
Your Association at work
More information from the FARM
In D e c e m b e r 2 0 0 8  Jan R ic h a rd s  p ro v id e d  so m e d e ta ils  o f the 
F in ance , A ud it and Risk M anagem ent Standing Com m ittee (FA RM ) 
and a b rie f o ve rv ie w  of A LlA 's fin ances . G ive n  that Jan has m oved 
on to the loftier role of President, it's now  m y turn as V ice-President 
to c h a ir  FA R M . Jan w il l rem ain  on the C o m m itte e  as w il l P h ilip  
Keane , the Board  m em ber w h o  w as on last year's com m ittee .

m em ber-driven  and  focused  o rg an isa tio n , a hea lthy m em bersh ip  
is key to the long-term  health  o f the o rg an isa tion .

A s C h a ir  of FA RM , I, like  m y other Board  m em bers, are concerned  
about ou r f in a n c ia l situation  and  w il l be fo cus in g  on m oving  the 
A sso c ia tio n  back  onto a f in a n c ia lly  su sta inab le  footing . B e fo re  I 
go an y  further, I w o u ld  like  to stress that A L IA  is so lven t w ith  net 
assets o f over $5 .1  M .

N ow  that the A nnual General M eeting (A G M ) has com e and gone, 
it's w o rth  re flecting  on som e o f the key asp ects o f the f in a n c ia l 
result. A s D erek  W h itehead  said in the President's statem ent of the 
2 0 0 8  A n n u a l Report, "In  2 0 0 8  A L lA 's effort to a ch ie ve  f in a n c ia l 
s u s ta in a b il it y  w e re  th e  le a st s u c c e s s fu l o f th e  y e a r  an d  the 
A sso c ia tio n  ended  the year w ith  a substantia l d e fic it ."  The d e fic it 
for the ye a r w as $71 7 4 3 0 . For an o rg an isation  the s ize  o f A L IA , 
this is a s ig n ifica n t am ount, even if you say it q u ick ly .

The largest s ing le  item affecting  the bottom  lin e  w as a red uction  
in th e  v a lu e  o f o u r in ve stm e n ts . A s Jan a d v ise d  in D e ce m b e r, 
in 2 0 0 6 /7  the A sso c ia tio n  p ru d e n tly  in vested  $ 2 .0 0 M  in som e 
fa ir ly  conservative  funds. The va lue  on the investm ent increased  to 
$2.1 66M  in Septem ber 2 0 0 7  and then w e n t d o w n h ill from  there . 
A t the  end  o f A L lA 's  f in a n c ia l ye a r the v a lu e  o f o u r in vestm en t 
had fa lle n  $ 323  94 5  co m p ared  to 2 0 0 7 . T h e  o ve ra ll d e c lin e  in 
va lu e  co m p ared  to our in itia l investm ent is a p p ro x im a te ly  1 7 % , 
w h ich  is not too bad com p ared  w ith  o ther stocks and shares. As 
the m arkets s lo w ly  recover, w e  are hopefu l that the va lu e  of our 
investm ents w il l a lso  recover.

O th e r facto rs  to im p act on the bottom  lin e  in c lu d e d  in c re a se d  
d e p re c ia tio n  for ou r co rp o rate  m an agem en t system , an d , m ore 
im portantly, a reduction of ap prox im ate ly  $8 0  0 0 0  in m em bership 
re c e ip ts . T h e re  w e re  3 .4 %  fe w e r  m e m b e rs o f th e  A sso c ia t io n  
at th e  end  o f 2 0 0 8  than  the sam e  tim e  last ye a r. A s w e  a re  a

C a l l  f o r  E x p r e s s i o n s  o f  I n t e r e s t

E d ito r :  A u s t r a l i a n  L i b r a r y  
J o u r n a l  (A L J )
The A L IA  Board o f D irecto rs is seeking express ions of interest 
in th e  p o s it io n  o f A LJ e d ito r from  s u ita b ly  q u a lif ie d  and  
e xp e rie n ce d  persons.

T h e  A u stra lia n  L ib ra ry  jo u rn a l  is p u b lis h e d  q u a rte r ly  and  
co ve rs  a w id e  range o f p ro fessiona l in terests in the sector. 
P u b lis h e d  by th e  A u s t ra lia n  L ib ra r y  a n d  In fo rm a t io n  
A s s o c ia t io n  (A L IA ) , A LJ is n o w  in its 5 5 th  ye a r. It is th e  
flag sh ip  p u b lica tio n  of the A sso c ia tio n  and  the ed ito r w il l  
be expected  to be fam ilia r w ith  its evo lu tion  and w ith  A LlA 's 
o b je c t iv e s , p rog ram s, range o f in te rests , and  p la c e  in the  
LIS  sector.

E xp e rie n ce  in the p ro fessiona l f ie ld , in se ria l p u b lica tio n s , 
an d  as an  ed ito r are  im p o rtan t. A p p lic a n ts  sh o u ld  b r ie f ly  
address the se lection  criteria  (ind ica ting  ed itoria l expe rience ) 
and su p p ly  the con tact deta ils for tw o  re fe rees. A  m ax im u m  
o f 4 0 0  w o rd s o u tlin ing  th e ir thoughts on po ss ib le  ed ito ria l 
d ire c t io n s  fo r A LJ an d  its re la t io n s h ip  to A L lA 's  o th e r  
p u b l ic a t io n s  w o u ld  a ls o  be a c c e p ta b le  as  p a rt o f th e  
a p p lic a t io n , http://www.alia.org.au/publishing/alj

F u rth e r  in fo rm a t io n  on th e  d u tie s  a n d  re s p o n s ib il it ie s  
o f the e d ito r and  the ro les o f the E d ito r ia l B o a rd  and  the 
A ssoc ia tion , and cop ies of the se lection  c rite ria , are ava ilab le  
from  Sue Hutley, A L IA  Execu tive  D irector, ph 02 6215  8 2 1 5 , 
sue.hutley@alia.org.au.

Closing date fo r expressions of in terest is 

16 October 2009

O n e  of our largest assets is A L IA  House in D eak in . The bu ild ing  has 
served A L IA  w e ll , h ow ever it w il l be reach ing  its 20th ann iversa ry  
next year. As a ho m eo w ner I can  assure you that as bu ild ings age, 
the cost of keep ing  them  in good co n d it io n s  stead ily  in c re ase s . 
A L IA  H o u se  is no e xce p tio n  -  ongo ing  m a in te n an c e , re p lac in g  
aged e q u ip m en t and se rv ic e s , and e n su rin g  c o m p lia n c e  a re  all 
part o f a la n d lo rd 's  lo t. O v e r  the  n e xt fe w  ye a rs , the b u ild in g  
w il l  req u ire  substantia l investm ent to m ain ta in  its fab ric . W e  are 
co m in g  to a crossroad  w h e re  it needs to be d ec id ed  w h eth e r w e  
c o n tin u e  d o w n  the road o f a h o m e o w n e r and  la n d lo rd , o r w e  
ch ang e  d irection  and m ove in to a rental property.

Th is is obviously  not a decision  that can  be taken lightly or q u ickly . 
A c c o rd in g ly , at th e  last m eetin g  o f th e  2 0 0 8 /0 9  B o a rd , it w as 
re so lve d  to e s ta b lish  th e  S te e rin g  C o m m itte e  on A L IA  H o u se  
M atters w h ich  w il l report to FA R M . The m em bersh ip  of th is group 
is yet to be determ ined , h o w eve r one of the Steering  Com m ittee 's 
key ro les w il l be to re v ie w  the futu re of A L IA  H o u se .

A s you  can  see w e  h ave  ou r sh are  o f f in a n c ia l ch a lle n g e s  over 
the next few  years . I look fo rw ard  to letting  you kno w  h ow  w e 're  
fa ring  in a few' m onths tim e.

G ra h a m  B la ck  
A L IA  V ic e -P re s id e n t  

g ra h a m .b la c k @ a lia .o rg .a u

C a l i  f o r  E x p r e s s i o n s  o f  I n t e r e s t

E d ito r : A u s t r a l i a n  A c a d e m i c  
&  R e s e a r c h  L i b r a r i e s  (A A R L )
The A L IA  Board of D irecto rs is seeking expressions of interest 
in the position  o f A A R L  ed ito r from  su itab ly  q u a lif ie d  and 
e xp e rie n ce d  persons.

A u stra lia n  A c a d e m ic  & R e se a rc h  L ib ra r ie s  is p u b lis h e d  
q u a rte r ly  by A L IA  an d  is a s c h o la r ly  jo u rn a l p u b lis h in g  
o r ig in a l re fe re e d  a r t ic le s . It is d e vo te d  to a ll a sp e c ts  o f 
lib ra r ia n sh ip  in u n ive rs ity , T A FE  and  co lle g e  lib ra rie s , and  
in research  lib ra rie s  o f a ll types.

E xp e rie n ce  in the p ro fession a l f ie ld , in se ria l p u b lica tio n s , 
and  as an e d ito r a re  im p o rtan t. A p p lic a n ts  sh o u ld  b r ie f ly  
address the se lection  crite ria  (ind ica ting  ed itoria l experience ) 
and supp ly  the co n tact d eta ils  for tw o  referees. A  m ax im u m  
of 4 0 0  w ord s o u tlin in g  th e ir thoughts on p o ssib le  ed ito ria l 
d ire c t io n s  fo r A A R L  and  its re la t io n s h ip  to A L lA 's  o th e r 
p u b l ic a t io n s  w o u ld  a ls o  be a c c e p ta b le  as pa rt o f th e  
ap p lica tio n , http://www.alia.org.au/aarl

Fu rth e r  in fo rm a t io n  on th e  d u tie s  an d  re s p o n s ib il it ie s  
o f the  ed ito r and  the ro le s  o f the E d ito r ia l B oard  and  the 
A ssociation , and a copy o f the selection  crite ria , are ava ilab le  
from  Sue H utley, A L IA  Execu tive  D irecto r, ph 02 6215  8 2 1 5 , 
sue.hutley@alia.org.au.

Closing date fo r expressions of interest is 

16 October 2009
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