
Understanding information users 
with QUT researchers
In 2 0 0 8  three books w e re  p u b lished  by Q U T  in fo rm ation  use 

researchers a ll o f w h ic h  have p rac tica l ap p lica tio n  for the lib rary  

co m m u n ity . Th e  books co m e  from  m em bers o f the research  team  

w ith  p a rt icu la r fo cu s on in fo rm ation  lite racy  -  D rs C h ristin e  

T ille y , M and y Lupton , and  C h ris t in e  B ru ce .

Christine Tilley, A  S e n s e  o f  C o n t r o l :  V i r t u a l  

C o m m u n i t i e s  f o r  P e o p l e  w i t h  M o b i l i t y  I m p a i r m e n t s  

ISBN: 9781843345213

C h ris t in e  T ille y , w e ll kn o w n  to the A L IA  co m m u n ity  for her 

strong in terest in rare books and  her w o rk  supporting  peop le  

w ith  d isa b ilit ie s , has investigated  the n ecessa ry  ch a rac te ris tic s  of 

v irtu a l c o m m u n itie s  for peo p le  w ith  seve re  m o b ility  im p airm ents . 

H e r narra tives g ive  a deep insight into the lives  o f a c lie n t group 

that is often in v is ib le  to the  in fo rm ation  p ro fess io n a l, but very 

m uch  in need o f ou r support and p ro fession a l se rv ic e . U sin g  the 

them e of a 'sen se  o f c o n tro l', C h ris t in e  e xp lo re s  h o w  peo p le  w o rk  

w ith  tech n o lo g y  to regain  essen tia l asp ects o f th e ir lives and how  

they m ay be supported  by d eve lo p ers  o f v irtu a l co m m u n itie s . 

C h ris t in e  p a rt ic u la r ly  id en tifie s  the need for IT  and Inform ation  

lite racy  as keys to e m p o w e rin g  th is g roup . She also  exp lo res 

in fo rm ation  p o lic y  and reg u lato ry fram e w o rks for the ir im pact 

on peo p le  w ith  d isa b ilit ie s .

M andy Lupton, I n f o r m a t i o n  L i t e r a c y  a n d  L e a r n i n g  

IS B N :9780980330168

M and y Lupton  has had a w id e  ranging ca re e r as a perform ing  

arts teacher, te ach e r- lib ra ria n , staff d eve lo p er, and n ow  ed ucato r 

of te ach e r- lib ra ria n s  as w e ll as co o rd in a to r of the Q U T  G ra d u ­

ate C e rtif ica te  in H ig h e r Ed u ca tio n . In 2 0 0 8  M and y com p leted  

research  into the re la tio n sh ip  betw een  in fo rm ation  lite racy  and 

lea rn ing , the fo cus of her recen t book. M an d y  has e xp lo red  the

C o u r s e  r e c o g n i t i o n  r e v i e w  w i k i

In 2 0 0 9  the A L IA  Edu cation  and P ro fessiona l D eve lo p m en t 

S tand ing  C o m m ittee  is lead ing  a co u rse  recog n ition  re v ie w  

w h ic h  w il l  in c lu d e :

1. A L IA  co re  sk il ls  and  k n o w led g e : re v ie w in g  the eight 

m a jo r A L IA  co re  sk ills  and  k n o w led g e .

2 . T e rm in o lo g y : ch an g in g  from  co u rse  recogn ition  

to a cc re d ita tio n  te rm ino log y .

3 . C o u rse  recog n ition  q u e stio n n a ire : con tent rev iew .

4 . A  f ive  ye a r co u rse  recog n ition  m o d e l: chang ing  

from  the cu rren t seven  year m odel to a five  year 

m o d e l.

5. C o u rse  length: re v ie w in g  the in co n s is te n c ie s

on the length o f the g raduate d ip lo m a co u rse . 

Som e co u rses o ffer fu ll tim e  co u rse  load that 

takes ap p ro x im a te ly  18 m onths to com p le te ; 

o thers o ffer 1 2 m onths.

Em p lo ye rs , g raduates, and  ed ucato rs are  asked  to m ake

co m m en ts . Feed back  s p e c if ic a lly  on the f ive  top ics above

can  a lso  be e m a ile d  to D ia n n e  W a lto n -S o n d a , A L IA

Ed u catio n  M anager, dianne.walton-sonda@alia.org.au by

the 3 0  A p ril 2 0 0 9 , o r co m m en t on the w ik i .

w ik i U R E : http://www.alia.org.au/education/higher
education/wiki
U se rn am e : LISHE
P assw ord : Iishe2009
Edit p a ssw o rd : liseducators

e x p e rie n c e  of students studying  tax  la w  and m u sic  in h igher e d u ­

ca tio n ; investigating  in depth the w a y  in w h ich  they ap proach  

the tw in  ac tiv it ie s  of in fo rm ation  use and d is c ip lin e , or con tent, 

lea rn ing . H e r insights into the d iffe rent w ays in w h ich  students 

m ake sense of these tw in  ac tiv it ie s  p ro v id e  a so lid  foundation  

for ap p lica tio n  to c u rr ic u lu m  em bedded  in fo rm ation  lite racy  

program s across m any d is c ip lin e s . She d escrib es the th ree ap ­

p roach es that students use as lin e a r -  'I fin d , then I u se ', c y c lic  

-  'I go b ackw ard s and  fo rw ard s b etw een  fin d ing  and using ', and 

s im u ltan eo u s I am  using and lea rn ing  as I find  or o th e rw ise  

in teract w ith  the in fo rm ation  e n v iro n m e n t'.

Christine Bruce, I n f o r m e d  L e a r n i n g  

IS B N :9780838987895

C h ris t in e  B ru ce  has been w o rk in g  e x te n s ive ly  in in fo rm ation  lit­

e racy  and h igher e d ucatio n  research  for the last tw en ty  years . In 

In fo rm e d  Lea rn ing  C h ris t in e  d eve lo p s her interest in in fo rm ation  

lite racy  and  in fo rm ation  lite racy  e d ucatio n  by d ire c tly  ad dress­

ing the interests of the a ca d e m ic  co m m u n ity . The  book is w ritten  

w ith  a tw o-fo ld  purpose : first to d e scrib e  the idea of in form ed 

lea rn ing , as an ap proach  to th in k in g  about lea rn ing  and c u rr ic u ­

lum  d esign , and secon d  to bridge theo ry  and p rac tice . The  bridge 

betw een  theory and p rac tice  is created  by p ro v id ing  e xam p le s of 

lea rn ing  design sh o w in g  h o w  the ideas m ay be im p lem en ted . In ­

fo rm e d  lea rn in g  a lso  exp lo re s the im p lica tio n s  o f th in k in g  about 

h o w  students use in fo rm ation  to learn  in a range o f d isc ip lin a ry  

con texts , and in w o rk p la c e  and co m m u n ity  settings. In fo rm e d  

Lea rn ing  uses the im agery  o f tw o  im ag inary  a ca d e m ics  as they 

e xp lo re  the im p ortance  o f in fo rm ation  lite racy  to th e ir students' 

lea rn ing  acro ss a range o f sce n a rio s . It a lso  exp lo re s the use of 

key co n cep ts  in staff d eve lo p m ent and  proposes a research  agen­

da.
C h r is t in e  B ru ce  

A u s t r a lia n  L e a r n in g  a n d  T e a c h in g  , 
C o u n c il A s s o c ia t e  F e llo w  2 0 0 8 , Q UT  

c .b ru ce @ q u t.e d u .a u

A L IA  journals
Australia Library Journal
The  first ed ition  of A L J  for 2 0 0 9  is n o w  a va ila b le . 

Fo llo w in g  on from  sp e c ia l issues on in fo rm ation  lite racy  

and w e b  2 .0 , th is ed itio n  returns to re flecting  the 

d ive rs ity  of p rac tice  that ch a rac te rise s  the LIS  p ro fession . 

Feb ruary 2 0 0 9  in c lu d e s  a rt ic le s  e xp lo rin g  e v id e n ce  base , 

thesaurus support, and n e w  tech no lo g ies , and in c lu d e s 

con tribu tion s from  A m y  H eap  and  Bob P ym m , Katrina  

M acd o n a ld , Janet Sm ith , Jane S h e llin g , J ill B u ck le y  

Sm ith  and Prue D e a co n , Sarada Rao , and E llen  Forsyth .

AEJ co n tact: alj@alia.org.au

http://www.aIia.org.au/publishing/alj

Australian Academic and 
Research Libraries
The  first ed ition  of A A R L  for 2 0 0 9  w il l be a va ila b le  soon . 

Th is  first ed ition  under ed ito r Bob Pym m  in c lu d es an 

a rt ic le  d eta ilin g  the A u stra lian  L ib ra ry  and  Inform ation  

S e rv ice s R esearch ers ' ran k in g  o f LIS  Jo urna ls and an 

o ve rv ie w  of the R A ILS  5 co n fe re n ce . C o ntribu to rs in c lu d e  

M ich ae l R O ls so n , Kerry  Sm ith , M ich a e l M id d le ton , 

C a thy  Costa , and  Sue R e yn o ld s .

A A R L  con tact: aarI@alia.org.au

http://www.alia.org.au/publishing/aarl
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