 4 6 %  of 
Austra lians are prose illiterate (see the fact 
sheets for the National Year of Reading 2012 
at http://www.love2read.org.au).

The Sum m it gave A L IA  the opportunity 
to bring to the fore a num ber o f our key 
ad vo cacy  po ints around eq ual access  to 
broadband and the role that libraries play in 
broadband adoption and training Australians 
in the p rod uctive  use o f the in ternet and 
asso cia ted  tech n o lo g ie s . D e leg ates w e re  
especia lly  interested in the initiatives by the 
National Library of Australia with the Pandora 
and Trove programs. O ur A LIA  media release 
to acco m p an y  the Sum m it ca lle d  on the

governm ent to release their national digital 
strategy as soon as possib le and to support 
cultural institutions to ensure quality Australian 
content for the N B N . A L IA  is w ork ing  w ith 
NBN Co and D BCD E to ensure communication 
with libraries as the NBN rolls out. W e w ill be 
hosting further teleconferences in 2011 with 
library managers from first rollout and regional 
rollout areas to discuss how w e can be more 
involved in our communities to ensure greater 
participation, awareness and skill development 
for our com m unities to go along w ith  the 
broadband access.

School Library Roundtable
The first ever meeting of all state and national 
Austra lian  School L ibrary A ssociations and 
A L IA  was held in Brisbane on 8 Novem ber 
201 0. This was a historic meeting, concluding 
an im portant year for school lib raries. W ith  
the House o f Representatives Inq u iry  into 
School Libraries and Teacher Librarians being 
conducted and w ith  further w o rk  next year 
w ith  the report like ly  to be com pleted and 
released by the government in the first quarter 
of 2011, it was important for the Associations 
to get together to w ork on possible outcomes 
of the Inquiry, and ta lk  about how  to speak 
with one vo ice on the common issues.

O u r thanks to Karen Bonanno and A SLA  
for organising and leading the Roundtable and 
to So ftlink  for their support to host the day. 
You can also read the m edia re lease about 
the day at http://w w w .alia.org .au/m edia. 
room /2010 .11 .17.htm l. If you are an A L IA  
m em ber and interested in school lib raries, 
please jo in  the a lia S C H O O LS  e-list to keep 
up with the news.

Happy Christmas and on to 2011
On behalf of all the A LIA  Staff and the Board 
of Directors, I would like to wish you all a very 
Happy Christmas and a happy and healthy new 
year. As w e get ready at National O ffice for the 
festive season, we're proud that our electronic 
ALIA  Christmas Card complements and wraps 
up our year of 'going green' .

Often during the Christmas and N ew  Years 
w e also start to w ond er w hat w ill the next 
year bring. I hope that you w ill take tim e to 
remember 2010 for the achievements you have 
gained for yourself, your library service and 
your library association. A LIA  looks forward to 
working with you on your 2011 professional 
goals, w hether it's to ad vance your sk ills , 
volunteer for the Association, find a new job, 
gain better recognition and funding for your 
library or contribute to the bigger issues of our 
profession and the Australian community.
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Y o u r  l o c a l  
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LLO s are A L IA  representatives 
in each state/territory.
Their duties include being a 
point o f contact for m embers 
and non-members.

ACT: Robyn Ellard
02 6215 8250 
robyn.ellard@ alia .org .au

NSW : A lyson D alby 
0404  655 319 
a lyson.dalby@ alia .org .au

NT: Jayshree M am tora 
0416  366 634
jayshree.m am tora@ alia .org .au

Q L D : C laud ia  Davies 
0407  964 967 
claud ia .davies@ alia .o rg .au

SA : Jeann ine Hooper 
0437  167 050
jeann ine .hooper@ alia .org .au

TAS: Sa lly  M urdoch
03 62 2 8 7904 
sa lly .m urdoch@ alia .org .au

V IC : M argie Anderson 
03 9315 1090
m argie.anderson@ alia.org.au

W A : Carol Newton-Sm ith 
08 9381 5674
caro l.new ton-sm ith@ alia .o rg .au

www.alia.org.au

http://www.love2read.org.au
http://www.alia.org.au/media
mailto:sue.hutley@alia.org.au
mailto:sue.hutley@alia.org.au
mailto:rob.miller@alia.org.au
mailto:robyn.ellard@alia.org.au
mailto:janetta.mascilongo@alia.org.au
mailto:robyn.ellard@alia.org.au
mailto:alyson.dalby@alia.org.au
mailto:jayshree.mamtora@alia.org.au
mailto:claudia.davies@alia.org.au
mailto:jeannine.hooper@alia.org.au
mailto:sally.murdoch@alia.org.au
mailto:margie.anderson@alia.org.au
mailto:carol.newton-smith@alia.org.au
http://www.alia.org.au

