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Library Conferences 101

Now, in my last 
co up le  of years 
in lib ra rie s , I've  
encountered some 
cynicism in regards to 
library conferences. 
Some say that they're 
just excuses for library 
managers to go on 
all-expenses-paid 
holidays to A lice  
Springs, the Gold 
Coast, or even Milan. 

Some say that conference papers are never 
relevant to their needs, and that it's all 
very well for academics to pontificate on 
matters of Library Science, but it has little 
bearing on the daily procedures of your 
average public library branch.

And for the average new graduate librarian, 
the idea of attending a conference might 
not even enter one's mind. Well, I'd like to 
convince you otherwise, because there is 
a whole world of library conferences out 
there that will not only widen your insight 
into the industry, but also enhance your 
career.

First, there's the issue of relevance. Sure, 
the New Librarians Symposium (NLS) 
seems an obvious choice when it comes 
to identifying a relevant conference event. 
But NLS was designed as an introduction 
to the world of conferences. For those who 
attended NLS in Melbourne last year, and 
got something out of it -  it doesn't stop 
there! As new librarians, you should be 
trying to get as wide a range of experience 
in the industry as possible. You don't want 
to pigeon-hole yourself into one particular 
sector -  say, as a public librarian, or a 
TAFE librarian, or a corporate librarian. 
Conferences are an excellent way of getting 
insight into a range of sectors, and you'll be 
surprised at how much of it is relevant to 
your field of work, and how the approach 
from other sectors might inspire you to do 
things differently in your own work. And 
don't just limit yourself to ALIA conferences
-  take a good look around at other areas of 
the information/education industry.

And, of course, conferences also need a 
wide range of papers. Not only do they 
need so-called academic papers, but they 
also need papers that share experiences, 
stories, and insights from across the 
industry. And that means new graduates
-  you! I often hear interesting stories from 
new graduate librarians, whether it be 
through working overseas or in regional 
areas, or new exciting projects that they're 
undergoing, or a topic of research in their 
studies, and it gets me excited about how 
interesting and diverse the industry is. 
These are the kinds of stories that need to 
be presented at conferences. And seriously, 
you don't need 20 years of industry 
experience to present a paper. You just 
need something interesting to say, and an 
enthusiasm that will engage an audience 
for 30 minutes. If you haven't done it

before, approach a colleague who you are 
working on a project with, and see if they 
want to co-write a paper. It's an excellent 
learning and mentoring experience. Again, 
look out for calls for papers -  not only in 
ALIA conferences, but across the industry.

I recently spoke at the Somerset 
International Conference for Librarians and 
Teachers -  an event that I'd never heard 
of a year ago -  and it was an amazing 
experience, exposing me to a part of the 
education sector with which I had not 
yet been acquainted. While I was a little 
conscious that I might have been the token 
young male librarian on the program, 
talking about my experiences working in 
the Northern Territory, and being something 
of a library evangelist in the Fringe Arts 
industry, it was an opportunity to put 
myself out there and share my stories. That 
experience alone also provided me with 
some personal clarity on where I was in 
my career, by expressing it in a 40-minute 
presentation.

And really, the greatest value of attending 
and speaking at conferences is the 
opportunity to put yourself out there in 
the industry. There is a world of potential 
colleagues, support networks, mentors, and 
employers out there, but you won't meet 
them unless you get out there and meet 
them. All of my most valued associates 
and colleagues in the industry are people 
who I have met through conferences. They 
lead to ongoing friendships and future 
collaborations.

Most importantly, it is so important 
for library conferences to have a new 
graduate presence. A conference is hardly 
representative of the industry if it only 
attracts a certain demographic of library 
workers. They need fresh blood, fresh faces, 
and fresh ideas to keep it real and relevant. 
That's you -  the new librarian.

So, I hereby throw down the gauntlet 
and challenge each and every one of 
you to find and attend at least one library 
conference in the next year. And if you've 
got something exciting to say, then for 
goodness sake, write and submit an 
abstract! Put yourself out there, and the 
library world will be your oyster.

About Andrew Finegan
After spending the last few years working a 
range of libraries in the Northern Territory, 
Andrew is now based in Melbourne, where 
he has recently been working for the State 
Library of Victoria and in public libraries. 
FHe is the convenor of the ALIA New 
Graduates Group, and a member of the 
ALIA New Graduates Advisory Committee. 
Fie also moonlights as a cabaret singer/ 
songwriter, with last year's show Librarian 
Idol, which toured Australia. His new show, 
The Insecurity Hour will debut this month 
in Melbourne.
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DESIGNING FOR A 
SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

Australian manufactured 
sustainable commercial 
furniture for libraries.
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Huntingdale 3166 Victoria Australia
T +61 3 9544 5533 
F +61 3 9543 1907

Sustainable commercial furniture
A u s t r a l ia n  c o m p a n y  W h a r in g t o n  In t e r n a t io n a l  m a n u f a c 

tu r e  l o c a l ly  s u s t a in a b le  c o m m e r c ia l  f u r n it u r e  d e s ig n e d  

fo r  t h e  o f f ic e  s p a c e  a n d  p u b l i c  s p a c e s  l ik e  l ib r a r ie s  a n d  

c o u n c i l  p r e m is e s  a n d  a m e n i t ie s .  S t y l i s h  a n d  d u r a b le  

f u r n it u r e  d e s ig n e d  fo r  c l e a n e r  in d o o r  e n v ir o n m e n t s .  T h e  

r a n g e  o f  fu r n it u r e  in c l u d e s :  T a s k  a n d  E x e c u t iv e  C h a ir s ,  

G e n e r a l  S e a t in g , T u b s  a n d  L o u n g e s ,  S o f a s , T a b le s , S to o ls  

a n d  O u t d o o r  F u r n it u r e .

E c o - d e s ig n e d  fo r  lo w  t o x ic ity , lo n g e v it y  a n d  d u r a b i l 

ity, lo w  p r o d u c t  m a in t e n a n c e ,  d i s s a s e m b ly  a n d  fu ll 

r e c y c l a b i l i t y  a t e n d  o f  l ife . T h e  W h a r in g t o n  S u s t a in a b le  

F u r n it u r e ™  r a n g e  in c o r p o r a t e s  R e c o p o l ™  r e c y c le d  e n 

g in e e r in g  g r a d e  p la s t i c  m o u ld in g s  th a t  fo rm  th e  in te r n a l  

f r a m in g  o f  th e  fu r n itu r e .

S o u r c in g  r e c y c l a t e  f r o m  th e  t e le c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w a s t e  

s t r e a m , R e c o p o l ™  r e d e e m s  t e le p h o n e  a n d  s w it c h b o a r d  

c a s in g s  fo r  m o u ld in g  in to  c h a i r  c o m p o n e n t s .

L a b o r a t o r y  te s te d  fo r  V O C  e m is s io n s ,  R e c o p o l ™  w a s  

f o u n d  to  b e  w e l l  b e lo w  t h e  le v e ls  s p e c i f ie d  b y  th e  G r e e n  

B u i ld in g  C o u n c i l  o f  A u s t r a l ia .

W h a r in g t o n  a r e  s p e c i a l i s t  f a b r ic a t o r s  o f  s t a in le s s  s te e l ,  a  

d u r a b le  s u s t a in a b le  a l io y  u s e d  in  W h a r in g t o n  fu r n itu r e  

fo r  c h a i r  le g  a n d  a r m  f r a m e s ,  t a b le  b a s e s  a n d  o u t d o o r  

fu r n it u r e .

W h a r in g t o n  c o n t r a c t  m a n u f a c t u r e  to  y o u r  s p e c if ie d  

f in is h ,  if r e q u ir e d ,  w e  c a n  p r o v id e  a s s is t a n c e  w it h  fa b r ic  

s e le c t io n .

W h a r in g t o n  I n t e r n a t io n a l  h a v e  a c h ie v e d  t h e  e n v ir o n 

m e n t a l  c e r t if ic a t io n  I S O  1 4 0 0 1 .  T h e  c o m p a n y  s u p p o rt s  

th e  P r o d u c t  S t e w a r d s h ip  o f  t h e ir  p r o d u c t s  w it h  a n  

E n v ir o n m e n t a l  P le d g e  to  t a k e  b a c k  t h e ir  fu r n it u r e  a t e n d  

o f  l if e  fo r  r e - m a n u f a c t u r e .

F o r  m o r e  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  R e c o p o l ™  a n d  th e  s u s t a in 

a b le  c o m m e r c ia l  f u r n it u r e  r a n g e  g o  to  th e  w e b s it e  at  

w w w . s u s t a in a b l e f u r n i t u r e .c o m . a u

Y v e t t e  K a r k l in s ,  M a r k e t in g  M a n a g e r  

W h a r in g t o n  I n t e r n a t io n a l  P ty  Ltd  

T e l: 0 3  9 5 4 4  5 5 3 3 ,  F a x : 0 3  9 5 4 3  1 9 0 7  

E m a i l :  s a i e s @ w h a r in g t o n .c o m .a u  

W e b s it e :  w w w . s u s t a in a b l e f u r n i t u r e .c o m . a u
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