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Sue B u rsz tyn sk i, in 

her anecd o ta l c o l l­

ection  o f c rim e s and 

c r im in a ls , C rim e Tim e, 

a im s to p ro v id e  pre- 

teen readers w ith  a h isto ry  of gruesom e 

(and frequ en tly  just p la in  gross) deeds 

perform ed in A u stra lia . C o ve rin g  

c r im in a ls  as d ive rse  as m obsters, co n v ic ts , 

ca n n ib a ls , and bushrangers -  and yes, 

even  Ned K e lly  -  B u rsz tyn sk i g ives readers 

a g lim p se  into the h isto ries that ra re ly  get 

taught in the c lassro o m .

As M e lb o urne  m ystery w rite r Kerry 

G re e n w o o d  po ints out in her in tro d u ctio n , 

eve ryo ne  is fa sc ina ted , re lu ctan tly  or 

eagerly , by the m acab re , and  C rim e Tim e  

p rovides a q u ick  and e asy  re fe ren ce  for 

e a rly  teens. W ith  short en tries , fun fact 

b o xes, and  b lack  and w h ite  illu stra tion s, 

C rim e  Tim e  p rovides en te rta in m en t and 

in fo rm ation  w ith o u t d e lv in g  o ve rm uch  

into su b ject m atter that m ight be too 

dark  or too d istu rb ing  fo r young  readers. 

C e rta in ly  som e of the c r im e s  are d istu rb ing  

enough w ith o u t the d eta ils !

Though B u rsztyn sk i's  e d ito ria lis in g  can  

be som etim es h eavy-hand ed , she n one­

theless has p roduced  a book that w il l 

d isgust and  delight pre-teen readers w h o  

w o n 't even  no tice  they 're  lea rn ing  about 

h istory, law , p o lit ic s , and  geography at the 

sam e tim e . That m akes it a usefu l reso u rce  

for ed ucato rs a lso .
K a te  C u th b e r t  

k a te .c u th b e rt@ a lia .o rg .a u

Katherine's Diary: The Story of a 
Transexual

K a th e rin e  C u m m in g s 

B eau jo n  Press, 2 0 0 7  

ISBN  9 7 8 0 9 8 0 3 6 6 3 0 6  
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In late 1 9 8 6 , John 

C u m m in g s , H ead  

of the In fo rm ation  

R eso u rces C en tre  at 

the Syd n ey  C o lle g e  

of the A rts, b rave ly  issued  a m em o to a ll 

fe llo w  staff m em bers, stating  h is in tention  

to seek gend er reass ignm ent and live  the 

rest o f h is life  as Ka the rine  C u m m in g s .

K ath erin e 's  D ia ry  d ea ls w ith  her 

transfo rm ation  but also  recoun ts o ther 

aspects o f her life , in c lu d in g  her passion  

for lib ra ria n sh ip .

A s John , C u m m in g s started w o rk  at the 

P u b lic  L ib ra ry  o f N ew  South W a le s  (now  

the State L ib ra ry  of N SW ) in 1955  and 

w o rke d  in m any d iverse  ro les, in c lu d in g  

a post-graduate lib ra rian sh ip  degree in 

C a n ad a , and  ro les in the U S .

K a th e rin e  says that her a cce p tan ce  by her 

art lib ra rian  co lleag ues at Syd ney  C o lle g e  

o f the A rts w as  "the first real day o f the 

rest o f m y life " . She n ow  w o rks  part- 

tim e  for the G e n d e r Cen tre  and part-tim e 

at the S o c ia l P o licy  Research  C en tre  at 

U n ive rs ity  o f N SW .

T h e  lib ra ry  re fe rences w oven  throughout 

K ath erin e 's  D ia ry  d escrib e  the em erg ence  

o f the A u stra lian  lib rary  p ro fession  as w e ll 

as the story o f a tran ssexu a l's  jo u rn e y  

from  first aw aren ess to se lf-d ete rm ination  

and  beyon d . C u m m in g s' prose is straight 

to the po in t, and often la ced  w ith  

hum our, m ak in g  her au tob iog raphy both 

en te rta in ing  and in fo rm ative .

E d w in a  H a rv e y  
ce le s t ia lc o b b le r @ h o tm a il.c o m

jen n y Pattrick 

S crib e  Books 

ISBN 97819 2 1 2 1 5 3 2 2  

$ 2 9 .9 5

A  com ing-of-age story 

o f  a s e n io r , Je n n y  

Pattrick's G ra c e  N o te s  

fo llo w s G ra c e  B ro ck ie , 

an 80-som eth ing  w o ­

m an liv in g  in N e w  Z e a lan d  in the 1990s. 

A  w id o w  w h o se  daughter com m itted  

su ic id e  m any years ago, G ra ce 's  life  is 

co m p rised  of regu lar gam es of law n  

b o w ls , b rand ies w ith  her long tim e best 

friend  M ildred ., and co rrespon d in g  by 

letters w ith  friends and acq u a in tan ce s , 

in c lu d in g  M a x , an o ld  neighbour.

G ra ce 's  preferred  form  of co n ve rsa tio n  is 

through letters, w h ich  are used, a long  w ith  

prose , to te ll G ra ce 's  story. Through the 

letters, the read er gets an im m ed ia te  en try  

po in t into G ra ce 's  life and  re la tio nsh ip s , 

keep ing  the n arrative  w e ll-p ac ed .

O u r m ain  ch a racte r is im m en se ly  

lik ab le , an id ea lised  grandm other —  fit, 

in d epen den t, and lib e ra l-m ind ed . Th ere  

are  facets o f her characte r, how ever, that 

rem ain  u n e xp lo re d , m ost notab ly  her

daughter's su ic id e , and her m arriage . 

W h ile  it is G ra ce 's  cu rren t re la tio nsh ip s 

that are  the focus of the n o ve l, Pattrick's 

negation of her past m akes the narrative  

feel s lig h tly  u n b a lan ce d .

G lo ss in g  over m ight be Pattrick's w orst 

o ffence  —  death is a serious issue fac in g  

most peop le  o f G ra ce 's  generation  and 

desp ite  its constan t p resence  in G ra ce 's  

life , Pattrick n ever g ives her ch aracte rs  a 

ch a n ce  to deal w ith  it in any real w ay.

In the end, G ra c e  N otes  is an un ­

co m p lica te d  read , and perhaps Pattrick's 

goal in this s im p le  novel is to p rove  that 

fa iry ta le  end ings happen at any age -  and 

m ore than o n ce  in a life tim e.

M e g a n  C u th b e r t  
m e g s n o 2 @ y a h o o .co m .a u
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Kate Legge 

V ik ing/Pengu in  

ISBN 9 7 8 0 6 7 0 0 7 2 9 8 9  

R R P  $ 3 2 .9 5

The M arriage C lu b  is 

jo u rn a lis t and  author 

Kate Legge's second  

novel an d , desp ite  its 

ch ick - lit  tit le , reads 

m ore lik e  lite rary  fiction  b u ilt a round  a 

c rim e  scen e . Leith  Krem m er, the m idd le- 

aged w ife  o f a fa m ily  cou rt jud ge , has 

a lw ays  kept secre ts . But Le ith 's  sudden 

and u nexpected  death p roves to be a 

ca ta lyst for reve la tio ns w ith in  not o n ly  

her o w n  m arriag e , but a lso  those o f her 

friends .

V ignettes of M e lb o u rn e , w h ere  the novel 

is set, a re  d raw n  in p rec ise  d e ta il, g iv ing  

the ch aracte rs  a v iv id  b ackd ro p  on 

w h ich  to en act th e ir m arita l d ram as. It is 

d isap po in tin g , how ever, that the ch aracte rs  

th em se lves lack  th is depth -  sad ly  

in d istin g u ish ab le  from  one another, the 

five  m ain  co u p les are so in te rch an geab le  

that it is an effort to rem em b er the ir 

nam es, let a lo n e  w h o  is m arried  to w h o m . 

Legge does a rtfu lly  d escrib e  the d e lica te  

in te rp lay  of co u p le s , but th is d e lic a c y  is 

lost as the focus o f the book sk im s over the 

large group of characte rs .

A ll in a ll, the nove l p rom ises a lot 

that it fa ils  to d e liver. Th e  reve la tion  

of secrets , su pp osed ly  cen tra l to the 

n ove l, is la ck lu stre  at best, w ith  m any 

secre tsrevea led  to the reader w e ll before 

the con fron ta tion s unfo ld  on the page.

co n tin u e d  on p ag e  3 2
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su rre a l com edy aw a its the reader 
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If the tim e spent on d escrip tio n  had 

instead been spent on d raw in g  out a few  

m ore co m p le x it ie s  of ch a rac te r and plot, 

th is book m ay have been a m ore satisfy ing  

read .

L a u ra  K e rto n  
n a n o b y n ig h t@ g m a il.c o m

Debt Man Walking
B ru ce  B ram m all 

John W ile y  & Sons 

A ustra lia  Ltd, 2 0 0 8  

ISBN 9780731408351 

$ 3 4 .9 5

D e b t M a n  W alking  

is as m uch an 

u nasham ed  tribute 

to B ru ce  B ram m a ll's  19 8 0 's  as it is an 

investm ent g u ide . The  fo rm er deputy 

ed ito r o f The H e ra ld  S u n 's  B usiness section  

and a ll-round  investm ent evang e lis t has a 

g enu in e  passion  for f in an c e , but if being 

spoon-fed re ferences to 30-year-o ld  pop 

cu ltu re  is not you r th ing  then you w ill 

struggle before you even get to the a d v ice .

R ight off the bat is the flaw  that taints the 

en tire  gu ide : it w as w ritten  one year before 

a m assive  f in a n c ia l c r is is , and  a ll the 

statistica l data and em phasis on the m arket 

co rrectio n  of late 2 0 0 7  seem s ho rrib ly  

dated and u nd erm in es a ll h is o ther po ints.

The book offers a series of easy-to -fo llow  

exam p le s  o f h ow  you can  use debt 

to further in crease  you r w e a lth , from  

investm ent hom e loans to the stockm arket 

to gearing , and  the pros and co n s o f each . 

N o w  if o n ly  the events o f the past s ix  

m onths h adn 't b low n  aw ay a ll h is figures.

Se llin g  to G e n  X is w e ll and good -  w hat 

w ith  our d isp o sab le  in com es and a ll -  but 

the book is not a p rim er for investm ent 

and it's not q u ite  in sp iring  enough to m ake 

you w an t to beco m e B ru ce  B ram m a ll, and 

that's w h at (besides having  better tim ing  

in p u b lica tio n ) th is book re a lly  needed .

B e n  R e y n o ld s  
m rb e n 1 @ g m a il.co m

Accidentally on Purpose
M ary Pols 

Penguin U K , 2 0 0 9  

ISBN

9 7 8 0 1 4 1 0 3 8 4 0 7  

R R P : $ 2 4 .9 5

A c c id e n ta lly  on  

P u rp o se  is like  a 

cup  o f tea in your 

favou rite  ch a ir 

com fo rtab le , 

p re d ic tab le , and a little  d ifficu lt to get up 

from . The  au to b io g rap h ica l ta le  fo llo w s 

au tho r M ary  Pols' rough transition  from  

slig h tly  lo n e ly  late-th irties sing leton to 

u n e xp e cte d ly  pregnant, cash-strapped

nervous w re c k . A  one-night stand w ith  a 

m uch young er San F ran c iscan , leaves Pols 

co n tend in g  w ith  ung lam orous issues like  

custody, c h ild  ca re , and a re luctan t father- 

to-be. Th e  tougher th ings get for Pols, the 

q u icke r the pages turn.

The nove l ba lan ces light m om ents w ith  

in teresting , thought-provoking  them es. 

Pols is a film  re v iew er by trade, and w h ile  

she w rite s  w ith  flair, she doesn't use her 

ta lent to g loss over any o f the ug lie r parts 

of her story. She's not quite  Bridget Jones 

w ith  a baby bum p, but Pols does keep us 

en terta ined  through the tria ls  and stresses 

of first-tim e pregnancy and m otherhood. 

H e r d o cum en ta ry  ap p roach  to her life 

m ay leave som e readers yaw n in g , but 

ch an ce s  are y o u 'll o n ly  p ick  up this book 

if you 're  interested in a ll the gory d eta ils  of 

an u np lan ned  pregnancy at age 39 .

It isn't just the d ram atics of Po ls' story that 

m ake A c c id e n ta lly  on  P u rp o se  e n jo yab le . 

The book's m ain strength lies in her 

ab ility  to sh o w  so m uch of h erse lf w ith ou t 

straying  into e xh ib itio n ism  -  to tell a story 

of m odern  m otherhood that's funny, sad , 

and , ab o ve  a l l, honest.
A lic e  A lla n  

a lic e .e .a lla n @ g m a il.c o m

Harry, A History
M elissa  A n e lli 

Puffin , 2 0 0 8  

ISBN

9 7 8 0 1 4 3 3 0 4 3 6 4  

R R P : $ 1 9 .9 5

W h e th e r you  are 

a fan yo u rse lf, try ­

ing to  u n d e rs ta n d  

som eone w h o  is a 

fan , or just fas­

c ina ted  by the socia l ph en om enon  that 

the P larry  Potter books created , there  is a 

w ea lth  o f in form ation  in M e lissa  A n e lii's  

book H arry , A  H isto ry .

A n e lli w rite s  w ith  c la rity  and en thusia sm , 

te llin g  her o w n  story o f d isco ve rin g  H arry  

a lo ng sid e  events su rround ing  the g row ing  

p o p u la rity  o f the books. The tone is light 

and engag ing , and A n e lli f ills  the book 

w ith  e x a c t ly  the type of d eta ils , stories, 

and in s id e r in form ation  that de lights and 

fa sc in a tes passionate  fans, and w il l  still 

en terta in  m ore casua l readers.

H arry , A  H is to ry  describ es a ve ry  personal 

jo u rn ey , from  A n e lii's  first read ing  to her 

g row ing  ro le  in H arry  Potter fandom  

through the fan site The Leaky  C a u ld ro n . 

She m et som e of the acto rs, got in vo lved  

w ith  fan co n ven tio n s , tribute  bands, and 

in te rv ie w e d  JK R o w ling  he rse lf -  in fact, 

R o w lin g  w ro te  the fo rew o rd . A n e lii's  

position  in the fan w o rld  gave her m ore 

acce ss  than m ost, but her en jo ym e n t of 

the bo oks , her g row ing  fa sc in a tio n  and 

in vo lve m e n t, and her passion  for a ll th ings

H arry  w il l m irro r m any read ers' sto ries as 

w e ll . A n e lli cap tures the suspense  and 

e xc item en t of H arry  Potter and m any fans 

w il l recog n ise  th em se lves in her ta le .

C h r is t in e  T u rs k y  G o rd o n  
C h r is t in e .t u r s k y @ s o u th t e c h s y s t e m s  

.co m .a u

The Museum of Mary Child
C assan d ra  G o ld s  

Penguin A u stra lia  

ISBN

9 7 8 0 1 4 3 3 0 4 1 4 2  

R R P : $ 1 7 .9 5

S im ila r in sty le  to 

her e a r lie r  book, 

C la ir d e  Lune, 

G o ld s  w rite s  as 

an o ld -fash ioned  

storyte ller, her ch aracte rs  not lo cked  into 

a sp e c if ic  tim e or lo ca le , but w ith  a 19th 

cen tu ry  European flavour. The  lightness of 

G o ld 's  touch is ev id en t in the sw eetness 

o f the text. She d e lves into co m p le x  issues 

w ith o u t s lip p in g  into te rrito ry  too dark 

and so lem n  for the e a rly  teenage reader.

W e  e as ily  engage w ith  H e lo ise , 

em path is ing  w ith  her struggles liv in g  w ith  

a strict, u n lo v ing  godm other. Issues of 

parentage, identity, and love are  exp lo red  

as it beco m es ev id en t that H e lo ise  is no 

o rd in a ry  c h ild . W e  ch e e r as she d iscove rs 

a w ished -fo r h idden do ll and  escap es her 

co ld  godparent, ven tu rin g  a lo n e  into the 

u n fam ilia r  -  and a lm ost D ick e n s ia n  -  

w o rld .

E ve n tu a lly  all the p ieces o f the p u zz le  

begin to co m e together and w e  learn  the 

truth about H e lo ise . D e a lin g  w ith  them es 

o f a d o le sce n ce  w ith o u t the b la ck  hum our 

o f Lem ony $n icket or the h e av ie r g loom  

o f Sonya Hartnett's The G h o s t's  C h ild , 

The M u se u m  o f  M a ry  C h ild  is above a ll 

a ro m an ce , and w il l ap peal to g irls  on the 

b rin k  o f young ad u ltho od .

J u lie  T h o r n d y k e  
Ju lie .T h o rn d y k e @ rid b c .o r g .a u
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