
sk il ls  at the sam e tim e . "S to rytim es support the d eve lo p m ent of 

em erg ing  lite racy  and  n um eracy  am ong young  ch ild re n . Th ey  

a lso  support cu ltu ra l in c lu s io n , help  m a in ta in  the ch ild 's  first 

language , and in c re ase  the parent's sk ills  and  co n fid en ce  to share  

songs, rhym es, and  books w ith  th e ir c h ild re n ."

In the last f in a n c ia l year, 7 1 9 4  ch ild re n  and  1983  parents or 

ca re rs pa rtic ipated  in 3 4 4  B ilin g u a l Sto rytim es sessions.

Based  on a recent e va lu a tio n  o f the program , m any parents 

shared  a s im ila r story about the im p act that it has had on th e ir 

c h ild . "I have a lw a y s  felt that B ilin g u a l Sto rytim es w as a fun w ay  

to engage w ith  the co m m u n ity . It is c le a r from  the e va lu a tio n  

find ing s that the B ilin g u a l S to rytim es program  p o sitive ly  im p acts 

on parents and ca re rs  as w e ll as th e ir c h ild re n ,"  said  A n n a  B o lan d .

A cco rd in g  to the e va lu a tio n  fin d ing s, a ll parents in te rv ie w e d  felt 

that they had learned  new  sk ills  to help  them  p lay w ith  and  teach  

th e ir ch ild re n . M an y  parents a lso  reported that they n ow  had the 

co n fid en ce  to read in an exp re ss ive  m an ner and in teract w ith  

th e ir ch ild re n . "I feel I learn som eth ing  n ew  each  sessio n . [Th is 

has in c lud ed ] the sp e c ia l w ay  that R ou la  (a B ilin g u a l Sto rytim es 

fac ilita to r) reads: she is like  an actress , so I feel it is o kay  to be 

m ore happy or m o re  sad w h en  I read a b o o k" , sa id  a parent 

d uring  an A rab ic  B ilin g u a l S to rytim es session  at The  Age L ib rary .

Strengthening bilingual capacity

The  o ve rw h e lm in g  su cce ss o f the B ilin g u a l Storytim es program  

has led to a range o f e xc it in g  d eve lo p m ents . As A nn a  e xp la in s , 

"W e  are creating  a co m p re h e n s ive  tra in ing  packag e  to assist 

ch ild ren 's  se rv ice s  w o rk e rs , parents , and ca re rs . W e  hope th is 

packag e  in creases the n um b er o f lo ca l b ilin g u a l sto ryte lle rs 

and supports parents w h o  w an t to hone th e ir sk ills  for use in a 

vo lu n ta ry  ca p a c ity  o r for e m p lo ym en t."

Th e  B ilin g u a l S to rytim es program  is a strong e xa m p le  o f an 

in itia tive  that has the potentia l to change the life o u tcom es for 

ch ild re n  and th e ir fa m ilie s  in our co m m u n ity . H u m e C ity  C o u n c il 

is cu rre n tly  w o rk in g  w ith  an A ra b ic  and Tu rkish  co m m u n ity  ch o ir 

to p rodu ce  a C D  to a cco m p a n y  the ex isting  B ilin g u a l Sto rytim es 

songbook. W ith  in creased  d em and  for B ilin g u a l S to rytim es in 

the co m m u n ity , w a tch  out for m ore story tim e sessions at H u m e 

L ib ra r ie s  and at a p layg roup  or pre-schoo l near you!

If you w o u ld  like  m ore  in fo rm ation  about the B ilin g u a l Sto rytim es 

program , p lease  te lep ho ne  A n n a  B o land  on 9 3 5 6  6 9 3 2 . A ll 

Sto rytim es sessions cu rre n tly  held  at H u m e  L ib ra r ie s  are  listed 

at http://www.humelibraries.vic.gov.au under 'B ilin g u a l 

S to rytim es'.

H u m e  C ity  C o u n c il c o n tra c te d  'P ro je c t P a rtn e rsh ip s' to m ea su re  

the o u tco m e s g e n e ra te d  b y  the B ilin gua l S to ry tim e s p rog ram . 

Th ey  c o n d u c te d  su rv e y  in te rv ie w s a n d  fo cu s  g ro u p s  w ith  p a ren ts , 

ca re rs , p re - sch o o l tea ch e rs , a n d  sto ry te lle rs w h o  w e re  in v o lv e d  in 

B ilin gu a l S to ry tim es se ss io n s . H e re  are so m e  o f  the fin d in g s.

P aren ts that reported an in cre a se  in their 
ch ild re n 's  sk ill d evelopm ent to su p p o rt s ch o o l 

re a d in e ss

Interest and concentration level when 
completing tasks

Confidence and social interaction with 
other children

Percentage of Parents

C o n n e ctio n  to so c ia l netw orks and su pp o rt 
through B ilin gu a l Storytim es

Parents found 
support by talking 
to other parents

Parents found out 
about services that 
could assist their 

child/family

P arents that reported an in cre a sed  interest 
a m o n gst their ch ild ren  in the fo llow ing activ ities

Singing songs and 
reciting rhymes

Retelling stories

Listening to stories

Reading children's 
books

Percentage of Parents

R a n a  A la k u s
P ro m o tio n s  a n d  C o m m u n ic a t io n s  O ff ic e r  

H u m e  C it y  C o u n c il  
ra n a a @ h u m e .v ic .g o v .a u

W o r k i n g  i n  a  m u l t i c u l t u r a l  s c h o o l  

l i b r a r y  -  M i l p e r a  S t a t e  H i g h  S c h o o l ' s  

I n t e n s i v e  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e  

P r e p a r a t i o n  C e n t r e '

'M ilp e ra ' is an A b o rig in a l w o rd  m ean ing  "m eeting  p lace  of 

brothers and s iste rs" . M ilp e ra  is a Q u e e n s lan d  state seco n d ary  

schoo l w h ich  p rovides in tensive  Eng lish  language and settlem ent 

se rv ice s to p repare  n e w ly  a rrived  im m igrant and refugee students 

for p a rtic ip atio n  in seco n d ary  sch o o ls  o r te rtia ry  ed ucation  

around  the B risb an e  a rea . I am  ve ry  fo rtunate  to be a lib rary  

te ch n ic ian  in th is 'w o rld  in one sch o o l' and to share  a sm a ll part 

o f the lives of these students.

W e  have created  a sp e c ia lise d  lib ra ry  for ou r schoo l co m m u n ity  

o f ESL (Eng lish  as a Second  Language) lea rne rs . A  s ig n ifican t 

part of our c o lle c t io n  co u ld  q u ite  e a s ily  fit into D e w e y  4 2 0 , 

being  m ade up o f graded readers, ca te ring  for d ifferent read ing  

ab ilit ie s . D u e  to the age o f our students (1 2 - 1 9  years o f age) 

w e  are  ca re fu l to offer resources that w il l not ap pear c h ild ish , 

desp ite  the b eg inner language le ve l. O u r re so u rce  cen tre  a lso  has 

to ca te r for d ive rse  language needs; for e xa m p le , our d ic tio n a ry  

c o lle c tio n  covers over 35 d ifferent languages p lus sets of Eng lish  

d ic tio n a rie s . W e  a lso  focus on d e ve lo p in g  the students' v isua l 

lite racy  through m u ltim ed ia  and co m p ute r program s. Students 

e n jo y  creating  photo-stories of th e ir cam p s and e xcu rs io n s . As 

staff w o rk in g  there , w e  have to be aw a re  o f and  respect d ifferent 

cu ltu re s and custom s, but at the sam e tim e  in tro d u ce  ours.

W o rk in g  at M ilp e ra  has been an eye  o p en ing  e xp e rie n ce ; I 

a lso  share  the im m igrant jo u rn ey , hav in g  a rrived  in A ustra lia  

from  Eng land  w h en  I w as a teenager. W h e n  I had to start a new  

sch o o l, I w as fo rtunate that I had the support o f m y fam ily  and 

that I cam e  from  a cou ntry  w ith  s im ila r sch o o l ru les . The  jo u rn e y  

of the young peo p le  w h o  com e to M ilp e ra  is far m ore d ifficu lt
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than m in e . Th ey  not o n ly  have to learn  a n ew  language but the 

custom s o f a d ifferent so c ie ty  as w e ll . Som e are  here  w ith o u t 

their fam ily , having  left them  beh in d . M any have suffered trau m a , 

sadness, the loss of fa m ily  m em bers, and even  tortu re . Yet these 

students not o n ly  w o rk  through a ll these  barrie rs and o b stac les , 

they c o n tin u a lly  dem onstrate  h ow  ad ap tab le  and re s ilie n t they 

are. If they have th e ir fa m ily  w ith  them , they b eco m e teachers 

them se lves , teach in g  th e ir fa m ily  th ings they have lea rned .

I w as fo rtunate  to have 

been brought up going  to 

sch o o l, be ing  a m em ber 

of a lo ca l lib rary , having  

stories read to m e as a 

c h ild , and hav in g  books

of m y o w n . C o m pu ters 

w e re n 't a ro und  then 

but m y friends and I 

w e re  still e xposed  to 

the ch ang in g  w o rld  of 

techno logy. M an y  o f the 

students w h o  co m e through o u r gates haven 't had the op portun ity  

or sam e advantages m any o f us take for granted . At M ilp e ra  m any 

use a co m p ute r for the first tim e , and  learn  to read and  w rite , in a

language other than th e ir o w n . Th ey  learn  a ll k inds o f in fo rm ation  

lite racy  sk ills  and eag erly  soak up eve ry th in g  they can  lea rn . N ew  

tech no lo g y and lea rn ing  to use the resources that w e  a ll take for 

granted opens up a w h o le  n ew  w o rld  to them .

W e  have on average over th irty  n atio n a litie s  at an y  one tim e 

each  sp eaking  a d ifferent language. For m any students w h o  com e 

through our gates, it m ay be th e ir first lea rn ing  e xp e rie n ce  in a 

w este rn  w o rld  c la ssro o m , as m any students have had little or no 

p rev io us sch oo lin g .

Students stay w ith  us fo r as little  as a co u p le  o f m onths up to 1 8 

m onths. It is very  sad to see them  go, but it b rightens m y day 

to rem em ber h ow  they have changed  and grow n from  th e ir first 

nervous shy days into the co n fid en t, se lf assured  young  peop le  

M ilp e ra  has helped  them  beco m e . W h e n  they leave  us and go into 

m ainstream  high schoo l o rT A F E , they are  ready to fa ce  the w o rld  

and take on n ew  ch a lleng es and to fit into the ever-chang ing  face  

o f A ustra lian  society . A u stra lia  is tru ly  a m u lticu ltu ra l p lace  that 

w e  a ll c a ll hom e.

C a ro l S a u n d e r s
L ib r a r y  T e ch n ic ia n , M ilp e ra  S t a t e  H ig h  S c h o o l  
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