
The H unter W rite rs Centre w as also  an active  partner in presenting 
the show . The ties w e  have m ade there w il l again lead to further 
co llab o ra tio n  and events.

The readers d id a m ag n ificen t jo b  of bring ing  the texts to life and 
in fo rm ing  the au d ie n ce  about th e ir cen so rsh ip  h istory and so c ia l 
s ig n if ica n ce . D u rin g  the b reak  w e  ran a s lid e  sh o w  o f personal 
anecdo tes about ce n so rsh ip , e .g . patrons requesting  the rem oval 
o f books from  lib ra rie s .

There w as a ve ry  positive  response from  the au d ience  and w e  are 
lo oking  fo rw ard  to do ing  bigger and better th ings next year. W e  
have also  developed  a suite of resources, in c lud in g  t-shirts, w h ich  
are ava ilab le  to share  if anyone  w o u ld  like  to run a s im ila r even t.

d ire c to ry  www.data.gov re leased  by the O b a m a A dm in istra tion  
in the U n ited  States e a rlie r th is year.

M ost o f the datasets on the site are licen sed  under the C rea tive  
C o m m o n s  -  A ttrib u tio n  2 .5  A u s tra lia  (C C - B Y ) lic e n se . A ll the 
d atasets are  re leased  on lic e n se  te rm s that p e rm it and  e n a b le  
m ash up  and , w h ere  p o ssib le , have been re leased  in form ats that 
are  e a s ily  acce ss ib le .

Th e  com p etition  in c lu d es a $1 0  0 0 0  first p r ize  for "E xce lle n ce  in 
M ash in g ". It a lso  in c lu d e s  a se ries o f m in o r p r izes for a va rie ty  
o f categ o ries , in c lu d in g  Best Student entry  and People's C h o ice . 
O th e r p rizes in c lu d e  $ 5 0 0 0  for H ig h ly  C o m m e n d ab le  M ashups 
and  $ 2 5 0 0  for N otab le  M ash ing  A ch ie ve m e n ts .

W e  w o u ld  like  to thank everyo ne  w h o  partic ipated  and supported 
th is even t.

C a t h e r in e  K n ig h t  
c a t h e r in e .k n ig h t@ h s s .h e a lth .n s w .g o v .a u

1. A L IA  Statement on free access to inform ation: http ://w w w .alia .org . 
au/policies/free. access.htm  I

2 .  A LA  w e b s ite : h ttp ://w w w .a la .o rg /a la / issu e sad vo cacy/b a n n e d / 
bannedbooksw eek/index.cfm

3. For more information Sydney PEN or the Empty Ch a ir go to w w w . 
pen.org.au/

Mashup Australia contest 
launched
Th e  G o v e rn m e n t 2 .0  T a sk fo rce  re ce n tly  la u n ch e d  the M ash u p  
A ustra lia  contest (http://mashupaustralia.org/), in v iting  m em bers 
of the p u b lic  to 'm ash up ' p u b lic  secto r in fo rm ation  in in n ovative  
w ays . Th e  contest g ives the co m m u n ity  a ch a n c e  to dem onstrate  
w h a t  c re a t iv it y  an d  p ro g ra m m in g  k n o w le d g e  c a n  d o  w ith  
open p u b lic  secto r in fo rm atio n , in o rd er to d eve lo p  in n o va tive  
a p p lica tio n s  using  governm ent data.

A  'm ash up ' is an ap p lica tio n  o r a w eb p ag e  that co m b in e s  data 
from  tw o  or m ore data sou rces to c reate  a n e w  se rv ice  (often v ia  
v isu a l p latfo rm s such  as m aps), w h ic h  m akes in fo rm ation  eas ie r 
fo r u sers to a c c e ss . A  good e x a m p le  is the T rave l A d v ic e  M ap  
(http://blog.programmableweb.com/2009/07/24/travel-safely- 
abroad-with-government-mashup/) that co m b in e s  sp a tia l data 
from  G o o g le  M ap s and  trave l w a rn in g s  from  the U K 's  Fore ign 
and C o m m o n w e a lth  O ffic e  and presents a m ap ad v is in g  users of 
co u n tr ie s  that a re , or are not, safe to travel to.

Th e  pu rp ose  o f the M ash u p  A u stra lia  con test is to dem onstrate  
h o w  op en  a c c e ss  to p u b lic  se c to r in fo rm a tio n  can  e n a b le  the 
deve lopm ent o f innovative ap p lica tions for better d ecis ion  m aking 
and  e co n o m ic  and  so c ia l benefits fo r the co m m u n ity .

M ash up  A ustra lia  is one o f tw o  A u stra lian  open acce ss  to p u b lic  
se c to r  in fo rm a tio n  co n te s ts , the  o th e r b e in g  th e  N S W  State 
G o ve rnm en t's  A p p s4 N S W  co m p etitio n , an n o u n ced  in Ju ly  2 0 0 9 . 
S im ila r  contests have been he ld  o ve rseas, in c lu d in g  the "S h o w  
U s a Better W a y"  contest in the U n ited  K ingdom  and  the "Apps 
for D e m o c ra c y "  contest in the U n ited  States.

F in a n c e  M in is te r  L in d sa y  T a n n e r a p p o in te d  th e  G o v e rn m e n t 
2 .0  Task fo rce  in June 2 0 0 9  (http://gov2.net.au/). D ata has been 
provided  by both C o m m o nw ea lth  agencies and State and Territory 
G o ve rn m e n ts . O v e r  15 C o m m o n w e a lth  ag enc ie s  have  re leased  
d ata . D atasets range from  federa l e lec to ra l b o u n d arie s , from  the 
A u s tra lia n  E lecto ra l C o m m iss io n , to C e n tre lin k  o ffice  lo ca tio n s 
from  the D ep artm ent o f H u m an  S e rv ice s .

A ll datasets su p p lied  for the contest are a va ila b le  for d o w n lo ad  
at data.australia.gov.au Th is  w eb s ite , w h ich  has been re leased  as 
a beta ve rs io n , is a rep osito ry  for p u b lic  secto r data sets that has 
been created  as part o f the contest; it is s im ila r  in co n ce p t to the

Contestants can  enter as in d iv id u a ls  or as a team . A ll team s m ust 
have at least one A ustra lian  residen t/c itizen  as a m em ber. Points 
w il l  be aw ard ed  based  on o rig in a lity , co n s is te n cy  w ith  contest 
p u rp oses in c lu d in g  so c ia l va lu e , q ua lity , and design  (in c lu d in g  
standards c o m p lia n ce ) , and u sab ility  (in c lu d in g  d ocum entation  
and  ease  o f use).

Entries w il l be accep ted  from  7 O cto b e r 2 0 0 9  and w il l co n c lu d e  
on 6 N o vem b er 2 0 0 9 .

Ja m e s  S a n d ry  
P o lic y  O ffice r, D ig it a l  E c o n o m y  S t r a t e g y  

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  B ro a d b a n d , C o m m u n ic a t io n s  a n d  
th e  D ig it a l  E c o n o m y  

ja m e s.s a n d ry @ d b c d e .g o v .a u

Opening Australia's archives: 
why licensing matters
T h e  a b il ity  to a c c e s s , ad ap t, and  reu se  co n te n t is in teg ra l to 
the  d ig ita l e n v iro nm en t's  c re a tive  cap a c ity . Th e  in ternet, d ig ital 
record ing  d evices, and the ready ava ilab ility  o f content production 
softw are have together d rastica lly  changed the creative  landscape, 
re p la c in g  lin e a r m o d e ls  o f p ro d u c tio n  and  c o m m e rc ia lis a t io n  
w ith  m ore  d istrib u ted , c o lla b o ra t ive , user-generated , and open 
n e tw o rk in g  m o d e ls . A rtists a re  w o rk in g  c o lla b o ra t iv e ly  ac ro ss  
the g lobe, students p roduce docum entaries instead o f essays, and 
m in o rity  groups are te llin g  the ir ow n  stories o n lin e .

Yet, due to restrictions created  by cop yrig ht law , A ustra lians have 
g reat d if f ic u lty  g a in in g  a c c e ss  to q u a lity  o n lin e  co n te n t from  
o u r c u ltu re  that can  be le g a lly  and  sa fe ly  reu sed . T h is  c reates 
p a rticu la r p rob lem s for groups such as ed ucato rs w h o  w o rk  w ith  
d ig ita l lite rac ie s ; co m m u n ity  ad vocates w h o  seek to engage the 
p u b lic  w ith  th e ir m essage; and researchers w h o  hope to extend  
the im pact of their studies. O b ta in in g  m usic  for the background of 
a s lid esho w , or photographs to illu stra te  a p u b lica tio n  or h isto ric  
footage for an e d u ca tio n a l v id e o  -  le g a lly  -  is often beyond the 
e xp e rtise  or resources of such  groups.

A u s t ra lia 's  c o l le c t in g  in s t itu t io n s  b ig  an d  sm a ll h o ld  la rg e  
q u a n t it ie s  o f c o n te n t  w h ic h  c o u ld  be  used  to f i l l  th is  g ap . 
M u ch  o f th is  m ate ria l is c rea ted  and  m a in ta in e d  using  p u b lic  
fun ds an d , e ith e r b e ca u se  it has en tered  the p u b lic  d o m ain  or 
is w h o lly  o w n ed  by the g ove rn m ent, co u ld  be leg a lly  re leased  
fo r reuse by a ll A u s tra lian s . Studies such  as National Innovation 
Review,' the U K 's Power of Information Report2, and the O E C D 's  
Seoul Declaration for the Future of the Internet Economy2, have 
re c o m m e n d e d  that th is  m a te ria l c o u ld  be a m a jo r d r iv e r  of 
innovation  and cu ltu ra l and e co n o m ic  growth if it w as ava ilab le  
for a ll to adapt, repurpose, and rem ix . H ow ever, the vast m ajority 
rem ains hidden, unused in w arehouses, backroom s, and databases, 
or locked  beh ind  restrictive access p o lic ie s  and terms of use.

T h e re  a re  a n u m b e r o f reaso n s fo r th is . L a c k  o f fu n d in g , staff 
t im e , and  re so u rce s a re , as a lw a y s , the biggest b a rrie rs . Th ese  
a re  co m p o u n d e d  in th is c a se  by c o p y rig h t u n c e rta in t ie s  (eg. 
o rp haned  w o rks), o ther legal co n ce rn s  (eg: p r ivacy ), and lack  of
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c lear po licy  d irection  from  the governm ent 
an d  fu n d in g  b o d ie s . A t th e  sa m e  t im e , 
in te rn a l fa c to rs  can  be a m a jo r  p la y e r  
in th e  rights m an ag e m e n t d e c is io n s  o f 
in d iv id u a l in s t itu t io n s , fro m  c o n c e rn s  
ab o ut m a in ta in in g  b u sin e ss m o d e ls  and 
donor re latio nsh ip s to a d esire  to 'p rotect' 
resources from  'u n d e sirab le ' reuse .

T h e re  is in c re a s in g  e v id e n c e  th a t open  
a c c e s s  to c o l le c t io n s  c a n  p r o v id e  
sign ificant benefits to co llecting  institutions 
an d  be c o m p a t ib le  w ith  in s t itu t io n a l 
business m odels. The Pow erhouse M useum  
has reported  that th e ir  d o n atio n  o f o ve r 
1 3 0 0  p u b lic  d o m ain  photog rap hs to the 
F l ic k r  C o m m o n s p ro je c t h asn 't re d u ce d  
sa le s  o f the im a g e s , w h ile  the  G e rm a n  
Fe d e ra te d  A r c h iv e , B u n d e s a rc h iv , has 
re p o rte d  th a t  u p lo a d in g  1 0 0  0 0 0  o f 
its im a g e s  fo r u se  on W ik ip e d ia  has 
a c tu a lly  d o u b le d  its sa le s . A t th e  sam e  
tim e , both in stitu tion s h ave  e xp e rie n ce d  
m a s s iv e  in c re a s e s  in  u se r  a c c e s s  to 
a n d  e n g ag e m e n t w ith  th e  w o rk s , w ith  
th o u san d s o f tags, d is c o v e r ie s , re m ixe s , 
and even form al partnersh ip  p ro jects . Not 
to m ention , o f cou rse , the in c re ase  in the 
in stitu tion 's b rand  p ro file  and  v a lu e  that 
co m es from  greater a u d ie n c e  aw a re n e ss  
of its resources.

A ll th is  p o in ts  to w a rd s  a n eed  fo r the 
A u stra lian  cu ltu ra l secto r to take  a m ore 
un ited  ap p ro ach  on rights m an ag em en t.

UNIVERSITY OF

CA N BERRA
AUSTRALIA'S CAPITAL UNIVERSITY

MASTERS IN 
INFORMATION 
STUDIES (online)
Specialisations in:
• Librarianship
• Knowledge management
• internet communication
• Records management
The course will equip you with 
the skills you need to work as 
a knowledge and information 
professional in a range of 
information and non-information 
sectors. Choose a specialisation 
or a general study program.
For more information contact 
Dr Stuart Ferguson on: *O
T 0 2  6 2 0 1  2 0 4 2  §

E s t u a r t . f e r g u s o n O c a n b e r r a .e d u .a u  3  

w w w .c a n b e r r a .e d u .a u / m i s

Apply direct to UC for Semester 1, 2010
w.ww.canberra,edu.au/aus-future-students/apply.

G o vern m en t ag encies and fund ing  bodies 
need to be co n v in ce d  to va lu e  a cce ss and 
reuse , and in c lu d e  it in th e ir K P Is ; donors 
need to be brought up to date on the ro le  
o f the p u b lic  d o m a in  in c u ltu ra l g row th  
and  d e ve lo p m e n t; and  in stitu tio n s  need  
better in fo rm a tio n  on b u ild in g  re ve n u e  
m odels that take  advan tage o f the d ig ita l 
en v iro nm en t.

Th e  d riv in g  co n sid e ra tio n  in d ete rm in in g  
the sector's attitude to rights m anagem ent 
should be w hat role w e  w an t for Australia 's 
c u ltu ra l an d  c o l le c t in g  in s t itu t io n s  in 
th e  d ig ita l e n v iro n m e n t . In an  o n lin e  
e n v iro n m e n t d o m in ated  by in te rn a tio na l 
c o n t e n t  a n d  c u l t u r a l  im p e r ia l i s m ,  
A u s t r a l ia 's  c o l le c t io n s  re p re s e n t  an  
in v a lu a b le  re so u rce  that w il l  e n a b le  use 
to fight b ack  and in crease  the know led g e , 
ap p rec ia tio n , and re levan ce  o f our cu ltu re  
and  h istory . But th is w il l  be a ch ie ve d  by 
positioning ourselves as drivers, facilita tors, 
and ed ucato rs , not as guards, fen ces , and 
p o lice .

Je s s ic a  C o a te s  
P ro je c t  M a n a g e r  

C r e a t iv e  C o m m o n s  C lin ic ,  Q UT  
j 2 .co a te s@ q u t.e d u .a u

1. http://www.innovation.gov.au/innovation 
review/Documents/N IS_review _W eb3.pd f

2. http://www.opsi.gov.uk/advice/poi/power- 
of-inform ation-review .pdf

3. http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/49/28/ 
4083943 6 .pd f

Open education 
revolution on the 
horizon
The Horizon Report 2009: Australia- 
New Zealand Edition' d e scrib e s areas of 
em erg ing  tech n o lo g y  that w il l im p act on 
ed uca tio n  in A u stra lia  and  N e w  Z e a la n d  
w ith in  th ree to five  years . T h e y  list the top 
three tech no log ies to w atch  as:

• m o b ile  in ternet d e v ice s ,

• p rivate  c lo u d s , and

• open content.

It is to  b e  e x p e c te d  th a t  th e  s a m e  
te ch n o lo g ie s  w i l l  h ave  a s im ila r  im p a c t 
on lib ra rie s , and it co u ld  be w is e  to p lan  
for, rather than w a it for, them  to hit.

M o b ile  in te rn e t  d e v ic e s  a re  a lre a d y  
m ak ing  th e ir p resence  felt p a rt ic u la r ly  by 
lib ra rie s  in areas w ith  lim ited  a lte rn a tive  
p u b lic  w ir e le s s  c o v e ra g e . M e d ia  an d  
e n t e r t a in m e n t  r e la t e d  c o n t e n t  fo r  
m o b ile  d e v ic e s  is re a d ily  a v a ila b le , but 
is lib ra ry - re la te d  c o n te n t  an d  s e rv ic e s  
re a d ily  a c c e s s ib le ?  A re  w e  c o n s id e r in g  
the co p yrig h t im p lica t io n s  o f co n ten t w e  
purchase or license , and w hether provid ing 
this on a new  platform  w ill be legal? W h ile  
cu rre n t c o p y rig h t d e a ls  O K  w ith  u se  o f 
content in physica l con ta iners such as tape 
or C D , legal issues around access to d igital 
con tent are not so easy.

C lo u d  c o m p u t in g , w h e re  sto rag e  an d  
processing  is d istributed  across netw orked  
co m p u te rs  rather than  hosted on a lo ca l 
server, ra ises further co n ce rn s  about legal 
ju risd ic tio n  w hen  content is stored outside 
A u s tra lia . T h e  'p r iva te  c lo u d s ' referred  to 
in The Horizon Report are  an attem pt to 
address these  issues.

O p e n  co n te n t is o f p a rt ic u la r  in te rest to 
education  lib raries . There has been gradual 
e v id e n c e  o f a sh if t  o f e m p h a s is  fro m  
restr ic ting  a c c e ss  to co n ten t, to w ard s an 
a c c e p ta n c e  o f open  a c c e ss , p a r t ic u la r ly  
in th e  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  se c to r . A s  a ll 
e d u c a t io n  se c to rs  c a lc u la t e  w h a t  it is 
c o s t in g  th e m  to m a in ta in  th e  c u rre n t  
cop yrig h t reg im e in the d ig ita l age, there 
is a g ro w in g  in te rest in op en  e d u ca tio n  
reso urces.

It is not o n ly  co s t d r iv in g  th is  c h a n g e . 
W h ile  there  is content that m ay be 'free to 
e d u ca tio n ', d ue to cop yrig ht restrictions it 
is not open to educato rs or students to use 
in c re a tio n  o f n e w  in fo rm atio n  p roducts 
o r to re p u b lish  in n e w  c o n te x ts . Just as 
th e re  is a m o ve  to w a rd s  op en  lic e n s in g  
in g overnm ent (thanks to the governm ent 
2 .0  taskforce , http://gov2.net.au) there is a 
strong case  for m oving  ed ucation  tow ards 
open lice n se d  c u rr ic u lu m  resources.

In a 21"' ce n tu ry  lea rn ing  en v ironm en t the 
f le x ib il it y  to p u b lis h  an d  c o m m u n ic a te  
in d ig ita l fo rm ats is em ph asised  in p o licy  
d o c u m e n ts  lik e  Learning in an online 
world: Pedagogy strategy2 w h ic h  states 
that sch o o ls  sh o u ld :

• m ake learning activ ities, inform ation, 
c o u rs e s  a n d  fe e d b a c k  a v a ila b le  
o n lin e  an y w h e re  -  an ytim e ;

« s u p p o r t  s tu d e n ts  u s in g  o n l in e  
re s o u r c e s  to  s h a re  w ith  o th e r  
students and experts ; and

• in c re a s e  p a re n t a c c e s s  to studen t 
w o rk .

In e a c h  o f th e se  s ta te m e n ts  th e re  is a 
re q u ire m e n t fo r a c c e s s  to , and  sh a rin g  
o f , le a r n in g  r e s o u r c e s  b e y o n d  th e  
provisions of current educational copyright 
co n d it io n s . Lea rn ing  reso urces pub lished  
u n d e r  t r a d it io n a l c o p y r ig h t  l ic e n c e s  
c an n o t be m ad e a v a ila b le  to the  p u b lic . 
Le g a lly  they can  o n ly  be m ade a va ila b le  
and accessed  by staff and students v ia  an 
in tranet, lea rn ing  m anagem ent system , or 
o ther p a ssw o rd  c o n tro lle d  e n v iro n m e n t. 
W h a t  is r e q u ire d  is a s y s te m  th a t 
encourages teachers and students to adapt, 
b u ild  u p o n , re m ix  and  re-share  le a rn ing  
re so u rce s , and  th ,u s  re a lise  the c re a t ive  
potentia l o f m u ltim ed ia  reso urces.

Enter the O p en  Education  R evo lu tion . The 
C a p e  To w n  O p e n  Ed u ca tio n  D e c la ra tio n  
sees a c le a r  futu re for open content.

We are on the cusp of a global revolution 
in teaching and learning. Educators 
worldwide are developing a vast pool of
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