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G e t  in  q u i c k  a n d  d o n 't  m is s  o u t  o n  t h is  s t r i c t ly  
l im it e d  o f fe r !

In th e s e  t im e s  o f  e c o n o m ic  u n c e r t a in t y ,  it 's  m o re  
im p o r ta n t  th a n  e v e r  th a t  e a c h  o f  u s  m a in t a in  o u r  
c o m p e t it iv e  e d g e . T h is  c a n  b e  a c h ie v e d  t h ro u g h  
p u r s u in g  o n g o in g  p r o f e s s io n a l  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  
c u r r e n t  a w a r e n e s s  in i t i a t i v e s ,  a n d  n e t w o r k in g  
o p p o r t u n it ie s .

F o r  c o n f e r e n c e  in f o r m a t io n  a n d  o n l in e  
r e g is t r a t io n :

http://conferences.aiia.org.au/libtec2009/

^  Technology
Technique 

Unique
A D E L A I D E

Celebrating 30 years of 
library technicians
It has b een  3 0  y e a rs  s in c e  the T e c h n ic ia n  c a te g o ry  fo r A L IA  
m e m b e rsh ip  w as  in tro d u ce d , and  1 9 7 9  w a s  the  sam e  ye a r the 
South Austra lian  L ib rary  Tech n ic ian s group w as form ed . Th is group 
w as responsib le  for o rgan ising  the 1 st N ational L ib rary  C o nferen ce  
he ld  in A d e la id e , 1 0 - 1 3th July, 1 9 8 0 .

It is the re fo re  a p p ro p ria te  that the 2 0 0 9  A L IA  N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  
& In fo rm a t io n  T e c h n ic ia n s  C o n fe re n c e  is a g a in  b e in g  h e ld  
in A d e la id e  from  1 5 - 1 8  S e p tem b er. T h e  th e m e  fo r th is  year's  
co n fe re n ce  d in ne r w il l ce leb ra te  th is a n n ive rsa ry  by en courag ing  
those attend ing  to w e a r an outfit re m in isce n t o f the fash ion  from  
so m e tim e  in the past 3 0  years . A  p r ize  w il l  be aw ard e d  for the 
best outfit.

Papers from  p re v io u s  c o n fe re n c e s  h ave  e x p lo re d  w h o  lib ra ry  
te c h n ic ia n s  a re , a lo n g  w ith  h o w  and  w h y  they h ave  b e co m e  a 
pa rt o f the  L IS  p ro fe ss io n . W e  c a n  lo o k  b a ck  n o w  w ith  so m e 
a m u se m e n t w h e n  it is suggested  that lib ra ry  w o rk  w a s  ju s t  a 
w a y  to re-enter the pa id  w o rk fo rce , but let m e hasten to add that 
n o w ad ays this is a v ie w  long gone. S in ce  fo rm al e d u ca tio n  w as 
e sta b lish e d , it has b e co m e  e v id e n t h o w  th is h e lp ed  d e fin e  the 
e m p lo ym en t status o f the sector. L ib ra ry  te ch n ic ia n s  are cu rren tly  
a llie d  w ith  the d e ve lo p m ent and futu re  o f the LIS  industry.

Co ntinuous rev iew  has afforded lib rary  tech n ic ian s the opportunity 
to re flect on ro le  ch ang es w ith in  the w o rk p la c e  and  in co rp o rate  
n e w  s k il ls  and  k n o w le d g e  w h e re  n e c e ssa ry  to ass is t w ith  th is 
tra n s fo rm a tio n . C o n fe re n c e s  a re  o n e  m ean s o f fa c il ita t in g  th is 
e xch a n g e .

A tte n d in g  c o n fe re n c e s  is e x c it in g  an d  h e lp s  in s t ill a se n se  o f 
p r id e  in the p ro fe ss io n  e s p e c ia l ly  w h e n  a w a rd s  a re  g ive n  out 
fo r L ib ra ry  T e c h n ic ia n  o f the  Year. T h e  A L IA  L ib ra ry  T e c h n ic ia n  
R e se a rch  A w ard  (p re v io u s ly  the D u n n  & W ilso n  S ch o la rsh ip ) is 
a lso  s ig n ifican t as it p rov ides f in a n c ia l ass istan ce  to the rec ip ien t 
as  they und ertake  w o rth w h ile  research  for ou r sector.

Committee members 
from the 1st National 

Library Conference, 
held in Adelaide 1980, 
attended the reunion 

dinner on the 
26th May to help 

celebrate 30 years of 
Library Techs. 

From right to left 
Vikki Hopwood, 

Elizabeth Collins, 
& Jenni Jeremy.

A nyone w anting to pursue the vision  for the profession of the future 
m ight be interested in attend ing  the p re-conferen ce  A L IA  L ib ra ry  
T e ch n ic ian s  N atio n a l A d v iso ry  Congress.

H isto rica lly  con fe rences have been p lanned to provide insp iration , 
in fo rm a t io n , e d u c a t io n , an d  a fo ru m  to d eb ate  th e  fu tu re  o f 
the  p ro fe ss io n . In c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  th is  is the  o p p o rtu n ity  to 
e xp lo re  the latest p roducts and  tools o f the p rofession  w ith in  an 
en v iro n m en t to re n e w  o ld  a cq u a in tan ce s  and m eet n e w  friends .

T h e  A d e la id e  c o n fe r e n c e  w i l l  be  no d if fe re n t ; th e  c u r re n t  
com m ittee  is w o rk in g  hard  to present a program  that w il l  t ick  a ll 
these bo xes.

Look fo rw ard  to m eeting  up w ith  as m any of you as p o ss ib le  in 
Septem ber.

R o b y n  N a g e l  
W a ite  L ib ra ry , U n iv e rs ity  o f  A d e la id e .

r o b y n .n a g e i@ a d e la id e .e d u .a u

L ib r a r y  a n d
I n f o r m a t io n
M a n a g e r s .

Applications are n o w  open fo r the postgraduate program s 
in Library and Inform ation M anagem ent or Business 
Inform ation M anagem ent offered by UniSA .

These program s are blurring the boundaries and will 

enable librarians, records m anagers, archivists and business 
inform ation m anagem ent professionals to reinvent their 

careers, to keep in touch w ith  the latest digital approaches 
and w ork in a w id er skilled environm ent.

The program s o ffer you the opportunity to study at your 
ow n  pace: e ither part-tim e or full-tim e, externally online, 
or face to face in A delaide .

For further details and 

inform ation please email 
moira.lawler@unisa.edu.au 
or visit unisa.edu.au/bim
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