The Hunter Writers Centre was also an active partner in presenting
the show. The ties we have made there will again lead to further
collaboration and events.

The readers did a magnificent job of bringing the texts to life and
informing the audience about their censorship history and social
significance. During the break we ran a slide show of personal
anecdotes about censorship, e.g. patrons requesting the removal
of books from libraries.

There was a very positive response from the audience and we are
looking forward to doing bigger and better things next year. We
have also developed a suite of resources, including t-shirts, which
are available to share if anyone would like to run a similar event.

We would like to thank everyone who participated and supported
this event.
Catherine Knight
catherine.knight@ hss.health.nsw.gov.au
1. ALIA Statement on free access to information: http://www.alia.org.
au/policies/free.access.htm |

2. ALA website: http://www.ala.org/ala/issuesadvocacy/banned/
bannedbooksweek/index.cfm

3. For more information Sydney PEN or the Empty Chair go to www.
pen.org.au/

Mashup Australia contest
launched

The Government 2.0 Taskforce recently launched the Mashup
Australia contest (http://mashupaustralia.org/), inviting members
of the public to 'mashup' public sector information in innovative
ways. The contest gives the community a chance to demonstrate
what creativity and programming knowledge can do with
open public sector information, in order to develop innovative
applications using government data.

A 'mashup' is an application or a webpage that combines data
from two or more data sources to create a new service (often via
visual platforms such as maps), which makes information easier
for users to access. A good example is the Travel Advice Map
(http://blog.programmableweb.com/2009/07/24/travel-safely-
abroad-with-government-mashup/) that combines spatial data
from Google Maps and travel warnings from the UK's Foreign
and Commonwealth Office and presents a map advising users of
countries that are, or are not, safe to travel to.

The purpose of the Mashup Australia contest is to demonstrate
how open access to public sector information can enable the
development of innovative applications for better decision making
and economic and social benefits for the community.

Mashup Australia is one of two Australian open access to public
sector information contests, the other being the NSW State
Government's Apps4NSW competition, announced in July 2009.
Similar contests have been held overseas, including the "Show
Us a Better Way" contest in the United Kingdom and the "Apps
for Democracy" contest in the United States.

Finance Minister Lindsay Tanner appointed the Government
2.0 Taskforce in June 2009 (http://gov2.net.au/). Data has been
provided by both Commonwealth agencies and State and Territory
Governments. Over 15 Commonwealth agencies have released
data. Datasets range from federal electoral boundaries, from the
Australian Electoral Commission, to Centrelink office locations
from the Department of Human Services.

All datasets supplied for the contest are available for download
at data.australia.gov.au This website, which has been released as
a beta version, is a repository for public sector data sets that has
been created as part of the contest; it is similar in concept to the
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directory www.data.gov released by the Obama Administration
in the United States earlier this year.

Most of the datasets on the site are licensed under the Creative
Commons - Attribution 2.5 Australia (CC-BY) license. All the
datasets are released on license terms that permit and enable
mashup and, where possible, have been released in formats that
are easily accessible.

The competition includes a $10 000 first prize for "Excellence in
Mashing". It also includes a series of minor prizes for a variety
of categories, including Best Student entry and People's Choice.
Other prizes include $5000 for Highly Commendable Mashups
and $2500 for Notable Mashing Achievements.

Contestants can enter as individuals or as a team. All teams must
have at least one Australian resident/citizen as a member. Points
will be awarded based on originality, consistency with contest
purposes including social value, quality, and design (including
standards compliance), and usability (including documentation

and ease of use).

Entries will be accepted from 7 October 2009 and will conclude
on 6 November 2009.

James Sandry

Policy Officer, Digital Economy Strategy

Department of Broadband, Communications and

the Digital Economy

james.sandry@ dbcde.gov.au

Opening Australia's archives:
why licensing matters

The ability to access, adapt, and reuse content is integral to
the digital environment's creative capacity. The internet, digital
recording devices, and the ready availability of content production
software have together drastically changed the creative landscape,
replacing linear models of production and commercialisation
with more distributed, collaborative, user-generated, and open
networking models. Artists are working collaboratively across
the globe, students produce documentaries instead of essays, and
minority groups are telling their own stories online.

Yet, due to restrictions created by copyright law, Australians have
great difficulty gaining access to quality online content from
our culture that can be legally and safely reused. This creates
particular problems for groups such as educators who work with
digital literacies; community advocates who seek to engage the
public with their message; and researchers who hope to extend
the impact of their studies. Obtaining music for the background of
a slideshow, or photographs to illustrate a publication or historic
footage for an educational video - legally - is often beyond the
expertise or resources of such groups.

Australia‘'s collecting institutions big and small hold large
quantities of content which could be used to fill this gap.
Much of this material is created and maintained using public
funds and, either because it has entered the public domain or
is wholly owned by the government, could be legally released
for reuse by all Australians. Studies such as National Innovation
Review,' the uk's Power of Information Report2 and the OECD's
Seoul Declaration for the Future of the Internet Economy2have
recommended that this material could be a major driver of
innovation and cultural and economic growth if it was available
for all to adapt, repurpose, and remix. However, the vast majority
remains hidden, unused in warehouses, backrooms, and databases,
or locked behind restrictive access policies and terms of use.

There are a number of reasons for this. Lack of funding, staff
time, and resources are, as always, the biggest barriers. These
are compounded in this case by copyright uncertainties (eg.
orphaned works), other legal concerns (eg: privacy), and lack of
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