
Living Libraries Australia -  A national strategy 
for bringing communities together

A L IA  h a s  r e c e n t ly  jo in e d  
in  p a r t n e r s h ip  w i t h  th e  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  Im m ig ra t io n  
and C it ize n sh ip  and the Lism ore 
C ity  C o u n c il to m anage  L iv in g  
L ib r a r ie s  A u s t r a l i a .  L iv in g  
L ib ra r ie s  A u stra lia  is a national 
s tra te g y  fo r c o n n e c t in g  and  
strengthening local com m unities 
through co n ve rsa tio n . M em bers 

C h a tt in g  o v e r  c o f fe e  a t  th e  o f th e  p u b l ic  a re  a b le  to 
L iv in g  L ib ra ry  D V D  La u n ch  'b o r ro w ' a liv in g  p e rso n  fo r a 

conversation  rather than a book. 
L iv ing  L ib raries A ustra lia  prom otes and supports the estab lishm ent 
o f L iv in g  L ib ra ry  p ro je c ts  to c o m m u n it ie s  a c ro ss  A u s tra lia  by 
p ro v id in g  a w e b s ite  o f d o w n lo a d a b le  re so u rc e s , p ro m o tio n a l 
strategies and m ateria ls , and a N ation a l N e tw o rk  for in fo rm ation  
e x c h a n g e  an d  su p p o rt. A L IA  has re c e n t ly  a p p o in te d  a L iv in g  
L ib ra r ie s  P ro je c t O ff ic e r  w h o  is tasked  w ith  fu rth e r d e ve lo p in g  
the L iv in g  L ib ra rie s  N etw ork , fostering  the sharing  o f in fo rm ation , 
and sp read ing  the w ord  about L iv in g  L ib ra r ie s .

• L iv ing  Libraries A ustra lia  w ik i and e-list w h ich  enab le  Liv ing  
L ib ra ries A ustra lia  n etw ork  m em bers to co m m u n ica te  and 
co llab o rate .

Case Studies
City of Melville Living Library
An Indigenous Living  Library w as developed by the C ity  o f M e lv ille  
in pa rtnersh ip  w ith  the C ity  o f C o ckb u rn , D jid i-d jid i A b o rig in a l 
W om en's Corporation , and M urdoch  Un iversity . Th is co llaboration  
resulted  in tw o events being  held  at the S pearw ood  L ib ra ry  and 
the M urd och  U n ive rs ity  L ib rary . T h e  resu lt o f these events w e re  
recorded  in an eva lua tio n  report w h ic h  noted that, "O n e  o f the 
m a jo r con tribu ting  factors of the su ccess of th is p ro ject w as the 
d iv e rs ity  o f the 'b o o k s ', w ith  'b o o k s ' from  N o rthe rn  Te rrito ry , 
G o ld fie ld s , P ilbara , K im b e rly  reg ion , Perth m etro , and the sou th­
w est country  region. Th is d ivers ity a llo w ed  readers the opportunity 
to lea rn  that A b o r ig in a l p e o p le  a re  not the  sam e  and  that the 
d ive rs ity  is apparent w h en  in fo rm ation  is shared  about country , 
c u ltu re  an d  g ro w in g  u p ", http://www.livinglibraries.org.au/ 
images/uploads/melvil!e_report09.pdf.

Origins
Th e  first L iv in g  L ib ra ry  w as  d e ve lo p e d  by a you th  o rg an isa tion  
ca lle d  "Stop the V io le n c e " . It w as held  in the year 2 0 0 0  as part of 
Denm ark's Rosk ilde  Festival, a m usic festival. O ve r 100 00 0  people 
attended  th is festiva l o ve r fou r days and  75 L iv in g  B o o ks w e re  
a va ila b le  to bo rrow . Th is  event a im ed  at red u c in g  the like lih o o d  
of v io le n c e  by d e live rin g  an e x p e rie n ce  that focused  on d ivers ity  
and understand ing ,

T h e  firs t L iv in g  L ib ra ry  in A u s tra lia  w a s  h e ld  in L ism o re  on 3 
N o ve m b e r 2 0 0 6 . Th e  even t w as  d e v ise d  by S ab in a  B a ltru w e it , 
a m em ber of the lo ca l L ism ore  co m m u n ity , and  d eve lo p ed  over 
a tw e lve  m onth  period  by a co m m ittee  m ade up o f co m m u n ity  
m em bers, co m m u n ity  o rg an isa tio n s , the L ism o re  C ity  C o u n c il , 
and Lism ore C ity  Library. The in itia l event w as very successfu l and, 
although o rig in a lly  p lanned  as a one-off event, due to com m u nity  
interest is n o w  held  on a m o n th ly  basis .

Living Libraries throughout Australia
L iv in g  L ib ra ry  events are  be ing  held  or p lan n in g  is u n d e rw ay  for 
their con du ct in a ll states of A ustra lia . L iv in g  L ib ra rie s  can  be held 
as one-off even ts, for e xam p le  to m ark an o cca s io n  like  M ental 
H ea lth  W e e k , or as regu lar events.

S o m e  L iv in g  L ib ra ry  o rg a n ise rs  a re  a lso  c o n d u c t in g  o u tre ach  
program s, a im ed  at reach in g  out to the c o m m u n ity  and  v is itin g  
settings lik e  sch o o ls  and  aged  c a re  fa c i l it ie s . L ism o re 's  L iv in g  
L ib ra ry  has a program  entitled  Link Up, w h ic h  g ives students the 
opportun ity to co n nect w ith  L iv in g  Books from  the L ism ore  Liv ing  
Lib rary .

Living Libraries Australia Network
O rg an isa tio n s  that are co n d u c tin g  or p lan n in g  to ho ld  a L iv in g  
L ib ra ry  even t are invited  to jo in  the L iv in g  L ib ra ry  N e tw o rk . Th is 
N etw ork  p rov ides a v e h ic le  for co m m u n ica tio n  b etw een  fe llo w  
netw ork m em bers. To jo in  the L iv in g  L ib ra rie s  A u stra lia  N etw ork , 
co n tact the A L IA  L iv in g  L ib ra r ie s  P ro ject O ffice r.

Redland City Council Living Library
Th e  R ed lan d  C ity  C o u n c il L iv in g  L ib ra ry  w as  first he ld  in M ay 
2 0 0 8 . S in ce  that tim e , L iv in g  L ib ra ry  even ts have been held  on 
a q u a rte r ly  b a s is . T h e  se ss io n s  a re  m an ag ed  by the C o u n c il 's  
C o rp o ra te  L ib ra r ia n  and  h ave  been  h e ld  at th e  lib ra ry 's  th ree  
m a in la n d  b ra n c h e s . L iv in g  'b o o k s ' h ave  in c lu d e d  a re fug ee , 
g rap h ic  artist, transp lan t re c ip ie n t, tran sse xu a l, Is la m ic  w o m an , 
d e a f person , and an im m ig ran t. Th e re  has been  a ve ry  po sitive  
co m m u n ity  reaction  to th is program  w h ich  has em po w ered  both 
'books' and readers. To see further in form ation  about Liv ing  Books 
in the R ed lands, go to http://www.redland.qld.gov.au/Residents/ 
Library/Pages/LivingLibrary.aspx.

Southern Cross University Living Library
Southern C ross U n ive rs ity  recen tly  con du cted  its second  outdoor 
L iv in g  L ib ra ry  in August 2 0 0 9 . The  even t w as held  on the Co ffs 
H arb o u r cam p us in the p ic tu resq u e  Sacred  G a rd e n . Th e  garden 
has a rotunda and som e lo ve ly  scu lp ted  seating  areas w h ich  are 
c o n d u c iv e  to o n e-on-o ne  co n ve rsa tio n . L iv in g  'b o o ks ' co ve red  
a range o f to p ics  in c lu d in g  be ing  a graffiti a rtist, liv in g  in Iran , 
spending life  in a w h ee lch a ir, being a big w ave  surfer, undertaking 
a Tree C h an g e , and co m in g  to A ustra lia  from  S ierra  Leone . Th is 
event is organised by the U n iversity's Regional Engagement O fficer.

Swinburne University of Technology Living Library 
S w in b u rn e  U n ive rs ity  of Tech no lo g y  held  a L iv in g  L ib ra ry  event 
on 2 9  O cto b e r 2 0 0 9  w ith  the them e, "Sa fe ty  @ W o rk  & P lay " , to 
co in c id e  w ith  V ic to ria 's  W o rk  Safe W e e k . Th is  event w as run as 
a jo in t ven tu re  w ith  Eastern R eg ional L ib ra r ie s  as a co m m u n ity  
in it ia t ive . 'B o o ks ' w e re  p e o p le  w h o  rep resen ted  groups in the 
health and safety industry and its associated professions. The Living  
L ib ra ry  in itia tive  is seen as a s im p le , yet e ffective  w ay  to create  
a stronger S w in b u rn e  co m m u n ity , a co m m u n ity  that ce leb ra tes 
d ive rs ity  and fosters to le ran ce  and und erstand ing . Th is event w as 
organised by th e W an tirn a  Cam pus's TA FE Lia ison  L ib rarian , along 
w ith  key lib rary  staff at S w in b u rn e  and Eastern Regional L ib raries.

More information
Resources
The L iv in g  L ib ra ries A ustra lia  w eb s ite  (http://www.livinglibraries. 
org.au) offers a w e a lth  o f in fo rm atio n  and  en try  po in ts to assist 
w ith  the co n d u ct of L iv in g  L ib ra r ie s :

• L iv ing  Libraries Resource  Kit, deta iling  the p rocess of setting 
up a liv ing  lib ra ry ;

® L iv in g  L ib raries in A ctio n  v ideo  w h ich  p rovides in form ation  
reg ard in g  the d e ve lo p m e n t o f L iv in g  L ib ra r ie s  an d  g ives 
an insight into the p rocess from  a reader and a L iv in g  Book 
perspective . C o p ies o f th is v ideo  on D V D  can  be requested 
from  the A L IA  L iv in g  L ib ra r ie s  P ro ject O ffic e r ;

T h e  A L IA  L iv in g  L ib ra r ie s  P ro je c t O ff ic e r , T a h n e e  Pearse , can  
be co n tacted  v ia  e m a il at tahnee.pearse@aiia.org.au and m ore 
in fo rm a tio n  reg ard in g  the p ro je c t is a v a ila b le  at http://www. 
livinglibraries.org.au/.

Ta h n e e  P e a rse  
A L IA  L iv in g  L ib r a r ie s  P ro je ct  O ff ic e r  

ta h n e e .p e a rs e @ a lia .o rg .a u
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